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REPORT OF THE MISSION FOR THE 
YEAR 1839. 


AFTER mentioning a number of instances of il] 
health which had occurred in the families con- 
nected with the mission, and which had led to 
some changes in location, the missionaries pro- 
ceed to give a statement concerning each of the 
several stations embraced in the mission. 


Station at Madura. 


Seven native assistants, including three cate- 
chists and readers, are employed at Madura; 
and the native church consists of seven mem- 
bers. 


The labors at this station are divided 
between Messrs. Poor and Ward, Mr. 
Poor;taking charge of the schools, etc., 
within the fort or city of Madura, with 
the exception of the English school, 
which is under the direction of Mr. 
Ward, who has also charge of the native’! 
free schools in the surrounding villages. 

Schools.—Within the fort, and under 
the care of Mr. Poor, are twenty-five 
schools, which are taught by twenty-five 
teachers and thirty monitors or assistant 
teachers, and contain 1,020 scholars, of | 
whom thirty-five are girls. Mr. Poor re- 
marks, “Of the twenty-five school teach- 
ers, twenty-three are heathen of good 
caste, and two are Roman Catholics of 
the pariah caste. Nearly all of them 
were employed as school-masters before 
they engaged in the service of the mis- 
sion, and received their support, at least 
in part, from the parents of their pupils. 
The monitors, or assistant teachers, are 
lads of the best promise in the schools, 
selected and recommended by the mas- 





ters as suitable persons to be trained and 
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employed as assistant teachers. Of these 
thirty assistant teachers, sixteen have 
been under instruction two hours daily 
on the mission premises for more than 
two years past. They are now far more 
competent and efficient teachers than 
their seniors, while the monthly stipend 
they receive for their services is compar- 
atively small. From considerations of 
self-interest these young teachers are 
qualifying themselves more and more for 
the service of the mission, and are fair 
candidates for appointment as permanent 
teachers. 

The children in the schools are of all 
castes, nearly in due proportion to the 
whole population, with the exception of 
the brahmin caste, of whieh only sixteen 


\children have been connected with the 


schools the past year. 

The most interesting and probably the 
most useful exercise through the year, in 
connection with the schools, is at the 
semi-monthly assembling of the several 
classes, on seven or eight successive 
days, at a retired central school-room, for 
the purpose of examination and instruc- 
tion, more particularly in christian les- 
sons. On these occasions I have con- 
gregations of from seventy-five to a hun- 
dred children, of nearly the same 
and progress in learning. The exercise 
is closed with words of counsel and 
prayer. At this place new school-books, 
reward-books, etc., are given, and it is 
here that I have real fellowship with my 
little flock, or rather my large flock of 
little ones. 

The population of Madura city is, to 
a very considerable extent, a fluctuating 
one. Many parents also, who send their 
children to the schools, are satisfied when 
they acquire a very small amount of 
learning, and therefore remove them just 
as they are prepared to pursue their 
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studies to advantage. From these two 
causes the first and second classes are 
constantly decreasing, in proof ef which 
it may be stated that, of 894 who were 
registered as members of the schools at 
the close of the month of January, 392 
only were found belonging to them at the 
monthly examination in December. The 
whole number of children registered in 
the twenty-five schools during the year 
is 1,578; and of these, 1,020 were present 
at the monthly examination in Decem- 
er. 

p Being ever in danger of losing my best 
monitors, to whom I gave three fourths 
of a rnpee monthly, and wishing to bring 
children into the schools at a very tender 
age, I have recently promoted sixteen 
monitors, who have been for several 
years in a course of instruction in con- 
nection with the schools, to the work of 
assistant teaching, paying them at the 
rate of one rupee, in addition to their 
former stipend, for every twenty alphabet 
children whom they can bring into the 
schoo! and instruct. This measure has 
given a fresh impulse to the whole school 
establishment. At the last monthly ex- 
amination the whole number of alphabet 
children was 333. The sight of these 
little ones, when brought together in 
companies of fifty or a hundred, often 
deeply affects my mind and inspires me 
with fresh courage in my work. 

Preaching.—Besides an English ser- 
vice on Sabbath age 5 | for the benefit 
of a small company of Indo-Britons, Mr. 
Poor has had three regular services in 
Tamul, during the year. The first is 
held at seven, A. M. at the English 
school-room, and is attended by mem- 
bers of the English school, schoolmasters, 
monitors, and boys of the first class from 
the Tamul schools. Second, at eleven, 
A. M., at the mission-house. This ser- 
vice is attended by the monitors of all 
the schools and the children of an infant 
school taught daily on the premises; mak- 
ing an audience of seventy or eighty in- 
dividuals. The third service is attended 
at four, P. M. by three schools, two of 
which are female schools, and all of low 
caste, principally Roman Catholics, and 
also by the domestics of the mission 
family. 

Distribution of Books.—This has been 
attended to at the mission-house, and at 
the reading-shops, where two catechists 
have been in attendance daily throughout 
the year. The superintendents of schools, 
in connection with their other labors, 
have also distributed many tracts: and 
at the great feasts at Madura, the school- 
masters and monitors have engaged in 
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the work with much alacrity, as they are 
thus enabled to furnish their friends who 
come from distant parts of the district 
with books of a popular character. 

Schools.—Mr. Ward’s labors through- 
out the year have been as follows: First, 
the superintendence of eleven native free 
schools, of which three are located at 
Madura, and the remaining eight in the 
neighboring villages. "The ave 
monthly attendance in each school hag 
been about forty, who have been e 
ed in studying the alphabet, catechisms, 
the Scriptures, and the elements of geog- 
raphy. About one third in each school 
are able to read printed books with a 
considerable degree of accuracy. 

All of these schools are visited twice 
each month by the native superintendent, 
and once, at least, by Mr. Ward. When 
other pressing duties have allowed, he 
has visited them more frequently, and he 
has had the pleasure of finding the dispo- 
sition of the villages in the midst of 
whom these christian schools are located, 
without exception, friendly, so far as ap- 
pearances can furnish a satisfactory evi- 
dence of feeling. A considerable com- 
pany is always collected at the school- 
houses, when the mission comes to 
make his examination, who form a con- 
gregation ever ready to listen to what 
may be said either to the children of the 
school, or more directly to themselves; 
and thus the school teacher’s bungalow 
is converted into the chapel of the mis- 
sionary. 

In connection with the schools, the 
semi-monthly meeting of schoolmasters 
and monitors has been viewed with pe- 
culiar interest. The exercises have been 
reading the Scriptures and religi 
tracts and giving explanations of them. 
As the missionary at these meetings can 
come into close contact with the minds 
of the teachers, and under circumstances 
much more favorable than when surround- 
'ed by a crowd, strong hopes are enter- 
tained that this department of labor will 
be ee useful, not only to the 
teachers and monitors who are present, 
‘but through them to the scholars under 
their instruction, and to a large circle in 
the several villages to whom the school- 
masters stand as the centres of influ- 
ence. 

Besides these semi-monthly exercises, 
the monitors from all the schools attend 
daily at the Fearne where for . 
three hours they are pursuing higher 
branches of stu y hen Geer om attend 
to at the schools. A portion of their 
time is devoted to English studies. 
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Sabbath Exercises—There has been 

ing at nine, A. M. in a bungalow 

on the mission premises. The whole 
number of regular attendants is about 
250, to which may be added the casual 
attendance of many strangers who hap- 
pen to be passing at the time of ser- 


vice. 

After this exercise, besides meeting 
two Bible classes, Mr. Ward has been 
in the habit of spending several hours 
of the afternoon in speaking to the peo- 
ple and ae tracts at two public 
school-houses; and in the evening has 
held a meeting with the native assistants, 
who read skeletons of sermons prepared 
by themselves in Tamul and English, 
and afterwards recite lessons from the 
“Bible Companion,” a small work, well 
adapted to aid them in the acquisition o 
scripture knowledge. 

he English School, in which Mr. 
Ward has spent two hours daily, has 
made considerable progress during the 
year in the number and regular attend- 
ance of the scholars, and in their desire 
to obtain knowledge. The whole number 
of names on the roll is seventy-five, of 
whom sixty-five are in regular attend- 
ance. The studies pursued in the school 
are very various, extending from the 
first principles of the English language 
to the elements of astronomy. The in- 
stitution appears to be popular among 
the higher classes of natives in the city, 
and will, it is believed, be the means of 
accomplishing much good. 

The Female School under the care of 
Mrs. Ward, has been attended by an 
average of twenty-five scholars, who have 
made very satisfactory progress in read- 


. ing and writing, and also in committing 


scripture truths to mer 

Tours.—The tours made by Mr. Ward, 
either alone or in company with other 
members of the mission, though, from the 
pressure of home duties, less extensive 
than during the year 1838, have enabled 
him to distribute books and preach to the 
people in most of the villages on all the 
main roads, to a distance of thirty miles 
from Madura; and in all these tours the 
ability and willingness of the people to 
read the books offered to them has been 
a source of much gratification; while, on 
the other hand, he has never met with the 
least opposition, except in two or three 
isolated cases, where interested brahmins 
have refused the books which have been 
proffered to them. 

Dr. Steele, whose continued ill health 
has already been referred to, has not 
only rendered valuable assistance in sea- 
sons of sickness, when his kind and un- 
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wearied attentions have been most highly 
prized, but has transacted a considerable 
part of the business connected with the 
treasury of the mission. In addition to 
these duties, he has charge of the deposi- 
tory of the mission, which has been at- 
tended with much labor, as all the books 
for schools and general] distribution by 
this mission must pass through his hands, 
together with many for stations connect- 
ed with other missions. He has also to 
carry on a considerable correspondence 
in relation to this department of labor 
with the Jaffna and other missions; be- 
sides which, a daily attention to the 
wants of the out-stations, which are en- 
tirely dependent upon Madura for several 
of the necessaries of life, has made large 
demands upon his time and stre 
while it has relieved the missionaries 
from cares which would have much in- 
terfered with their appropriate duties. 


Station at Dindigul. 


At Dindigul is one native preacher and eleven 
other native helpers, including six readers; and 
the native church consists of seven members. 


Boarding Schools—-The boarding- 
school for boys is under the charge of 
Mr. Dwight, and contains at present 
thirty-one boys, who are instructed by 
one English and one Tamul teacher. 


The Girls’ Boarding School, under the 
superintendence of ‘Mr. Lawrence, still 
continues small, through the fears of the 
people and their unwillingness to have 
their daughters instructed. There have 
been eighteen different girls, who have 
been brought to the school by their pa- 
rents, or have fled to the missionaries for 
refuge, but only one third of these are 
now connected with the school. The 
three who came first are still remaining, 
and the progress of all has been very 
satisfactory. 


A Pariah Girls’ School has been re- 


cently organized by Mr. Lawrence, and 
now contains fourteen scholars, 


An English School, also under the su- 
perintendence of Mr. Lawrence, is con- 
ducted in the morning, and contains on 
the roll the names of thirty-three boys, 
of whom twenty-three are in daily at- 
tendance. The scholars come from the 
native free schools in the village, and 
generally exhibit much anxiety to at- 
tend. Their studies are reading, writ- 
ing, and arithmetic. Mr. Lawrence 


‘spends a small part of his time daily in 
ithe school and is assisted by Govindera- 


sa, a native teacher. 





Native Free Schools——The whole num- 
ber of these connected with the station 
within the year has been twenty, of 
which eleven have been in operation for 
twelve months, one for eleven months, 
one for eight months, and seven for five 
months. Fin ht of these schools have 
been under the direction of Mr. Dwight, 
the remainder, making on an average 
about eight schools during the year, have 
been superintended by Mr. Lawrence. 

The average daily stale in all 
the schools has been 364, though a much 
larger number have been connected with 
them. 

It is with peculiar pleasure we notice 
the formation, at this station, of an 
“Evangelical Society,” composed of na- 
tive persons connected with the mission. 
Their contributions have amounted to 
rs ht or ten rupees monthly. A flour- 

ishing school in a village near Dindigul || 
is supported by this society, and also a 
young man who is devoting his time 
principally to reading and study in order 
to prepare himself for labor as a cate- 
chist. 

A native Roman Catholic priest, of su- 
perior mind and acquisitions, has been || 
for several months connected with the 
mission, and his conduct has been such 
as to encourage the hope that he may 
become very useful. He seems to have 
renounced popery from a sincere convic- 
tion of its errors. Arrangements have || 
been made for his marriage, which is ex- 
pected to take place soon. 

Four or five short tours have been 
made by Mr. Lawrence, which have af- 
forded bien much encouragement and in- 
creased his estimation of the value of || 
this method of labor. 


Station at Tirumungalum. 


At this station, including two catechists, are 
six native assistants. The missionaries make 
the following remarks introductory to their re- 


port. 


For some time after the missionaries || 
commenced their operations much dis- 
trust and suspicion were manifested by 
the people, “ , though they would listen 
to instruction and receive christian books, | 
stood aloof from them in other respects, 
and refused to place their children in 
schools under the superintendence of the 
mission. This feeling has, to a great 
extent, subsided, but is still like a smoth- |) 
ered flame, ready to burst out anew at 
the first exciting cause. Several in- 
stances of this have recently occurred, 
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which show that the greatest caution is 
still needed in making every move, 
ment. 

Schools.—The whole number of native 
free schools established in connection 
with the station has been twelve, one of 
which was soon discontinued, partly on 
account of the unfaithfulness of the 
teacher, and partly from the fears of the 
people, which led them to withdraw most 
of their children from the school. Anoth. 
er school was broken up soon after its 
organization, entirely in consequence of 
the alarm and opposition of a part of the 
villagers. The ten remaining schools 
are in a prosperous state, and seem to 
enjoy, to a considerable extent, the confi- 
dence of the people. 

The number of scholars at the last 
monthly examination was 265, and their 
| progress under many difficulties has been 
‘such as to give much encouragement, 

Some of them have become able to read 

| with considerable fluency in the printed 
| school-books, and a large number have 
| committed to memory the first, and part 
of the second catechism. Monitors from 
about half the schools attend daily at the 
mission-house for instruction. 


An English School was commenced 
under promising circumstances, but the 
scholars soon left in consequence of a 
requisition that they should attend prayers 
}in the school. It has not yet been re- 
| sumed. 


| A Boarding School Jor Boys has also 
been commenced, but its numbers are 
still small. The fears of the people, 
which have operated so unfavorably on 
| the common schools, have presented stil] 
| greater obstacles to ‘the establishment of 
a boarding-school, but these obstacles 
‘seem to be in a course of gradual re- 
moval. 


Preaching.—There have been two 
stated meetings for public worship on the 
| Sabbath, one at nine, A. M., and one at 
half past three, P. M. The attendance 
/at these meetings has increased during 

_the year from fifteen or twenty to 120 or 
|130. Sometimes it has exceeded the last 
number, and the attention has been such 
as to afford ground for hope that some 
will derive lasting benefit from the truths 
to which they listen. 

Besides these meetings there are two 
for women, which are held late in the af- 
ternoon by Mrs. Tracy and Mrs. Muzzy, 
_which promise to do good. The children 
of the girls’ school on the compound 

‘also attend one of them. There is alsoa 
Sunday-school at half past ten, A. M, 
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and several exercises for monitors and 
others at different hours during the day. 

Tours—Four short tours for the pur- 

of distributing books and preaching 
to the people have been made: one 
twenty miles northwest, among the Kul- 
Jars or thieves; one forty miles west to 
Periacoolum and the Pulney mountains; 
another southwest thirty miles, to Sheva- 
Kasi and its vicinity; and the last south- 
east, twenty-five or thirty miles, to Tiru- 
chooly and several] other important towns 
in that direction. 

Distribution of Books.—This station 
appears to be very favorably situated for 
this department of labor. Numbers who 
visit, on various business, the tahseldar’s 
cutcherry, are directed by the cutcherry 
writers to the mission-house to receive 
books and converse respecting them: 
and as the mission compound is on the 
main road from the south and southwest 
parts of the country to Madura and Ma- 
dras, many travellers are led to the doors 
of the mission-house; and multitudes re- 
turning from a monthly feast at a cele- 
brated temple, a few miles from the sta- 
tion, ca with them to their homes 
tracts and portions of Scripture, which 
we have reason to believe are in many 
cases diligently read. The missionaries 
at this station have put into circulation 
during the year 1,775 portions of Scrip- 
ture and 18,000 tracts. 

Church—A church was formed here 
a few weeks since, consisting of the mis- 
sionaries and their wives, and, with one 
exception, the native assistants and cate- 
chists connected with the station. Con- 
siderable alarm was excited among the 
people, and many inquiries were made, 
as to what these new things meant. A 
report was widely circulated that the 
aidbeedinn monitors, and children 
connected with the mission would be 
compelled to drink some magic potion, 
by which they would all be made Chris- 
tians. A number of children were taken 
from the schools, and during the admin- 
istration of the ordinance on the Sabbath, 
several parents were seen walking back- 
wards and forwards before the mission- 
house, endeavoring by signs to call their 
children from so dangerous a place. All 
seemed much relieved when the exer- 
cises closed without any one having re- 
ceived injury, and the excitement soon 
subsided; but not, it is hoped, before a 
spirit of inquiry was stirred up, which, 
by the blessing of God, will arouse the 
dormant minds of the people and ad- 
vance the interests of the Redeemer’s 


kingdom. 








Station at Tirupoovanum. 


Including a superintendent of schools and a 
reader, there are three native assistants at Tiru- 
poovanum. 


Native Free Schools connected with 
this station seven, containing 240 boys. 

1 Boarding School for boys was com- 
menced about the middle of May, which 
now contains seven boys. For want of 
room, a suitable building, and other 
causes, comparatively little effort has 
been made to increase the number of 
boys, but there is reason to hope that 
there will soon be an increase, and that 
the school will be placed on a firmer 
foundation. 

1 Church was formed the second Sab- 
bath of September, when one person was 
received from the ranks of heathenism 
on a credible profession of his faith in 
Christ. At the following celebration of 
the ordinance in December another per- 
son was received also on his profession 
of faith and dependence upon the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the only Savior of sin- 
ners. With himself he presented his 
three children for baptism; they are in- 
teresting boys, the eldest of whom is a 
member of the boarding-school. At their 

tism they received the patriarchal ap- 
fations of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
In regard to the state of the station, 
and the prospects of doing good to the 
people, Mr. Crane says,—“The Lord has 
given us prosperity according to the 
means used, in every department of la- 
bor, and we have reason to think that we 
stand on more eligible ground now than 
we did a year ago. If an increased de- 
mand for books is a criterion by which 
we may judge, we know that we have 
made advances, for that demand has in- 
creased many fold. The information 

ined by intercourse with the people has 
ed us to the same result; for though 
there is much opposition to the truth 
manifested, we find many who are willing 
to listen and reason on the important 
subject which is the end of all our la- 
bors—salvation by Jesus Christ.” 


ba 
pe 


Station at Shevagunga. 
At Shevagunga are two native assistants, 


The Native Free Schools at this sta- 
tion are seven in number, all ef which 
are within the town, and consequently 
under the direct superintendence of the 
missionary. The scholars have been in- 


duced to come daily by classes to the 








mission-house for examination and in- 
struction, which is worthy of special no- 
tice, when the recent establishment of 
the station is considered. The whole 
number of scholars is three hundred. 

A flourishing lish School has been 
in operation almost from the commence- 
ment of the station, and contains the 
sons of some of the most respectable 
families in the place. They attend the 
daily Tamul worship on the mission 
premises, 

A ing School of ten boys was 
commenced several months since, and 
still continues in operation. 

The progress of the station has been 
somewhat retarded by its unsettled state 
since its first commencement. 


The missionaries close the report with the fol- 
lowing— 


Remarks upon the State of the Mission. 


We have thus made a brief review of 
the several stations connected with this 
mission. In taking a retrospect of the 
past year we are painfully reminded of 
the fact that so few have, through our in- 
strumentality, been delivered from the 
thraldom of Satan and translated into the 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior. We 
would not despise the day of small things, 
but as we know that “the hand of the 
Lord is not shortened that it cannot save, 
nor his ear heavy that it cannot hear,” 
we would ask, with deep humility and 
faithful self-examination, why it is that 
so few have believed our report? Why 
is it that the arm of the Lord has been 
revealed to so small a number of the 
many thousands by whom we are sur- 
rounded? And we would earnestly de- 
sire the prayers of the people of God, 
that the year upon which we are about to 
enter may be a year of the right hand of 
the Most High—a year when he shall 
pour out upon this parched ground, which 
we are called to cultivate, most abundant 
effusions of divine Pong 

But though so few have, so far as we 
know, been savingly converted from their 
sins the past year, we would praise the 
great Head of the Church that he has 
not left us without some tokens of his 
love. 

The conversion of souls, however de- 
sirable, is not the only mark of divine 
favor. He who is called to the labor of 
breaking up the fallow ground and cast- 
ing in the seed, is regarded with as 
much favor by the Lord of the harvest, 
as he to whom is committed the pleas- 
anter task of gathering in the fruit; and 
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both he that soweth and he that reapeth 
shall rejoice er. 
We are still engaged in breaki 

the soil; but we have reason to believe 
that the Lord has gone before us to pre. 
pare the way for the reception of his own 
gospel Every department of our labors 

ave been on the advance during the 
past year. We have enjoyed the friend- 
ship and countenance of all the 
residents in the district, and in some 
cases they have given substantial eyi- 
dence of their favorable disposition to- 
wards our labors among the people. 











- a 
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REPORT OF THE MISSION FOR THE 
YEAR 1839. 
Royapoorum. 


Printing.—Respecting the station under his 
care Mr. Winslow writes— 


The printing establishment has pro- 
ceeded through the year in a satisfac 
manner. Besides various works in . 
lish, and in English and Tamul, or Eng- 
lish and Teloogoo—and comprising pe- 
riodicals, school-books, etc., there have 
been printed as follows: 


P 
For Madras Bible Society, about 4 000 
For Madras Tract and Book Society, 3,000,000 
For American Bible Society, 2,000,000 
For American Tract Society, 3,000,000 
For individuals, in native language, 500. 
13,000,000 


A considerable part of the above has 
been of the octavo size, some in 18mo, 
and the greater portion in duodecime, 
Except the tracts for the American Tract 
Society, the editions have not been 
usually large, being most of them about 
5,000. Were there large editions of 
sinall books, the same number of pages 
would make a much smaller amount of 
work. 

Congregation and Schools.—There has 
been little of change or variety in the 

roceedings of the mission the past year. 
he congregations have remained much 
the same, and the only important chan 
in the schools has been in giving up 
English school at Royapoorum about the 
middle of the year. This was owing, in 
to its interference with Mrs. Wins- 
ow’s girls’ school at the station; and in 
part to the want of a suitable teacher to 
carry forward the boys as was desirable 





in their farther study of English. It was 
deemed better for them to go to one of 
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the valuable institutions in town for this 

Some few of the boys had also 
left through fear, in consequence of one 
of the number having fallen into the well 
on the premises and drowned. He had, 
as it appears, gone down the steps inside 
of the well, which is large near the 
water, but that being a little lower than 
usual, he probably stooped down to reach 
it and lost his balance, by which he fell 
and could not recover himself. As the 
boys and their parents are alike supersti- 
tious, and the former feared that their 
children, contrary to express orders, 
would go into the well, some of them 
were kept at home; they would, however, 
have returned, it is probable, after the 
first alarm had subsided. 


In the free schools under the care of Mr. 
Winslow are 212 ‘pupils, of whom twenty-five 
are girls. 


At the public examination on the 24th 
of December, the children acquitted 
themselves well, and several received 
small rewards. They generally attend 
on the Sabbath the Sunday-school, which 
commences at eight o’clock, and preach- 
ing at half past nine; and on Tuesdays 

who can read come to a catechetical 
and Bible class. The progress they make 
in scripture knowledge, as well as in an 
acquaintance with other studies, is very 
pleasing, though we see no decisive evi- 
dence that the good seed is so springing 
up in their hearts as to bring forth fruit 
unto life. 

A communion season was observed for 
the native church at Royapoorum on the 
3d September, when one native was bap- 
tized and admitted to the church. This 
is only the second accession of the kind. 
The man was a schoolmaster named Sa- 
voyen. He has since his reception been 
beset by the Romanists, who have suc- 
ceeded in leading him into some incon- 
sistences of conduct, but not, we hope, so 
that he will make ‘shipwreck of faith. 
Several natives, besides the members of 
this church, communicated with us, and 
it was an interesting occasion. 

There are now some four or five can- 
didates for admission to the church, of 
whom one or two may be received in a 
few days. 

My en ments in connection with 
the press and as secretary of the Madras 
Tract and Book Society, occupy so much 
of my time, that, except preaching on the 
Sabbath and occasionally on a week day 
or evening, I am not able to do much to 
make known the gospel. A part of the 
year an evening service has been held in 
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a part of the suburbs not far from my 
house. I sometimes go out among the 
— in the streets, and from house to 
ouse, and distribute tracts, but not regu- 
larly and day by day as I could wish. 
There is in fact in this great city but 
little street and bazaar preaching, com- 
pared with the call for it; but still, to 
some extent, light and truth go forth and 
knowledge is increased. 


Chintadrepettah. 
Of his station Doct. Scudder writes— 


Schools.—Nothing out of the usual 
course has occurred during the year in 
my missionary labors. My schools have 
been regularly kept up, and are seven in 
number. ‘To these I have devoted con- 
siderable attention when not e ed in 
other business out of the city. My prac- 
tice has been to visit one of them daily; to 
have the pupils read; and to converse with 
them on religious subjects, and pray with 
them. The books used as reading-books 
have been the Gospels or other portions 
of the Scriptures, and the ‘Blind Way’ 
and almanac have been introduced for a 
similar purpose. I felt it very desirable 
that my first classes of readers should 
become well acquainted with the con- 
tents of the two works last mentioned; 
and on this account my native a has 
spent much of his time in explainin 
what to them is difficult to be a sora 4 
Many of the children have considerable 
knowledge of the truths of Christianity, 
and have been taught much of the ab- 
surdity of their own system. Truth, 
however, has in no instance, so far as I 
have witnessed, made any saving impres- 
sion upon any one of their minds. 

My schoolmasters have been much in- 
structed. As usual they have attended 
at the station on Tuesdays to read the 
word of God and hear its meaning ex- 
plained, but they are giving me fearful 
evidence that they are in the gall of bit- 
terness and in the bonds of —— 

Within the year, my native helper, 
Samuel Downer, lost his wife. She died 
with the small-pox, in October last, while 
I was absent from home on one of my 
tours. She was, as I have every reason 
to believe, prepared for a better world, 
and into it she has, I doubt not, entered, 
She has rendered herself useful by 
teaching a little female school, and in 
conversing and praying with a number of 
women whom Mrs. W. had assembled on 
the afternoon of each Tuesday for relig- 
ious instruction. Her loss, h y 
speaking, is great. She was educated at 
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Oodooville, and there, I trust, she met 
with that change of heart which prepared 
her for the inheritance which through 
grace she has obtained. 

Tours.—About three months of the 
year I have spent in the country, in dis- 
tributing portions of the Scriptures and 
tracts. Of the former I gave away about 
5,000, and of the latter about 10,000; 
also a considerable number of almanacs 
and of small tracts both in Tamul and 
Teloogoo have also been distributed. A 
few tracts in the Hindoostanee language 
have also been ‘distributed among Mo- 
hammedans. The work of distributing 
the Scriptures and tracts I consider to be 
a good work and one which ought to 
have many persons engaged in it. I 
have made it a point in general to preach 
the gospel to all to whom they have been 
given. In this way thousands have heard 
of the name of Jesus. 


LETTER FROM MR. WINSLOW, 
june 10rn, 1840. 


DATED 


Tour to Conjeveram—Remarks on the 
lace. 


On the 14th of May, 1840, Mr. Winslow and 
Doct. Scudder made an excursion to Conjeve- 
ram, about forty-six miles southerly from Ma- 
dras. Their object was to preach the gospel 
and distribute books and tracts during one of 
the great festivals. Of the results of the tour 
Mr. Winslow remarks— 


We have distributed in all 1,250 Gos- 
pels, 150 Epistles, 1,400 Blind Way, 
1,400 Tamvl Calendar; and have address- 
ed more or less particularly, (generally 
from ten to fifteen or twenty minutes, in 
companies of from ten to twenty,) about 
1,500 individuals. ‘They have mostly 
been respectable people, and the greater 
part adults. May the Lord now water 
the seed sown with the rain of his Spirit. 

Perhaps a remark or two concerning 
Conjeveram may be acceptable. It is 
one of the most sacred‘ places in India. 
Ail who die there are sure of bliss. It is 
the reputed birth-place of Siva, one of the 
Hindoo triad, and is much celebrated in 
the Scanda Purana. There are now 
there four principal temples, each con- 
sisting of three or four immense towers, 
from one hundred to two hundred and 
fifty feet in height on the sides of the 
outer walls, inclosing the choultries and 
fanes. Some of these are very ancient. 
One was occupied for a time by the 
troops of Tippoo Sultan, but has since 
recovered from the pollution then occa- 
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sioned. For fear the idol of one of the 
temples would be taken off by the Mos- 
lems, as it was of gold, it was secre 
conveyed in a large bundle of hay to 
Tanjore, where it now is, and cannot be 
recovered from the rajah. The place ig 
not only sacred to Siva, but also to Vish- 
nu, in honor of whom the principal festi- 
val is now held, as his temple is the rich. 
est. The government are now gradually 
withdrawing their support from the tem- 
ples; the people are no — forced to 
drag the cars, and these large edifices 
will of course suffer and probably 
more or less to decay. The smaller tem- 
ie are every where kept in good repair, 
hey are places of devil-worship. 

It was enconraging to find so great a 
greediness in the people generally to ob- 
tain books. But it must not be supposed 
that they of course lay them up carefully 
and read them understandingly. Several 
who had previously received some books, 
mentioned it in applying for others, but 
with two or three exceptions, could give 
no satisfactory account of what they had 
read. They may no doubt have learned 
something, though unable to express it; 
yet it would be a mistake’for our friends 
at home to suppose that the seed thus 
scattered in the wilderness is as likely to 
take root and spring up, as that sown in 
cultivated ground; or that, except the 
distribution of bocks is accompanied by 
more or less oral instruction, and is made 
where those who receive them may have 
access to a missionary for a more full 
explanation and enforcement of the truth, 
usually much can be expected from them. 
Now and then there may be an instance 
where, even among the heathen, the 
Bible alone is made effectual to their sal- 
vation. But, if the books even excite 
inquiry, or effect any thing like a “ 
paration of condition” for the opredt' at 
the gospel by other means, as schools 
and preaching the word, great good will 
be the result. One of the most obvious 
effects, at present, of Bible and tract dis- 
tribution is a gradual increase of christian 
light, which is affecting to some extent 
the state of society, even where Chris- 
tianity is not received or idolatry aban- 
y vase f We heard while at Conjeveram, 
of an instance of direct usefulness of one 
of the tracts called the Blind Way, 
which had been given by Doct. 8. to a 
pandurum some time before. In conse- 
quence of reading it he had renounced 
his begging profession, thrown off his 
yellow garment and sacred beads, and 
commenced attending on religious in- 
struction from a missionary. 
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As I have not communicated any regu- 
lar notices of my station this year, I will 
mention that just before leaving for Jaff- 
na a meeting of our church was held, 
Doct. and Mrs, Scudder being with us, 
and a candidate admitted to communion. 
His name is Sandoshum. He was for 
some time a schoolmaster in my ps 
ment, but is now in the printing estab- 
lishment. His parents were protestants, 
but he had received almost no instruc- 
tion, and was little better than a heathen 
when he was first empioyed as a school- 
master. But he piney improved, and 
there is reason to hope that he has really 

d from death unto life. He was 
married a little more than a year and a 
half since, and his only child was bap- 
tized at the time he was admitted. At 
this communion season (January 22d,) 
several other candidates offered them- 
selves for admission, but it was not 
thought best to receive them at that time. 
They are still candidates. Our congre- 

ions have recently been very good, 
andthe schools are in a state of tolerable 
efficiency. Doct. S. is to leave on a tour 
in eight or ten days, to be absent about 
six weeks. He takes with him about 
9,000 of the Blind Way, (stitched,) 6,000 
Gospels, 2,500 Tamul Calendars, etc., to 
distribute in the Cuddalore and Tanjore 
districts. 
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REPORT OF THE AHMEDNUGGUR STA- 
TION FOR THE YEAR 1839, 


AFTER noticing the accession of Messrs. Bur- 
gess and French and their wives to the number 
of laborers at the station, Mr. Ballantine, writ- 
ing on behalf of the brethren, proceeds to give 
some 


Notices respecting the Native Church. 


On the first Sabbath in January one 
man of good caste was baptized and ad- 
mitted to the communion of the Lord’s 
supper. He had long been an inmate 
of the poor-house, and had several times 
before asked for baptism, but was not 
thought properly prepared for admission 
to the church. He has now been receiv- 
ed after a careful examination of his 
views and feelings. He was formerly 
engaged in the manufacture of silk at 
Peythun, and was doing well, so far as 
worldly interests are concerned, but be- 
ing attacked with the leprosy, he was 
thrown out of employment and deserted 
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by his wife and friends. After having 
lived for some time on the little prope: 
which he had acquired, he was at ~—z 
reduced to beggary; and coming to Ah- 
mednuggur, was received into the poor- 
house, where he learned that truth 
which we trust has made him wise unto 
salvation. He is a very intelligent man, 
perhaps forty years old, and since his ad- 
mission to the church has, so far as we 
know, walked worthy of his profession. 
He was formerly very quarrelsome, but 
for the last year he has appeared very 
different. e cannot but hope that he . 
is really a child of God, although in so 
many cases we find it difficult to judge 
as to the true character. 

The conversion of the two brahmin 
brothers and all the circumstances con- 
nected with it, were given very c.! ina 
previous letter, [pp. 263 and 301.] Noth- 
ing new has occurred with regard to 
them, and of course no farther mention 
of them is necessary in this report. 
They still appear well, doing their daily 
duties and pursuing their daily studies 
in such a way as to give entire satisfac- 
tion. 

There were others also, who for a time 
appeared to be the subjects of religious 
impression, but with regard to some of 
these, the excitement which prevailed in 
the community, and circumstances con- 
nected with it, dispersed those thoughts 
and feelings which had been awakened 
in their minds, and they returned to the 
same carelessness and thoughtlessness 
which they had before indulged. With 
regard to others, however, we feel satis- 
fied that the impressions received then 
have not been effaced. At that time of 
excitement, when any appearance of sid- 
ing with us, or of favorable feeling to- 
wards Christianity served as an occasion 
for reproach, there were several who evi- 
dently concealed their feelings and ex- 
hibited a spirit of hostility towards us in 
self-defence. Two or three of these have 
since exhibited great interest on the sub- 
ject of religion; but whether we shall 
ever be permitted to number them among 
the disciples of Christ or not, God only 
knows. Still the impressions made on 
their minds, even if they proceed no far- 
ther, encourage us. 

Of the members of the church, duri 
the past year, two have been removed, 
as we trust, to a better world. They 
were both inmates of the poor-house, and 
were baptized, one by Mr. Reed in 1832, 
the other by Mr. Allen in 1836. 

We have still seven members of the 
church, inmates of the poor-house, who 
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have in general acted consistently with 
their profession. 

Dajeeba, our native assistant, has af- 
forded us important aid the past year in 
the work of instruction. Inthe discharge 
of all his duties he is very regular and 
faithful. He has a daily religious exer- 
cise with the people of the poor-house, 
and gives them religious instruction on 
the Sabbath. Since October he has also 
assisted Mr. Abbott in the boys’ semi- 
nary. Previous to this time he had al- 
ways occupied a house in connection 
with one of our houses. We now re- 
moved him a short distance from us, to a 
house surrounded with native dwellin 
where we hoped many natives might be 
induced to come and receive instruction, 
who would be afraid to come into our 
confines. The result has in a measure 
answered our expectations. Dajeeba’s 
house now forms a distinct station in Ah- 
mednuggur, where natives resort for in- 
struction, and where our other converts 
often go and hold conversations with the 
people, and where we also regularly hold 
meetings. We cannot but hope that the 
result of this experiment will be good, 
and we shall be happy to be able to es- 
tablish other little centres of light in the 
midst of the genera] darkness. 

The whole number of native members 
of our church is twelve, consisting of six 
males and six females. They are indeed 
a small and feeble band, but our hope is 
in God that he will “look down from 
heaven and behold and visit this vine.” 
If his blessing be upon us, we shall not 
be discouraged. 


Common Free Schools. 


At the beginning pf the year we had 
five schools in Ahmednuggur and its vi- 
cinity, and four schools in the villages 
around. Of these, two schools in town 
and two in the neighboring villages are 
all that now remain. We had also two 
small girls’ schools in operation at the 
commencement of the year, which have 
since been discontinued. The causes 
which led to the dismission of so many 
schools were given fully in our letter of 
last September. The excitement pro- 
duced in the community by the conver- 
sion of the two young brahmins was such 
as to drive all our brahmin school-teach- 
ers entirely from our service, and prevent 
brahmin boys in a great measure from 
attending our schools. The two village 
schools, however, which now remain, 
contain quite a number of brahmin boys 
and flourish much better than we expect- 
ed. The two schools in town are doing 
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very well. The attendance has 
an avera 
one, and 
year. 

The teachers of our town schools, to- 
gether with all others in our employ who 
are prepared to engage in such an exer. 
cise, have been required to meet every 
Sabbath evening and every Thursday 
evening at Mr. Ballantine’s house, where 
they read the Scriptures, or some other 
religious book, and a free conversation ig 
held on the subjects suggested. In thig 
way their views and feelings on the sub. 
ject of religion are easily drawn out, and 
an a is afforded for answerin 
doubts, and for impressing truth on their 
minds, and for repeating that impression 
as occasion may require. By means of 
these little meetings a great amount of 
religious instruction has been communi- 
cated the past year, and those who attend 
are among those with regard to whom 
we feel most hope that they will one day 
know and receive the truth as it is in 
Jesus. Several of the boys belongi 
to the higher classes of our schools oe 
also usually attended these meetings. 

Our schools in the villages we cannot 
expect to superintend as closely as we 
can the schools in town, but then they 
form an important part of our operations, 
In making tours around we always direct 
our first attention to the villages where 
our schools are situated, and gene 
find the people there better prepared than 
in other places for hearing and under- 
standing “the word of this salvation,” 
And we can pursue any systematic course 
that we please with regard to visiting 
and instructing them. 

As to the schools which have been dis- 
missed, we think that we have reason to 
| be encouraged in view of what has been 

done by them. Considerable knowledge 

of divine truth has been communicated 
| by their means, and the impression has 
been made that Christianity stands on 
such a foundation that idolatry is in great 
danger before the christian religion has 
gained ground very extensively among 
the pedple. All that we have given for 
the support of these schools has, we 
think, been well bestowed. One thing is 
certain, we have raised up a large class 
of readers, who can read and coletall 
the tracts and books which we dis- 
tribute. 

With regard to female education in 
general we are unable to say any thing 
encouraging. Some of the higher class- 
es of natives here would doubtless be 
= to educate their daughters, but the 

ear of exciting the prejudices of their 


about fifty scholars to the 
-six to the other during the 
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le, and the difficulty of procuri 
Pritable teachers to cates their we 
ilies and teach, constitute great obstacles 
in the way of accomplishing this object. 
Were circumstances favorable, we might 
assist them some; but as any connection 
with us would only increase the suspi- 
cions of the community around them, 
they would fear to have any thing to do 
with us in this matter. And in this re- 
spect, the events which have taken place 

ae year have tended rather to raise 

arrier between us, than to destro 

it. This is the case in general, thoug 
not without exceptions. We could not, 
however, have expected that it would be 
otherwise. The conversion of a brahmin 
necessarily excited the feelings of those 
who are interested in the continuance 
of idolatry, and makes them more violent 

inst us, and against all who show 
themselves friendly to us. 


Semi for Boys—Girls’ Boardi 
“if School— Preaching. 7 
We come now to the subject of board- 
ing-schools. These, we are happy to say, 
have not been affected at all unfavorably 
by the various events of the past year. 
In the boys’ seminary, the whole number 
of scholars has been from fifty-five to 
sixty. All of them, with the exception 
of twelve, are able to read and write 
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Mahratta. Thirty-eight boys are study- 
ing English. Their proficiency is va- 
rious. . 

Mr. Abbott spends three or four hours 
daily in instructing the boys, and has 
two or three assistants to aid him in the | 
instruction and management of the school. | 
Besides the daily reading of the Scrip- | 
tures, which he attends with them, he has | 
an exercise for them on the afternoon of 
the Sabbath, when he hears the lessons | 
which they have been preparing during 
the day. He also holds a Bible class 
with the more advanced scholars on some 
evening during the week. 

The number of girls in the female 
boarding-school has been the past year 
from twenty to twenty-six. Of these all 
but one or two are able to read Mah- 
ratta. 

Mrs. Ballantine has, during the past 
year, spent more than two hours daily in 
the school giving instruction, and for 
several months two hours more were oc- 
cupied in superintending the girls’ sew- 
ing. She has been assisted a eo of 
the time by a native teacher, and since 
the conversion of the two brahmins, they 
have devoted much of their time to in- 
structing the girls. 
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The religious instruction given at hoth 
the schools we endeavor to make as 
great in amount, and to repeat as often 
as possible. The end which we propose 
to ourselves in all our efforts for these 
children is the conversion of at least 
some of the number to God. And when 
we see the impression made on the 
minds of many of them, we feel encour- 
aged to hope for the best with regard to 
them. : 

Many of the children often mention in- 
cidentally that they pray to God daily, 
and we believe some of them do so. 
May he hear their prayers and save them. 
Should such an event as the conversion 
of any of the children in our boarding- 
schools occur, we should probably see 
many of the scholars now with us taken 
away immediately. Still the truth which 
they will have learned while here may 
prove a blessing to them even when re- 
moved from us. The events which have 
| occurred during the past year, in connec- 

tion with the Scotch mission-school in 
Bombay, show plainly that, although a 
shock might be given to such an institu- 
tion by such an event, it will soon again 
recover from it. 

Preaching. In consequence of our 
small number at this station, the public 
preaching of the gospel has been carried 
on to a less extent than usual. On Sab- 
bath morning we have public services in 
the chapel, at which all persons in our 
/employ and otherwise connected with us 
attend. We often have occasional hear- 
ers also, but their number is never great. 
It is encourging, however, to see any at 
tend in this way. In the afternoon and 
evening of the Sabbath we have thought 
|it best to hold private exercises with the 
scholars of our boarding-schools, and for 
| those in our employ, and our teachers, in 
|consequence of the peculiar relation in 
which we stand to them, rather than de- 
_vote the time to public exercises. Dur- 
_ing the week also we have private meet- 
/ings with our church members. We 
have not gone out much among the na- 
| tives to converse with them on the sub- 
ject of religion, but we have had frequent 
opportunity at our own houses to tell 
, them of the things which relate to their 
everlasting peace. We have often been 
encouraged by seeing them come to con- 
verse with us, even when severe threats 
were made against all who should pre 
sume to visit us. There are those too 
among this number, who seem to have a 
good understanding of christian truth and 
a desire to embrace it, but who ap to 
be kept back only by the fear of the dif- 
ficulties in their way. We know that 




















many avoid all reflection on the subject 
of religion, from the fear that they shall 
be led to see too plainly their obliga- 
tions to forsake the wicked customs of 
their people, and thus bring upon them- 
selves lasting disgrace. Oh that the 
Spirit of God would give them firmness 
and courage sufficient to encounter every 
difficulty here, for the sake of obtaining 
eternal life hereafter. _ 


Remarks on the Influence of Recent 
Events. 


The events of the last year have done 
much, we think, to spread the knowled 
of the gospel in Ahmednuggur and the 
villages around. People now understand 
that there is something in the christian 
religion which is powerful to the conver- 
sion of men, and they are afraid to come 
into contact with it. Formerly very few 
in this place knew the object for which 
we came here. Now the at mass 
know that it is our aim to lead men from 
the worship of idols to the worship of the 
one living and true God, and to a belief 
in his son Jesus Christ. They know too 
that we seek not so much a change of 
external customs, as a change of mind 
and heart—a change which no bribes 
can produce, and which can be brought 
about only by a thorough conviction of 
the truth of our religion. The remark 
has been made by those who have no 
connection with us, that money could 
never have led our brahmih converts to 
forsake their religion and friends. For- 
merly the people here were not afraid to 
enter into argument with us, thinking 
that their religion rested on a sure foun- 
dation. Now they are unwilling to argue 
when the subject is proposed. Many 
have met Narayan and Haripant since 
they united with the christian church, 
and asked them why they forsook their 
religion, the religion of their fathers; and 
when told that the christian religion was 
from God, that it was wrong to worship 
idols, etc., they have replied that they did 
not wish to discuss that point, but they 
thought it a for any one to forsake 
his religion. Indeed, oso of all 
classes, with whom we have met, and 
who have come into contact with our na- 
tive converts, have seemed to avoid as 
much as possible any reference to the 
foundation on which the two religions 
rest. We cannot but hope that this 
feeling will continue to extend, and that 
some may be led by the grace of God to 
place their hopes on a foundation that 
will never fail them. 


Mahrattas:— Letter from Mr. Munger. 











Nov. 


The past past year has certainly been 


an important one to us in our missi 
work, and it will have an important in. 
fluence on our future operations. The 
events which have taken place in Bom. 
ba a the peemece there on the 
subject of missionary efforts, the petition 
from the natives, in which they 

the government to use its influence to 
stop the progress of religious truth, and 
the decided stand which the government 
seem disposed to take on the subject— 
all these things are tending, as we thi 

to Sat ae of at knowledge of the 
gospel of Christ, an ing the wa 
of the Lord. Pe , 


LETTER FROM MR. MUNGER, DATED JAL- 
NA, JAN. 2p, 1840. 


Tours for Distributing Books and 
Tracts. 


On the 26th of November, I left home, 
in company with Francis, my native as- 
sistant, on a tour to Aurungabad. We 
were absent nine days. The Lord pre- 
pared the way before us, so that we ob- 
tained a ready access to the people of 
the villages through which we passed, 
At Aurungabad we visited only that part 
of the city which is chiefly inhabited by 
Hindoos, and here we found great num- 
bers of readers who were not simply wil- 
ling to receive our books, but were even 
importunate to obtain them. This being 
the scene of Mr. Stone’s labors in this 
place, the people were not ignorant of the 
character of these books, nor of our de- 
sign in distributing them. They under. 
stood well that the object of our desire 
and endeavor is, by these means to sub- 
vert the ancient rites and usages of their 
nation; to turn away the current of their 
affections from the polluted objects of 
their homage and adoration, and to cause 
it to flow out towards Jesus, whom we 
esteem the chief among ten thousand, 
the one altogether lovely. Still they 
manifested no displeasure at our labors 
among them. I preached on the Sab- 
bath to a small congregation of Eu- 
ropeans. 

On our return we passed through two 
villages, in which, at one time, we had 
schools. I was sorry to find that our ex- 
ample had not had the effect to induce 
the people to sustain schools at their own 
expense. Indeed we see but very little 
fruit of our labors among them, which 
appears satisfactory. The parents feel 
too little interest in the improvement of 
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their children to take any care to have 
them retain what has been taught them; 
and the children are too inconsiderate to 
do this, unless they have occasion to 
bring their attainments into frequent 
tice. It hence becomes a matter of 

much importance to keep those who are 
able to read well supplied with books 
which will interest and instruct them. 
It occurs to me as being a promisin 
means of good to present each chil 
who is a good reader, on his leaving 
school, with a copy of the New Testa- 
ment. This will afford him the means of 
retaining what he has learned in school, 
and of improving his acquaintance with 
the things which relate to salvation. 

During the month of December we 
performed a tour of eleven — in which 
we visited Paitan, Rakshas Chuwan, and 
Shahagar, on the Godavari river, and re- 
turned by the way of Ambard, a large 
town sixteen miles to the south of this 
lace. The kindness with which we 
were at all times treated, and the readi- 
ness with which the people received our 
books, gave us much encouragement in 
these labors, and excited in us feelings 
of thankfulness for being counted worthy 
toengage inthem. We have distributed 
on these tours some four hundred copies 
of the separate gospels and Acts of the 
Apostles, and one thousand seven hun- 
dred tracts of different sizes. 


Schools—A promising Inquirer—Need of 
Prayer. 


Our schools continue in much the same 
state, as that in which they were when I 
last wrote you. There are several boys 
in the boarding-school to whom we de- 
sire to give employment in school-keep- 
ing. They are much better qualified for 
this business than any other persons 
whom we can obtain. A feeling is be- 

inning to be manifested on the part of 
the parents, that their sons have been ab- 
sent long enough in school, and they 
should now begin to be of service to 
them. The circumstances of these per- 
sons are such that we cannot altogether 
discountenance this feeling, and we wish 
to qualify them in a way which shall be 
productive of the greatest amount of 
good both to them and to us. It has 
never been our expectation that this 
school would attain any higher character 
than that of furnishing competent and 
well qualified teachers for our free 
schools. If it shall do this, we shall be 
amply repaid for all our expense and la- 
bor. If we could send out some four or 
five lads into the neighboring villages, as 








schoolmasters, who should succeed well 
in business, this would have the most 
happy influence upon the character of this 
school. People will then see that our 
object is really to do their children good, 
and to promote the welfare of the pa- 
rents; and thus will they be more easily 
induced to commit their children to our 
care and instruction. Parents never 
think of the moral effect of education, or 
its effect upon the happiness of their 
children, otherwise than as it may con- 
tribute to feed and clothe them. Hence 
it is not strange that there are those who 
question the utility of our educational 
measures, and misrepresent our inten- 
tions. Demonstration only can convince 
such persons. 

We are still exerting ourselves in be- 
half of female education. As we have 
never offered money as an inducement to 
the parents to send their daughters to us, 
in any other way than as a compensation 
for labor, we have not yet made much 
progress. The prejudices against the 
instruction of females in reading are so 
strong, and the difficulties in the way of 
overcoming the prepossessions in favor 
of ancient usages are so many, that we 
are sometimes almost ready to give up 
the effort as hopeless; but the Lord has 
then increased our faith, and enabled us 
to hold on our way. 

The old blind woman, of whom I spoke 
in my former communication, continues 
to encourage in our minds some hope that 
she may know the joys of pardoned sin. 
We have taken her into one of our out- 
houses, and thus have her under our im- 
mediate care. She is very feeble, and 
cannot long continue an inhabitant of 
this world. She often speaks of death as 
being desirable, and seems to have much 
confidence that she shall go to be with 
Jesus. Still she is so ignorant, and re- 
tains in mind so little of what she hears 
about divine things, that we find it quite 
difficult to form an opinion regarding her 
iritual state. We incline to the belief 
that she may be in Christ Jesus. The 
other two remain much as they were; 
though we feel less confidence in their 
seriousness. 

We much feel our need of the influ- 
ence of prayer, in order to the success of 
our work. All that we do will prove ut- 
terly unavailing, without the annointing 
of the Holy One. He only can impart 
spiritual life to those who are dead in 
trespasses and sins. He must arrest the 
attention of these deceived mortals, and 
fix their minds upon the truths which we 
present to them, or all our schools, our 
tours, and our labors will fail of bringing 
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one soul to Jesus. We must pray more, 
and Christians at home must pray more. 
Christ will receive the heathen for his 
inheritance, when he shall ask for this 
blessing; but he will ask through his 
sanctified ones. John saw in the hands 
of the four and twenty elders golden 
vials full of odours, which are the prayers 
of the saints, and heard them saying, 
“Thou art worthy, for thou hast redeem- 
ed us unto God by thy blood, out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation.” 


REPORT OF THE STATION AT MALCOLM 
PETH, FOR THE YEAR 1839, 


Mr. Graves, writing from his station on the 
Maherburlishwur Hills, gives the following ac- 
count of the events and labors of the year. 


We have at occasion to acknowl- 
edge the yo which even till now 
abounds to us in an unexpected degree 
of health, and in the almost constant 


—- of publishing salvation. We 
ave remained here the whole year, not 
excepting the unusually severe rains. 


During those months my health was the 

rest; but since, it has considerably 
improved; and neither of us has been, to 
any considerable extent, interrupted in 
our daily round of duty. 

Mrs. Graves’s principal labor, which 
is quite as much as her strength is com- 
petent to, has of course been in her na- 
tive boarding-school. The number of 
girls has averaged about thirty. In 
teaching and hearing their lessons most- 
ly from the Scriptures, but including 
something of geography, arithmetic, the 
English language and grammar, she 
spends the hours of eight and nine in the 
morning, and those of two and three or 
four in the afternoon. And nearly all 
the remaining hours of morning, noon, 
and evening are devoted tg their general 
management and their needle exercise. 
As they and their friends are poor, they 
are allowed to have nearly all the avails 
of their labor: and some of them are 
truly industrious. The school, though 
expensive, has been for the most part 
supported by liberal donations from la- 
dies and gentlemen, who, in the open 
season, visit this station for health. 

In order to encroach as little as possi- 
ble on our funds, no school for boys has 
been maintained in the village. The 
boys have consequently spent their time 
in idle plays, and usual wickedness. For 
the same reason, few excursions have 
been made to the neighboring villages. 
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In the coldest season, however, I went 
down to Wayee, about twenty miles 
hence. 

Partly to spare funds, and partly to fa- 
vor my health, I have had a pundit but 
for a very few days. I have, however, 
revised the book of Psalms in my own 
translation, and it is now in the press, 

My week-day labor has been, as be- 
fore, to expound the Scriptures for about 
half an hour at ten o'clock, to the school 
and all whom we can collect. And once 
or twice a day, except in the rains, and 
when my health seemed to forbid, I have 
spent more or less time in going among 
the people of the village and invitin 
them to receive the gospel; but, though 
take Scriptures and tracts with me, I dis- 
tribute but few. 

On Sundays I have held religious ser- 
vices as before, at nine in the morning, 
and at half past two in the afternoon, 
These hours are chosen to allow Mrs, 
Graves and myself to attend the English 
worship at the church twice. On one 
such occasion I took, by invitation, the 
native members of our church with me, 
and they there k of the sacrament 
of the Lord’s supper, while I was permit- 
ted to interpret the formula to them in 
Mahratta. The number of my hearers 
varies not much from thirty to eighty. 
Their attention, though not that of the 
deepest seriousness, is almost always en- 
couraging. 

The little native church consists now 
of seven members. Four of them are 
Chinese convicts, one was a Roman 
Catholic, and a man and his wife were 
Mabrattas of the caste of cultivators, 
The Roman Catholic and the wife of the 
Mahratta were received in July. They 
both appear well. The former is a young 
man of promising capacity, and at first, 
especially, he suffered not a little perse- 
cution, and was threatened with assassi- 
nation, if he persisted in his profession. 
Soon after the reception of these, a case 
of gross apostasy occurred, and was fol- 
lowed by excommunication. The woman 
was formerly a Mohammedan; and though 
she had stood high in our confidence for 
two years, she finally proved guilty of 
almost all the grosser sins. She seduced 
also her daughter, after about two months 
effort, to leave the school and to renounce 
sang all attachment to Christianity. 

he latter was of course baptized, and, 
before her mother’s apostasy became 
known, had, with several other pupils, 
manifested unusual seriousness and many 
hopeful appearances of even piety. The 
remaining Mahratta man and his wife 
have four children, who of course have 
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been baptized. The eldest daughter 
was married, by the special permission 
of government, to one of the Chinese 
convicts, a member of the church, in 
July last. 














China. 


LETTER FROM DOCT. PARKER, DATED 
CANTON, APRIL 12TH, 1840. 


In giving an account of his situation and labors 
at Canton, where he was still permitted to re- 
side, notwithstanding the political commotions, 
Doct. Parker remarks— 


The number of patients is again limit- 
ed only by my ability to receive them. 
The still increasing number of men in 
office who call on me greatly augments 
my labor, as they require more formality 
and attention than ordinary men; and the 
correspondence required by some of 
them, though beneficial to one wishing 
to acquire the language, is still an addi- 
tional labor. I have just received a long 
communication from a high officer of 
Wei-Chow-foo, whom I first saw a month 
and a half since at one of the houses, 
afflicted with tic-doloreux, saying that he 
has been much relieved, and desiring 
more medicine. 

Also the labor of translating, since Mr. 
B.’s absence, has been arduous, some- 
times encroaching upon the hours appro- 
priate for rest. 


Doct. Parker remarks that it is impossible to 
conjecture what turn the controversy between 
the Chinese and the British will take. A sur- 
prising apathy prevails g the people of 
Canton, attended with their habitual self-conceit, 
which leads them to suppose their nation im- 
pregnable. From the statements that follow it 
would seem that a somewhat unusual measure 
of toleration is exercised towards the christian 
converts residing at Canton. 





Leang Afa is now with his family in 
Canton, and calls on me almost daily. 
He appears a humble Christian and well 
grounded in the faith of the gospel. He 
may be said to labor assiduously in the 
cause of his divine Master, a cause he 
evidently loves. He distributes a few 
books, hus a little congregation of those 
who join him in the worship of the true 
God and the Savior of the world. He 
has recently baptized several adults on 
profession of their faith in the gospel, 
and also several children. Some of them 
Thad seen. On the son of one of them 
I operated for a disease of the eye. The 











evangelist was nt. A gentleman 
who assisted on the occasion subsequent- 
ly inquired, “Who was that Chinese so 
attentive and sympathizing ?” A stranger 
to him could but take knowledge that he 
had imbibed the spirit of Christ. I love 
him much. His wife has once been to 
the hospital wishing to see me. Her ap- 
pearance was grati ying. Atih, his son, 
who is now the viceroy’s chief interpret- 
er, visits me coumslenntips He is a you 
gentleman, amiable, intelligent, nd I 
trust pious, and ardently devoted to the 

ood of his country. He was married a 
- months since. He appears to be 
living a life of prayer. The honesty and 
simplicity of his heart was expressed the 
other day in reference to his father’s re- 
ceiving pay from missionary and Bible 
societies,—“How can he receive their 
money and not do their work?” He was 
told that he must do good as he had op- 
portunity, and the willingness to do 
would be accepted, where the deed is 
impracticable. He remarked that his 
father was needy, having no especial oc- 
cupation, and has eight or ten mouths to 
feed. There can be no doubt that all 
that is requisite to make him and his 
family comfortable the churches of Eng- 
land and America can well afford to pay. 
There is also another christian Chinese, 
a Mr. Lew, who appears well, and while 
employed in the service of the tract and 
Bible societies as copyist, supported him- 
self; but the last season, being deprived 
of this resource, he has been much strait- 
ened, having also eight mouths to feed, 
and being shunned by his relations on 
account of his piety. 














Nestovfans {n Persta. 


LETTER FROM DOCT. GRANT, DATED 
juLY 77TH, 1840. 


AT pages 218 and 305, of the numbers of this 
work for June and August, were inserted letters 
from Doct. Grant, occasioned by his visit to the 
Nestorians residing in the mountains of Koardis- 
tan, giving some account of that interesting 
people, and of the opening for the introduction 
of a correct knowledge of christian truth among 
them. 

Doct. Grant has made a second visit to these 
secluded villages in the mountains, of which a 
few particulars are given below. The letter was 
written from Constantinople. 


I have just arrived here from another 
tour through central Koordistan, having 
made a second most interesting visit to 
the Nestorian patriarch, with whom I 








432 


spent ten days in the castle of Julamerk, 
. both of us being guests of the Koordish 
chief at that place. 

The primary object of this second visit 
to that country was to satisfy those who 
might be in doubt upon the subject, of 
the safety of travelling in those wild re- 
gions; and also to gain such additional 
information as might throw more light 
upon the precticabili and probable suc- 
cess of missionary labors among the 
mountain tribes of the Nestorian Chris- 
tians. 

The results of. my visit are highly 
satisfactory. It now appears that there 
are three distinct points from which the 
country of the mountain Nestorians can 
be entered with a good prospect of safe- 
ty, namely,—Mosul, Ooroomiah or Sal- 
mas, and Van; each of them about equal- 
ly distant from that country, and forming 
with each other the three corners of a 
triangle; so that in case either, or any 
two of these routes should at any time 
be rendered temporarily insecure, the 
missionary has still other resources for 
keeping up communications and obtain- 
ing supplies. 

After spending twenty days in the 
Hakary, or Julamerk country, holding 
the most free and unrestrained inter- 
course with Koords as well as Nesto- 
rians, travelling unarmed and without a 
guard, in m a, Coa and 
carrying my little son with me, sleepi 
roy villages, the castles, and the 
black tents of the Koords, I left that 
hitherto lawless region by the last of the 
three routes, above-mentioned, more than 
ever satisfied that the time has come 
when missionary labors should be com- 
menced with vigor among the mountain 
tribes of Nestorians; and more than ever 
regretting the delay that has already 
taken place. 

At Van I spent ten days, during which 
time I had frequent and most friendly in- 
terviews with the head chief of the Hak- 
ary Koords, who had just been to Erze- 
room and tendered his entire allegiance 
to the Turkish government; thus annex- 
ing his heretofore independent mountains 
to Turkey, and placing the whole of cen- 
tral Koordistan under a responsible gov- 
ernment, and consequently removing, or 
greatly diminishing one of the most ap- 
palling obstacles to our gaining direct 
and safe access to the mountain Nesto- 
rians. 

This is an important change: but) 
without calculating too much upon this | 

or any other political change, in these 
countries, it is quite evident that there is 
enough in the openings which God is 
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making in these lands to rebuke our past 


unbelief and rouse us to more vigorous 
action in his service. I cannot give you 
more particulars now, but shall hasten to 
communicate them in person as soon ag 


possible. 


JOURNAL OF MR. HOMES, FROM TREBI- 
ZOND TO DIARBEKIR. 


TuHE exploring tour of Doct. Grant, of the mis- 
sion to the Nestorians, and of Mr. Homes of the 
mission to Constantinople, made in Mesopota- 
mia, for the purpose of ascertaining the condi- 
tion of the Nestorians in that country and gener- 
ally west of the Koordish mountains, and the 
expediency of establishing a mission among 
them, has been repeatedly mentioned in this 
volume, especially at pages 7, 126, and 218, 
A most interesting result of the tour has been 
the discovery of a way of access to the inde. 
pendent Nestorians of the Koordish mountains, 
and a promising opening for missionary labor 
among them, as represented in the foregoing 
letter from Doct. Grant, and at page 218. 

The route of Mr. Homes from Constantinople 
lay through the Black Sea to Trebizond, thence 
to Erzeroom, thence down the Euphrates, and 
thence across the mountains to Diarbekir, on 
the Tigris. 


From Constantinople to Erzeroom. 


May 30, 1839. I left Constantino 
to proceed as expeditiously as possible 
to meet Doct. Grant, my travelling com- 
panion, at Diarbekir, where he had en- 

d to wait forme. I proceeded to 
Trebizond by one of the steamboats of 
an Austrian incorporated company, and 
accomplished the distance of seven hun- 
dred miles, after fifty-nine hours of 
steaming. Though the two hundred pas- 
sengers pay about ten dollars each for 
the expenses of a very short period, yet 
none of them could have made the jour- 
ney in the craft of the country, but at a 
dearer price and the loss of weeks, and 
perhaps months, This steamboat com 
pany employ twenty-two steamers from 
above Vienna, on the Danube, down to 
its mouth, thence to Constantinople, to 
Smyrna, to all the coast of Syria, and to 
Egypt. And in these days, once on the 
shores of the Mediterranean, we may 
proceed almost any where by steam. 

After spending one night at Trebizond; 
and having had a pleasant interview with 
our brethren there, Messrs. Johnston and 
Jackson, with their wives, I started for 
Erzeroom, on my way to Diarbekir. 
The winter road is sixty-five hours long, 
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while the summer road is but fifty-one 
hours long. Yet as the snow and cold 
continue so late, although it was the 
month of June, we still had to take the 
winter road. The whole road is one of 
the most mountainous and precipitous 
that is to be found in Turkey, and with 
all that I have seen of rough and fearful 
roads, I felt that it must demand from our 
American ladies more courage to pass 
these than any others which I had seen; 
especially as not venturing to ride like 
this country’s Dianas, they choose the 
alarming way of being strung in an open 
box on one side of a horse, with a trunk 
to balance them on the other. 

After six hours riding in the rain, 
which mattered little, wrapped up as I 
was in my dread-nought, we came to 
Gevvizlik, our road having been much of 
it along the banks of a stream that enters 
into the Treboli river, called now Mi- 
riamana river, or Mother Mary’s river. 
It had an ancient name Siyemel. 





June 5. At three in the morning, 
started still in the rain, for Stavros (the | 
cross,) eight hours distant. Observed | 
that men were tilling the land with a} 
spade without a plough, and that the| 
women were tilling it with a plough. | 
It was a proof of the New-England like | 
quiet of the country, that from ‘Trebizond | 
to Erzeroom houses are often insulated, 
each field with its house far from vil- 
lages, yet all the people are in some de- | 
gree armed. ‘The Greeks in the vicinity | 
of Trebizond, while they talk Turkish | 
and Greek, yet talk Greek very barbar- | 
ous. Some supposed that four in a hun-| 
dred of the country people might know | 
how to read; but a scribe lamented that 
his learning procured him no money. 
The mountains and vallies seemed swarin- 
ing with houses of Mussulmans and 
Christians, mingled with wolves, bears, | 
and foxes. Had some profitable conver- | 
sation with some of the so called “valley | 
princes,” who, till dispossessed of their | 
power by sultan Mahmoud, lorded it over | 
the villages, and kept the whole country | 
in a perpetual quarrel for the mainte-'! 
nance of their ambition and revenge of | 
their private piques. Each bey had his 
castle, and bey and village fought unit- 
edly against other beys and villages, and, 
as was the case here, brother against 
brother. 

Enjoyed much the sweet black bread 
of these mountains, with a dinner of raw 
onions and salted fish roasted in the 
ashes. In the evening arrived at the 
mining town called Gumush Khan, of | 
five thousand inhabitants. Those who 
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work this mine of silver in behalf of the 
government are chiefly Greek Christians. 
All the vicinity is obliged in turn also to 
assist in the work at half wages. 

6. Returning through a portion of the 
same fertile valley, with its rich pear 
orchards, proceeded with our post-horses 
to Baiboort, along the banks of a river 
passing by several partly deserted vil- 
lages, all with Armenian names, as is 
this of Baiboort, or “high fort.” The 
Russians in their war on the Turks, in 
1832, made a bloody siege of this fort, 
and laid it in ruins. Calling on the 
Turkish governor, he aided the assem- 
bled gentry at his levee to understand 
my account of christian inventions, by 
saying that one reason why steamboats 
could not go as fast as steam-carriages 
was because that the friction of the ves- 
-” against the water would set it on 

re! 

Left Baiboort at noon and arrived at a 
Mussulman village called Kop, where 
the hereditary chief of the village, though 

ssessing none of the offices of the vil- 
age, had built a house and furnished it 
for the gratuitous accommodation of 
travellers. He has therefore honor from 
men and his reward from God, being 
rich in crops and herds. Some one of 
his three wives sent us, as she would 
send to any traveller, food gratuitously. 
Nobody else in the village is rich enough 
to make it for the interest of two women 
to endure him as their husband, so they 
have but one wife. The old chief mar- 
ries one wife when he is at the age of 
say twenty-five, another at forty, and 
another at sixty, bargaining for each 
one’s being as young as possible. 

Arrived in the morning at Ashkale, a 
fording place on the banks of the Eu- 
phrates, where we were forced to remain 
for horses. At last our baggage was put 
into a stout wagon drawn by buffaloes, to 
be drawn through the Euphrates, which 
was so swollen that a loaded horse could 
not pass. 


Difficulty of the Route—Remarks on the 
Country and Habits of the People. 


9. Arrived at Erzeroom, passing up 
the plain for six hours. Some general 
observations I would make on the road 
from Trebizond to Erzeroom. The whole 
road is exceeding mountainous, The top 
of every lofty mountain of five or seven 
thousand feet high, to which in the 
course of this journey we may have as- 
cended, only showed us an ocean of 
mountains stretching with their black 
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ridges, sides and valleys along eve 
point of the compass. The roads throug. 
no inconsiderable part of the distance 
have formerly been substantially paved, 
to a width of from four to eight feet, for 
caravans; but time and neglect have 
made many parts more uncomfortable and 
dangerous than the state of nature. The 

is more d rous than any similar 
amount of road over which I have ever 
passed. Passing, as it often doés, on the 
edge of precipices of rocks, or in foot- 
paths worn on the almost perpendicular 
sides of hills, I often, for long distances, 
sat ready to spring from my horse, to 
save me from being thrown down to the 
bottom of the precipice with him into 
some roaring rocky stream. Yet this is 
one of the most travelled roads of Asia 
Minor. 

Though the month of June, yet the 
cold was so great that a large part of the 
day I was obliged to wear my dread- 
nought; and the peasants, of their own ac- 
oa as the first act of hospitality, al- 
ways prepared us a fire when we entered 
a house. On the plains grain had hardly 
started. For about one half of the dis- 
tance it is possible for carriages to go to 
Erzeroom. As we left Trebizond the 
villages became more and more s 
till “In. the immediate vicinity of 
room, that sometimes for miles we 
travelled without any sign of a house. 
Some parts of the distance the mountains 
were well timbered with spruce and 
beech; but for the most part, except the 
amount of grain sown to supply the act- 
ual wants of the people, the country is 
used for grazing. 

13. I remained four days in Erzeroom, 
delayed by sickness and by preparations 
for going to Diarbekir. I was much in- 
debted to the hospitalities of the English 
consul, Mr. Brant, and of gentlemen con- 
nected with the English embassy in Per- 
sia. £rzeroom had not then become a 
station of the American Board. It may 
become a station of commanding influ- 
ence, if the ecclesiastical jnfluences 
among the Armenians should become 
feeble, as being by far the most impor- 
tant city in nertheastern Turkey. Erze- 
room, though situated in a long and wide 
plain of the valley of the Euphrates, is 
yet many thousand feet above the level 
of the sea, and surrounded with moun- 
tains, in this month covered with snow. 
In winter and summer it must be colder 
than any city of New England. 

I chose not to go the straightest road 
to Diarbekir, for, as it passed through a 
country of independent Koords, it was by 
most of my friends regarded as more 
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dangerous than a more circuitous one, 
The route I took was through a very in- 
teresting portion of the country, where 
no missionary had ever been, and but 
few modern travellers. It was to follow 
the course of the Euphrates downwards 
to Malatieh. I started in the afternoon 
with»Mr. T., an Armenian gentleman, 
who sought my protection to enable him 
to escape persecution and fly to a place 
of safety, on account of his evangelical 
sentiments. We spent the first night at 
Ginnis. We sent for the Armenian 
priest, and had with him and the neigh- 
bors a conversation as profitable as in 
our circumstances we could make it, 
All the christian villages in this quarter 
were nearly deserted when peace wag 
concluded between the Armenians and 
Russians, owing both to the flattering 
promises of the Heaiaet and their fears 
of Turkish vengeance. But many are 
now again returning. The Turks digni- 
fy the leading ecclesiastics of the Ar- 
menians by the name of Black Heads, in 
reference to their dress worn at church, 
We noticed some of the vehicles used in 
the plain for one pair of oxen. The 
axle, firmly fastened into planks out of 
which the wheel is made, turns with the 
wheel, and is held in,its place by two 
pins on each side under the body. Such 
carriages may cost from one to two dol- 
lars, for there is no iron about them. A 
pair of oxen costs from nine to twenty / 
dollars. A pair of buffaloes, whjch are 
much larger and stronger, costs from 
twenty to fifty dollars, and horses, though 
not the largest in the world, yet among 
the best, may be bought from twelve to 
thirty dollars. : 

14. In the morning we came to Ash- 
kale. The Euphrates being much lower, 
we attempted to ford it mounted with our 
baggage-horses.. The guide who sought 
for us a way in the quicksands was soon 
carried away into deep waters, and he 
and his horse sank several times, when 
at last thrown off the horse, he was car- 
ried down against some bushes, from 
whence safely he was enabled again to 
attempt guiding us, after a few minutes 
repose. This hardy man seemed to ex- 
pect nothing more than a smal] present, 
although he had nearly lost his life in 
our service. On this road, as well as on 
my approaching Erzeroom, I was often 
reminded of home by the trees and plants 
so familiar in youth. 

At Ashkale we found the principal 
Armenian of Erzeroom, who had just re- 
turned from a visit to Constantinople, 
where he had been to make complaint 
against the bishop of Erzeroom.and to 
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ure his removal. He manifested such 
a solid devotion to the church in the 
funds he consecrated to her benefit, that 
the patriarch could not withstand his so- 
licitations, and a bishop after his own 
mind has been appointed. The govern- 
ment courier, who accompanied him as an 
honor, after finishing as good a meal as 
the poor villagers could give him, but 
which had been obtained by him only by 
threats, exclaimed, “Praise be to God for 
my good whip!” We trust that such a 
reign of terror is fast passing away from 
Turkey. 

Ashkale is but a small village at the 
ford, inhabited by Mnussulmans. Their 
occupation, as well as that of many of the 
villages near Erzeroom, is to prepare 
fuel out of straw and the dung of ani- 
mals, in which men and women, with 
garments trussed up high, engage to- 
gether, mixing and treading the mate- 
rials with their feet. When mixed it is 
spread out, beaten hard, cut into suitable 

jeces for burning, and dried in the sun. 

t makes in a cold day a very comforta- 
ble fire. All cooking is done by means 
of it, and one may light a pipe with its 
coals. Inthe whole plain of Erzeroom 
no trees are to be seen, except a few 

plars planted by the water courses. 

hose who are prejudiced to the use of 
wood, have to send for it to an immense 
distance, but the natives hardly feel their 
want. 

Though now the middle of June, the 
grain ‘was still very young and green, but 
they have but very few months for sow- 
ing, growing, and harvest, this plain be- 
ing covered six months of the year with 
snow. The bridge across the Euphrates 
at this village was carried away this year, 
as were many other bridges farther down, 
by the immense flood of waters. Such a 
bridge built of stone, or a long distance 
of road is never repaired in Turkey by 
any system. When first built, it is 
owing to the pride of some pasha, who 
wishes to give his name to it; or to some 
extortion he has made from a christian 
village; or some benevolent man builds 
it as a meritorious work before God. 
Our American consul at Jaffa, only a 
few years since, at an expense of a hun- 
dred thousand piastres, repaired the road 
for pilgrims from Jaffa to Jerusalem. 
Whenever any of these bridges finally 
become repaired, it will be owing to 
some such cause. The government, of 
its own free will, never thinks of doing it 
for the good of the people, yet sometimes 
it is done because the king is to pass 











that way. The late shah of Persia, father 
Ali, on a journey happened to come to a 





river, the bridge over which had been 
carried away, and had first been built by 
the munificence of a retired rich barber. 
The king, without thinking of orderin 
the construction of a new one, exclaime 
“Oh when will Heaven send us another 
barber that we may have a bridge !” 

In the afternoon we left Ashkale and 
came to Leach—fourteen hours from 
Erzeroom, our road passing along the 
banks of the Euphrates, the northwestern 
side. The houses of this miserable Mus- 
sulman village were chiefly on the side 
of a hill, and for each house, being gen- 
erally of one room, they have so grubbed 
into the earth, that only the low front 
wall and a little of the side walls are 
visible; while the sticks of which the 
roof is composed, having been disposed 
in a conical form, are covered with earth. 
So that I imagine a Hottentot village 
could not have a much more mean ap- 
pearance. Yet imagine not that such a 
kind of house is without its comforts. 
They are thus made in part that the 
may be warm in winter, about which 
they have much more reason to be con- 
cerned than how they may be cool in 
summer; and those who dwell in such 
burrows are rich in herds and flocks 
often, with more luxuries than many 
peasants in Europe. Except in the bet- 
ter class of houses, the floor is generally 
of earth, and one is protected from the 
dirt and dampness by mats and carpets 
laid on the part of the floor where we sit. 
The light of the single room comes in 
either at the door, through the chimney, 
or through holes in the wall, oftentimes 
not more than one, of less than a foot 
square. But this is on account of the 
cold of winter and the heat of summer, 
and the want of glass or paper: and 
having little occasion for light, either to 
read or to sew, they envy not those who 
live in ceiled houses with glass win- 
dows. > 

We noticed here, and much more in 
some other parts of the country, that 
every body = armed, both he that 
journeys and he that works in the field; 
and thus have the people of Asia been 
doing for hundreds of years, to the eud 
that they may have peace. The govern- 
ment, for the sake of its own peace, has 
tried to do something towards depriving 
all the people of arms; but necessity is 
stronger than these attempts, and every 
one seeks for safety in inspiring his 
neighbor and marauders with terror. 
Many have nothing more than a sharp 
straight sword. 

Readers of the works of eastern travel- 
lers must have noticed that they often 
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speak of having been lodged in the cor- 
ner of a stable. Some speak of it as a 
hardship, and as a proof that they were 
slighted by the people of the village. 
Now the truth is that among the farmers, 
in many parts, the house, fold, and stable 
are all under one long low flat roof, and 
entered by only one door which is near- 
est to the part of the house where the 
fire-place and sleeping-place is; and there 
is no better place, in many villages, ex- 
cept the room of the village chief. If 
the traveller should be shown to any 
other room than a warm corner of the 
stable, he would be shown to the most 
uncomfortable place on the premises. 
The reasons of the arrangement are va- 
rious. One is for safety, that the cattle 
may not be stolen in the night, and that 
none of them may stray: another is that 
the cattle may be kept warm by the 
burning dung, and that on the other hand 
the natural heat of the cattle may do 
something to warm the room. As a 
traveller i have always been rather anx- 
ious, than otherwise, that my muleteer 
and my horses with saddles and baggage 
should all remain in the same room with 
me over night, that I may find the whole 
safe in the morning and at a seasonable 
hour. 


Kara Koolak—Koordish Shepherds. 


15. Wecame to Kara Koolak. Our 
road thither from Leach, of ten hours, 
passed in sight of only one village, in an 
open country near the Euphrates. After 
three hours’ ride in the morning, we 
came to a guard-house, from whence we 
were obliged to take an armed horseman 
for a couple of hours, to accompany us 
across Sheitan Dere, or Satan’s Valley, 
which is a precipitous, rocky, narrow, and 
deep valley that crossed our path over a 
table-land, conducting a brook to the 
Euphrates, which ran to the southwest, 
while our course held on west. Although 
our guard, to heighten the value of his 
services, magnified the terrors of the 
valley, yet every way land-locked as the 
valley was, and forbidding all hope of 
escape to one of the parties, we felt the 
occasions must be rare which would lead 
robbers to risk themselves in such a hole. 
The place where I did have some fear, 
was in the large open plain, which we 
entered as our guard left us. 

One hour east of Leach we entered the 
encampment of some Koordish shepherds, 
ten tents, averaging five men to a tent. 
At that hour in the morning they had ab- 
solutely nothing to give us to eat, but 
some fresh cheese. Their women only 
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partially concealed themselves, we bei 
strangers, while their children, boys a 
girls of four and five years old, were run- 
ning about the tent with the calves, en. 
tirely naked. ‘The chief seemed to have 
a rank among them similar to that of a 
father of a family. There was little in 
their comforts, or their manners to enam- 
or a person with a pastoral life. T 
were extremely rude compared with their 
countrymen, unfeeling faces, harsh tones 
to each other, children sickly and scabby, 
and circumstances occurred to make me 
doubt their honest simplicity, of which 
poets talk. ‘The attractions of such a 
life may be very pretty when painted 
from the fancy, but show the picture to 
the degraded shepherds themselves, and 
they would recognize nothing there with 
which they are acquainted. They liter. 
ally spend their summers, like-our fash- 
ionables, in going to the watering places, 
They boasted of their obedience to the 
sultan, but said that other Koords would 
murder me or a Turk wherever they 
could find me. 

Arriving at Kara Koolak we obtained 
as comfortable a house as possible that 
we might pass the Sabbath alone; but it 
was impossible to keep the people away 
from us. The chief of the village was 
of more than ordinary intelligence, yet 
would know of us whether America was 
nearest to Constantinople or to Egypt. 
| The priest of this Mussulman village is 
one whom the chief picked up_ from 
among the farmers and put into the of- 
fice, while he acts as his secretary, and 
| teaches a few to read. He lives not ona 
jregular salary, but on presents, as of 
| wheat, oil, and wool, from his parishion- 
ers; and once, at the annual “breakfast,” 
jhe is paid by each one a few cents in 
coin. I had a long conversation on re- 
ligion with the chief, which began by his 
opposing all quarantine regulations, and 
taking precautions against sickness, and 
gradually we entered upon fate and the 
decrees of God, and at last the question 
of how a Mussulman can be saved: and 
when J told,him I knew of no other me- 
diator than Jesus Christ, he only heard 
me with indifference but without vexa- 
tion. 

The people are continually asking me 
either for tea or spirits. In many vil- 
lages neither spirits nor wine are to be 
found. The year before two hundred 
souls were carried off by the plague here, 
while the surrounding villages were not 
affected. The town appears to be in a 
healthy situation, and for forty years 
there had been no case of plague here. 
It ceased after three months, but no one 
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k any precantion, Mussulman or Chris- 
+ ty ie sick and well continued to 


sleep in the same rooms, and crowds at- 
tended the burials. In every —— else 
almost, except the plague, the Turks, 
notwithstanding their erroneous dogma 
of fate, act like reasonable beings. 

To the south of Kara Koolak, on the 
southern side of the Euphrates, is a dis- 
trict extending east and west about 140 
miles, and south to the Murad river, 
which is inhabited by Koords, few of 
whom pay any allegiance to the sultan. 
They are variously called the Desem or 
Doojik Koords. Large numbers of Chris- 
tians (Armenians) have taken refuge 
among these Koords, where, by the pay- 
ment of small taxes, they are free from 
the extortion of the Turks. Those who 
have been in subjection for a few years 
have within a week murdered their 
Turkish governor for an act of treachery 
in decoying one of their chiefs to death. 
It is said they can bring 15,000 fighting 
men into the field. They inhabit a 
country of almost inaccessible lofty 
mountains, are of various tribes, and 
often at war with each other. The 
larger part of them can only speak one 
language, the Koordish, and there are 
said to be many villages of Armenians, 
where they only speak Koordish. In fact 
the physiognomy of many of the Armen- 
jans shows them and the Koords to be of 
one race. 

[To be continued. ] 





Oregon Endfans. 
LETTERS FROM THE MISSIONARIES AT 
THE SEVERAL STATIONS. 


Communications from this mission have re- 
cently been received by the direct route, across 
the mountains and through the state of Missouri, 
and also by the express of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, taking a more northerly route and 
arriving at Montreal. 

Mr. Ex.vs, writing from the station which is 
called Chimakine, among the Flat Heads, near 
Fort Colville, under date of February 25th, 
1840, gives the following account of the 


Number and Manner of Living of the 
Indians. 


We are advancing slowly in the ac- 
quisition of the language, though as yet 
our knowledge of it is very limited. Re- 
specting the question, what language is 
it expedient to make use of as a medium 
of communication, we have had but one 
opinion since learning the result of ef- 
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forts to teach English to the Nez Perces. 
It is, perhaps, absolutely impossible to 
give this people a correct knowledge of 

e English | age. If it were neces- 
sary I would adduce facts to prove this 
point. 

The Flat Head and Nez Perces lan- 
guages are distinct. Their philosophical 
construction is wholly unlike. We have 
not been able to find any one word com- 
mon to both languages. Your letter to 
Doct. Whitman, together with Mr. Pick- 
ering’s essay respecting the orthography 
of Indian languages, have been our guide 
in preparing an alphabet. We have 
found no occasion to deviate from our 
instructions in this particular. 

Taking this place as the centre of a 
circle whose radius shall not exceed sixty 
miles, and it will include a population of 
near two thousand souls; nine tenths of 
whom rarely if ever leave the above 
specified ground for a length of time, un- 
less it may be for a few weeks in the 
spring. They are in five or six bands, 
each of which have particular lands 
which they call theirs, and where they 
pass a portion of each year. So far as [ 
can learn they are somewhat regular in 
their removings. If, in this respect, the 
last year be a fair imen, we shall 
have no great difficulty, at almost any 
time, in knowing where to find a good 
collection. In April a large number 
meet in one plain to dig a root called 
popo. In May they returned to this 
place, and after remaining a few weeks, 
moved to a large camass plain, ten miles 
from us. The camass is their most sub- 
stantial root; it remains good from May 
till the next March. In June salmon be- 
gin to go up the Spokan river, which 
passes within six or seven miles of our 
house. At first a barrier was construct- 
ed near some falls, ten miles from this 
place, and perhaps fifteen from the ca- 
mass grounds. At that place salmon 
were taken only during high water, and 
then not in large quantities, as the bar- 
rier extended only a of the way 
across the river. While the men and 
boys were employed at the salmon, 
the women were digging and preparing 
camass, and daily horses passed between 
the two places, loaded both ways, so that 


all could share in both kinds of food. 


As the water fell another barrier was 
built farther down, and extended across 
the entire river; and when completed 
men, women, and children made a gen- 
eral move to the place. If I judged cor- 
rectly I saw there at one time near one 
thousand persons, and the number rapidly 
increasing. From four to eight hundred 
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salmon were taken in a day, weighing 
variously from ten to forty pounds apiece. | 
When they ceased to take salmon, about 
the first of August, they returned to the 
camass ground, where they remained till 
October, and then began to make pre- 
parations for taking the poor salmon as 
they went down the river. During this 
month they were very much scattered, 
though not very remote from each other. 
In November they went to their winter- 
ing places. From March to November 
our congregations varied from thirty to 
one hundred; not more than one half of 
whom usually remained with us during 
the week. The often came ten, fifteen, 
and sometimes thirty miles on Saturday, 
and returned again on Monday. Since 
November near two hundred have re- 
mained with us almost constantly. In 
addition to those just mentioned, there 
have been frequent visiters here from 
neighboring bands, coming in various 
numbers, from three or four to sixty at a 
time. They usually spend one or two 
weeks here, and then return. 


Instruction given—School—Prospects of 
the Mission. 

We have habitually conducted worship 
with them morning and evening, when 
we read a portion of Scriptures, and so 
far as we are able, explain it, sing, and 
pray. On the Sabbath we have had 
three services. While the weather con- 
tinued warm, the place for worship was 
under some pine trees; but as it became 
cold, a house was prepared entirely by 
the people, expressly for worship. It re- 
sembles somewhat in form, the roof of a 
house in New England, making the an- 
gle at the top much smaller than that of 
most modern houses. The frame is 
made of poles four or five inches in 
diameter, and covered with rush mats. 
Most of the Indian houses here are made 
in the same way. 

For want of a thorough acquaintance 
with the language, much of the instruc- 
tion communicated has related to scrip- 
ture history; though I think we have not 
failed to give them some correct ideas 
respecting the character of God, the fall- 
en state of man, the doctrine of the 
atonement, and regeneration, and the 
necessity of repentance and faith in 
Christ, to secure salvation. It is strictl 
true that they must have “line upon line,” 
every new idea must be repeated many 
times. The nearer our teaching ap- 
proaches to Sabbath-school instruction, 
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appropriate for small children, the better 
it is understood. “This people are slow 
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to believe that the religion we teach ex. 
tends farther than to the external con- 
duct. They wish to believe that to ab- 
stain from gross sin, and attend to a form 
of worship, is all that is necessary to fit 
them for heaven. 

There has usually been good attention 
during the time of worship. At first the 
appearance seemed to indicate a desire 
to hear something new; of late I have 
perceived what I have thought to be a 
little change, approximating toward 4 
disposition to listen as to important truth, 
Though I am obliged to say as yet the 
word spoken appears to fall powerless, 
producing no deep and ee effect 
upon the inward man. I have not been 
able to learn ‘that they have any realizi 
sense of the odious nature o cin abel 
moral obligation. 

During the last week of November a 
school was opened. At first it was com- 
posed of little more than thirty members, 
but has been gradually increasing so 
that it now numbers more than eighty, 
The attendance is very regular. The 
school-house, and house for worship are 
the same. Progress in teaching must 
necessarily be slow till a better knowl- 
edge of the language shall be obtained 
and books be prepared. As yet all the 
printing has been done with a pen. 

The method of teaching resembles 
somewhat that practised by Mr. Mason 
of Boston, with his juvenile class in mu- 
sic. There is certainly no want of abili- 
ty to learn. The interest and pleasure 
manifested in this exercise, are truly 
‘commendable. Probably much of it 
should be attributed to novelty. My 
opinion is that our chief efforts should be 
with the children. What the result of 
teaching will be we are utterly unable to 
predict. It can hardly be expected that 
the present desire to be taught will re- 
main unabated. We hope with trem- 
bling. Judging from the past it would 
not be strange if our hopes respecting 
the school should be suddenly blasted. 

Respecting the Indian character, I will 
only say, that I think a missionary, on his 
first acquaintance with them, will be in- 
clined to judge quite too favorably, and 
give an extravagant account off their 
readiness to receive the gospel. That 
error in this respect has been committed 
is very evident, but it should not be 
thought strange; for so t is the dan- 
ger of being deceived, that I am almost 
afraid to say any thing on this point, even 
after having been among them more-than 
a year. 

In relation to the future prospects of 
the mission I do not feel competent to 
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express an opinion. I consider it very 
unfortunate that so much precipitancy 
has characterized some of its proceed- 
ings, but hope we shall learn wisdom for 
the future. 

Some itinerant labor ought to be per- 
formed. It is vain to expect that the 
habits of these natives, to a great extent, 
will be suddenly changed. Agricultural 

uits should be encouraged; but years 
must elapse before they can become gen- 
eral. I hazard nothing in saying that if 
abundance of corn and potatoes were fur- 
nished them, they would not be satisfied 
without some of their accustomed roots. 
Attempts at cultivating have been made 
by the Indians near us, but the last sea- 
gon was particularly unfavorable. There 
was frost on the morning of the 15th of 
May and again August 20th. The 
drought was so severe thaf the potato 
crop failed almost entirely. The nights 
during the summer were generally cold. 
Sometimes there were fifty degrees dif- 
ference between the temperature of the 
day and night. There are places near us 
where there is frost in midsummer. The 
extremes of heat and cold have been 
ninety-eight and five below zero. Snow 
or rain has fallen during almost every 
week since the first of November. I 


think not one day in four has been pleasant | 


weather. Our poor houses have been 
hardly sufficient to protect us from the 
storms, though our health has not mate- 
rially suffered from this exposure. 


As the printing of school-books had been 
commenced, even earlier than the date of Mr. 
Eells’s letter, it is hoped that the inconvenience 
in respect to books for the pupils, mentioned 
above, will not be experienced much longer. 

The unfavorableness of the season for agri- 
cultural pursuits, spoken of by Mr. Eells, is be- 
lieved to be very uncommon in that country. 
It extended to the other more southern stations, 
as mentioned by Mr. Spalding, at page 230; 
and also in his letter given on one of the suc- 
ceeding pages of this number. 


Station at Waiilatpu—Book Printed. 


Under date of March 27th, 1840, Doct. 
Wairtman writes from Waiilatpu, near Walla- 
walla. This is the most southern of the stations 
occupied by missionaries of the Board, as that 
at which Messrs. Eells and Walker reside is the 
most northerly. 


The people have been away for the 
winter, only a few remaining with us. 
These migrations must occur every year, 
until they have more comfortable food 








and are inclined to more settled habits. 
The most of them are now here in order 
to prepare for planting. There is no 
abatement in interest for cultivation. A 
spirit of independence is manifesting it- 
self among them, which is seen in a de- 
sire to purchase ploughs and hoes for 
themselves,’ if they could be obtained. 
They appear not to feel now, as they 
used to formerly, that it was to accommo- 
date us that they planted and cultivated 
their lands. 

For three months during the winter 
our school averaged ten scholars, and 
was taught by Mrs. Whitman. Since it 
has been increasing. At present it con- 
sists of from thirty to fifty; and so far as 
we can, both of us employ ourselves in 
teaching. The book, which at the an- 
nual meeting of the mission, 1 was ap- 
pointed to write, I employed Mr. Smith 
and Mr. Rogers to write, as being better 
qualified to do it than myself, and so 
much of my time being taken up in 
making medical calls for the mission. 
It is now printed and makes a fine addi- 
tion to our means of instruction, and 
must supersede the one first written, as 
it is much more correct in language and 
orthography. It contains fifty-two pages, 
and an edition of eight hundred copies 
has been printed. 


Station at Clear Water. 


Mr. SPALDING, writing under date of March 
16th, 1840, thus remarks concerning the state of 
affairs at his station among the Nez Perces. 


As I become more: acquainted with 
this language, I find it the more difficult 
to acquire; yet I think it will be found to 
be a philosophical and interesting lan- 
guage. Every verb seems almost end- 
less in its conjugations and combinations. 
I believe I have carried an active transi- 
tive verb through several*thousand forms, 
including the combinations, and see no 
end yet. I hope to send you a contract- 
ed paradigm of a verb, occupying some 
two or three quires of paper, provided I 
can find time to write it. 

Last November we admitted three to 
our little church on profession of their 
faith in Christ. The one before men- 
tioned is now settled near me and ap- 
pears well. The other two are Joseph 
and Timothy, principal men, already 
mentioned in some of my last letters. 
They were all examined the year before, 
with a view of being received into the 
church after a suitable probation. Others, 
I trust, have passed from death unto life; 
but I feel that great caution should be 
used with this people. 
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The quantity of provisions raised in 
this vicinity last year, has enabled a 
much larger number than usual to re- 
main about me during the winter, conse- 
quently the school has been full and 
regular and the attendance on religious 
services uniform. Oh Lord, hasten the 
day when this people shall become set- 
tled on their lands, and within reach of 
christian instruction. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hall have just left Wal- 
lawalla for Vancouver, expecting to sail 
soon on their return to the interestin 
field of their labors at the’ Sandwic 
Islands. 

The heat last summer in this country 
was oppressive. Much of the time for 
three months the thermometer ranged 
from 90° to 103° by day, with cool 
nights. The last winter has been re- 
markable for rains, our dobie buildings 
have mostly returned to the earth from 
whence they were taken. Our mud 
roofs show us that the earth was made 
to drink in the rain and not to shed it. 
The weather during the winter has been 
very mild, no snow in the valleys, but 
deep on the mountains, the thermometer 
ranging much of the time above fifty, and 
but twice below twenty; the rivers not 
frozen as usual; grass green through the 
winter, a kind provision in favor of our 
cattle and horses, as the country was burnt 
over last fall. The people have appeared 
more promising the last two or three 
months than ever before. May we so 
labor that the Lord can continue to bless 
us; and while we continue to pray for 
your prosperity, we beg you to remember 
us in your supplications. 


Writing again on the first of April, Mr. Spald- 
ing gives further information respecting the 
several departments of labor at Clear Water. 
Mr. Griffin, whom he mentions in the first para- 
graph, is an ordained missionary, who with his 
wife entered the Oregon country in August or 
September of last year, with the intention of 
laboring to instruct the Indians in that quarter. 
He is understood not to be connected with any 
missionary society. 


I believe I stated in my last that I had 
employed Mrs. Griffin to assist me in my 
school through the winter. After Mr. 
and Mrs. Griffin left I bad a short vaca- 
tion. I opened the school again a few 
weeks since, with the assistance of Mrs. 
Spalding. I have commenced translating 
Genesis, on which I spend a part of the 
day. The language I find to be much 
better adapted to express spiritual truths 
than I expected. By the blessing of 
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God I hope to have the first ten chapters 
printed soon. 

If a kind Providence shall favor, there 
is a prospect that a much larger quanti 
of grain will be raised in this vicinity the 
ensuing season, than there was 
which will give us fuller schools and 
larger congregations next winter. Oh 
that the Lord would hasten the day, (and 
surely it appears to be not far distant.) 
when this people shall become settled, 
Until that time our labors as teacherg 
will be almost useless. To-day a ful] 
school—tomorrow nearly all eam in 
search of roots for a subsistence. For a 
short time, an animating school of 100 or 
150, collected only to be scattered for 
weeks and perhaps months along the 
rivers for fish, or upon the mountains 
for game, or over the hills and plains 
for roots. 


With the aid of a mechanic, who was found 
wandering in that country, Mr. Spalding states 
that hie had succeeded in putting in operation a 
grain-mill and a saw-mill, which promised much 
to facilitate the labors of the Indians in erecting 
comfortable dwellings for themselves, and to 
give increased value to the grains which they 
might raise by cultivation. As to the place 
these things should hold he adds— 


With all my oe and labor for 
the settlement of this people, (and when 
I have spoken of the art of agriculture, 
I have attached to it simply the idea of 
raising grain enough for a comfortable 
subsistence, by means of the hoe or a 
sharp stick, and in some few cases a 
plough, without the utensils and many 
conveniences of the husbandman in the 
civilized world,) I never have for a 
moment entertained the idea that the 
preaching of the gospel should be at all 
neglected, but always kept far in the ad- 
vance; consequently I have always felt it 
to be a duty, when health and other cir- 
cumstances would permit, to meet with 
the people morning and evening for 
prayer and religious instruction. In this 
way, those who have had opportunity to 
attend more or less yegelatie, have ac- 
quired a pore good heowiedl of that 
portion of the Bible, usually dwelt upon 
in Sabbath-schools. The scripture cuts 
which you have sent us from time to 
time, are of great service. I am now in- 
,clined to think that it is only through 
oral instruction, that the adult portion of 
‘the community are to receive their 
| knowledge of the Bible. The task of 
| teaching the Indians to read the native 








language is so much greater than I an- 
| ticipated, that I almost despair even of 
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the children. I believe I can teach one 
of these children simply to read the 
English, three times as soon as the native 
language, owing either to the construc- 
tion of the language, length of the words, 
orthography, or something else, which I 
have not yet discovered. In my opinion 
the great labor with us now, after preach- 
ing, should be in the schools, next to that 
translating. 
Station at Kamiah. 

~ The station of Mr. Smiru is about sixty miles 
higher up the Kooskooskee than that of Mr. 
Spalding, just noticed, and kad been occupied 
by him about five months when he wrote the 
letter from which extracts are given below. 


We arrived here on the last of Sep- 
tember and commenced building, and be- 
fore winter we were enabled to make 
ourselves more comfortable than we have 
been since we left the States. Our 
house is small but very comfortable. It 
js situated on the bank of the Kooskoos- 
kee river, adjoining which is a small cir- 
cular plain of about thirty acres, a part 
of which appears to be very good land. 
This little plain I am surrounding with a 
fence of small pines, which grow along 
the borders of the plain, a portion of 
which I design for cultivation and the 
rest for a pasture. I hope to be able by 
this fencing to secure what provisions 
we need, without devoting very much of 
my time to it. At the other stations 
much is lost for want of fences. We 
have the prospect of being in a situation 
to obtain the necessaries and many of 
the comforts of life. 

The greatest number of natives who 
have been at this station at any time is 
about 275. They remain, however, but 
little with us, as they are going here and 
there for provision. The whole number 
speaking the Nez Perces language we 
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are now satisfied, from having actually 
numbered them to a considerable extent, 
cannot exceed three thousand. 

Respecting the character of this peo- 
ple, every day’s experience convinces me 
more’ fully of their supreme selfishness. 
They are self-righteous in the extreme, 
and Tabor hard to convince us of their 
goodness; but their hearts are omy 
— God. They love not the tru 
when it condemns them. They have 
considerable knowledge of the Bible, 
especially its historical” parts, which they 
remember extremely well, but they know 
very little of the doctrines of Christianity. 
I have not seen one who has any clear 
idea of the atonement. This, I think, 
arises from the fact that they have no 
idea of law, penalty, or justice. The 
atonement, as connected with the trans- 
gression of the divine law, has for months 
been my principal topic of instruction, 
still they seem not to understand it at all. 
Of course the truth can have but little 
effect on their minds. I have seen but 
one individual since I have been at this 
station, who has seemed to be at all af- 
fected by the truth. This is my teacher, 
who has more knowledge of the truths of 
the gospel than any one of the natives 
with whom I have conversed. Some- 
times I have thought that he had some 
sense of his sins and his lost condition. 
He has often wept when I have convers- 
ed with him, but still he often gives me 
reason to doubt the sincerity of his se- 
riousness. His heart is full of pride and 
he is evidently resting on his own good 
works. Seettinns T think he makes 
these pretences in order to please me, as 
he is very submissive to me, feeling him- 
self somewhat dependent on me, and 
wishing to obtain favor from me. He 
_ be truly serious, but certain it is that 
nothing but the Spirit of God can reach 
his heart. 


MEETING OF THE BOARD. 


Tue Thirty-first Annual Meeting of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
was held in the Meeting-house of the Richmond-street Congregational Church and Society, in the 
City of Providence, Rhode-Island, beginning on Wednesday, the ninth day of September, 1840, 
at 10 o’clock, A. M , and continued by adjournment till Friday, the 11th, 1 o’clock, P. M. 


Corporate Members Present. 


Carvin CuHapin, D. D. 
Jeremian Day, D. D., LL. D. 
Cuarves Marsn, LL. D. 
Lronarp Woops, D. D. 
Josnua Bates, D. D. 
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Samvet Hussarp, LL. D. 
Heman Humpurey, D. D. 
Bennet Tywer, D. D. 

S. V. S. Wiper, Esq. 
Joun Copman, D. D. 
Justin Epwarps, D. D. 
Tuomas DeWirrt, D. D. 
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THEoporE FRELINGHUYSEN, LL. D. 
Nartuan S. S. Bemay, D. D. 
Henry Hitt, Esq. 

Enocu Ponp, D. D. 

Rurvus Anperson, D. D. 
Rev. Davip GREENE, 
Orrin Day, Esq. 

Cuarves Stopparp, Esq. 
Rev. SyitvesterR HoLMEs, 
Daniet Noyes, Esq. 

Rev. Witti1am J. ARMSTRONG, 
Hon. Levi Cutter, 
Benzyamin Tappan, D. D. 
Rev. Jonn W. ELiinewoop, 
Rev. Aaron WARNER, 

Rev. Cuartes WALKER, 
Tuomas Syne tu, D. D. 

Jort Hawes, D. D. 

Mark Tucker, D. D. 

Rev. Davip Macig, 

D. W. C. OrypHant, Esq. 
Ricuarp T. Harnes, Esq. 
Wiruiam R. DeWirTT, D. D. 
Rev. James G. HAMNER, 
Rev. Stias AIKEN, 

Rev. B. B. Epwarps. 


Also of those who were elected corporate 


members during the meeting— 


Revsen H. Watworts, LL. D. 
Anson G. Puetps, Esq. 

Rev. Z. S. Barstow, 

Rev. Cuauncey Eppy. 


Honorary Members Present. 


Maine :— 
Rev. Asa Cummings, Portland; 
Rev. Jonathan B. Condit, do.; 
Rev. Swan L. Pomroy, Bangor; 
Rev. William Clark, Fryeburgh; 
Rev. Charles Frost, Bethel; 
Rev. Clark Perry, Standish; 
Rev. Elias Bond, Hallowell. 


New Hampshire :— 


Rev. Archibald Burgess, Hancock; 

Rev. Thomas T. Richmond, New Market; 
Rev. R. F. Lawrence, Claremont; 

Rev. Josiah Ballard, Nelson; 

Rev. David Perry, Hollis; 

Rev. Joseph Emerson, do. 


Massachusetts :-— 
William Cogswell, D. D., Boston; 
Mr. Thomas Thwing, do.; 
Rev. Daniel Crosby, Charlestown; 
Rev. Nathan Perkins, Amherst; 
Rev. Jared Reid, Belchertown; 
Rev. George A. Oviatt, do.; 








Rev. Mark A. H. Niles, Marblehead; 
Rev. Thomas M. Smith, New Bedford; 
Rev. James A. Roberts, do. 

Rev. Orin Fowler, Fall River; 

Rev. Eber Carpenter, Southbridge; 
Rev. John C. Webster, Hopkinton; 
Rev. Miner G. Pratt, Auburn; 

Rev. Samuel H. Merrill, Amesbury; 
Rev. John Boardman, East Douglas; 
Rev. David Holman, Douglas; 

Rev. Henry B. Hooker, Falmouth; 
Rev. Robert Carver, Berlin; 

Rev. David Sanford, Medway; 

Rev. Joseph Vaill, Brimfield; 

Rev. Michael Burdett, Northbridge; 
Rev. Lewis Pennell, do.; 

Rev. Elam Smalley, Worcester; 

Rev. Seth Sweetser, do.; 

Rev. Francis Horton, West Brookfield; 
Rev. Martyn Tupper, East Longmeadow; 
Rev. John R. Keep, Longmeadow; 
Rev. Jonathan Leavitt, Bedford; 

Rev. Constantine Blodgett, Pawtucket; 
Rev. William Bushnell, Beverly; 

Rev. Thomas C. Biscoe, Grafton; 
Rev. Daniel Fitz, Ipswich; 

Rev. James D. Farnsworth, Paxton; 
Rev. John Nelson, Leicester; 

Rev. Charles B. Kittredge, Westborough; 
Rev. Calvin Durfee, Dedham; 

Rev. Nathaniel Beach, Millbury; 

Rev. John Whitney, Waltham; 

Rev. Erastus Maltby, Taunton; 

Rev. Samuel H. Emery, do. 

Rev. William J. Breed, do. 

Rev. Josiah Peabody, Bolton; 

Rev. James O. Barney, Seekonk; 
Rev. Dudley Phelps, Groton; 

Rev. Wales Lewis, South Weymouth; 
Rev. Dorus Clarke, Springfield; 
Alonzo Chapin, M. D., Foxborough; 
Rev. Samuel Hunt, Natick; 

Rev. 8. S. Smith, Newton; 

Rev. David Grosvenor, Uxbridge; 
Rev. Edward A. Lawrence, Haverhill; 
Rev. Oliver A. Taylor, Manchester; 
Rev. Enoch Sanford, Raynham; 

Rev. Daniel Mansfield, Wenham; 
Rev. Cyrus W. Allen, Norton; 

Rev. Reuben Emerson, South Reading; 
Rev. Daniel Emerson, Northborough; 
Rev. Jonas Perkins, Braintree. 


Rhode-Island :— 
Rev. Thomas Shepard, Bristol; 
Rev. Alfred Goldsmith, Little Compton; 
Rev. Charles P. Grosvenor, Scituate; 
Rev. Alexander H. Dumont, Newport; 
William Guild, Esq., do.; 
Rev. Benjamin R. Allen, Barrington. 
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Rev George A. Calhoun, Coventry; 
James M. McDonald, Esq., New London; 
David D. Field, D. D., Haddam; 
Rev. Anson S. Atwood, Mansfield; 
Zalmon Storrs, Esq., do.; 
Rev. James P. Terry, Somers; 
Rev. Mason Grosvenor, Sharon; 
Rev. Reuben Torrey, Ashford; 
Rev. Noah Coe, Greenwich; 
Rev. Otis Rockwood, Woodstock; 
Rev. Thomas Boutelle, North Woodstock; 
Rev. Lent S. Hough, North Woodstock; 
Rev. Roswell Whitmore, Killingly; ’ 
Rev. George J. Tillotson, Brooklyn; 
Rev. Erastus Scranton, Burlington; 
Rev. A. K. Hinsdale, Torrington; 
Rev. John E. Edwards, Stonington. 


New York :— 


Rev. John C. Brigham, New York city; 
Rev. John Marsh, do.; 

Rev. Samuel I. Prime, do.; 

Rev. R. S. Cook, do.; 

Mr. D. H. Wickham, do.; 

Rev. C. P. Knowles, River Head, L. I. 
Rev. Edward D. Allen, Albany; 

Rev. Seth Smith, Genoa; 

Rev. William Bradferd, Berkshire. 


New Jersey :— 


Rev. Ansel D. Eddy, Newark; 
Lyndon A. Smith, M. D., do.; 

Rev. Ebenezer Cheever, do.; 

Rev. Selah B. Treat, do.; 

Rev. Lewis Bond, Plainfield; 

Job Squire, Esq., do.; 

Rev. Daniel H. Johnson, Mendham; 
Rev. Ebenezer Seymour, Bloomfield. 


Pennsylvania :— 
Rev. William Tobey, Bethany. 
Virginia :— 


Rev. Paul E. Stevenson, Norfolk; 
Mr. James D. Johnson, do. 


Missionaries :— 
Rev. Eli Smith, Beyroot, Syria; 
Rev. Benjamin C. Meigs, Ceylon; 


Rev. George Champion, South Africa; 
Rev. Henry A. Homes, Constantinople. 


Organization. 


The Hon. John Cotton Smith, President of 
the Board, not being present, the Hon. Theo- 
dore Frelinghuysen, Vice President, took the 
chair, and the meeting was opened with prayer 
by the Rev. President Day. 
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The recording secretary then read the minutes 
of the last annual meeting. 

Rev. Dr. Tucker, Rev. Messrs. William J. 
Armstrong, David Magie, and Chauncey Eddy 
were appointed a committee of arrangements. 


Report of the Treasurer. 


The Treasurer read his report, as examined 
and approved by the auditors, which was refer- 
red to a committee, consisting of Orrin Day, 
Esq., Dr. Lyndon A. Smith, and 8S. V. 8. Wil- 
der, Esq., who afterwards recommended that it 
be approved and adopted, which was done. 


Report of the Prudential Committee. 


A brief Abstract of the Annual Report of the 
Prudential Committee was read by the secreta- 
ries for correspondence. The several parts of 
the document were referred to committees for 
examination, as follows :— 

The portion relating to the Home Department, 
to Rev. President Day, Chancellor Walworth, 
and Rev. A. D. Eddy. 

That part respecting missions in Africa, 
Greece, and Turkey, to Rev. Dr. Cogswell, 
Rev. E. Cheever, and R. T. Haines, Esq.;— 

That part on Syria and Persia, to Rev. Dr. 
Bates, Rev. J. D. Condit, and Walter Hubbell, 
Esq.j;— 

That part on South India and Ceylon, to 
Rev. Dr. Beman, Rev. E. Seymour, and Anson 
G. Phelps, Esq.;— 

That part on the Mahrattas, to Rev. Dr. 
Tappan, Rev. J. G. Hamner, and Hon. Levi 
Cutter;— 

That part on Eastern Asia and the Archipela- 
gc, to Rev. Dr. Hawes, Hon. Charles Marsh, 
and Rev. Calvin Durfee;— 

That part on the Sandwich Islands, to Rev. 
Drs. Thomas DeWitt and Tyler, and Rev. Asa 
Cummings;— 

That part on the North American Indians, 
to Rev. Drs. Woods, Pond, and William R. 
DeWitt. 

The various committees afterwards reported 
in favor of the adoption of the parts of the an- 
nual report respectively submitted to them, with 
a few alterations; they were accordingly adopt- 
ed by the Board. The whole report was sub- 
sequently adopted as the report of the Board, 
and referred to the Prudential Committee for 
publication. 


Missionary House. 


Some siatements on the subject of the erec- 
tion of the Missionary House were made by 
Mr. Hill, the treasurer, and were referred to the 
consideration of the committee which were ap- 
pointed on the treasurer’s report. This commit- 
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tee subsequently reported, that they are satis- 
fied that the amount invested in the Missionary 
House in Boston, and taken from the permanent 
funds of the Board, is a judicious investment, 
combining not only great accommodation and 
convenience, but also security with economy; 
and recommend, that the same be approved by 
the Board, which was done. 


Visit of the French Frigate L’Artemise at 
the Sandwich Islands. 


The following paper on the subject of the 
recent visit of the French frigate L’Artemise 
at the Sandwich Islands was read by Dr. An- 
derson. 


On the 9th of July, 1839, the French frigate 
L’Artemise, captain C. Laplace, arrived at 
Honolulu, the seat of the Sandwich Islands 

vernment, commissioned, it was said, to settle 
Sifficulties alleged to exist between the govern- 
ment of France and the king of the islands. 
The same day captain Laplace addressed a 
manifesto to government of the islands, in 
the name of his government, from which it ap- 

ars that the offence of the islanders consisted 
in their having persecuted the Roman catholic 
religion, tarnished it with the name of idolatry, 
and expelled certain French papal missionaries 
from the islands; which, the captain said, was to 
offer an insult to France and its sovereign. In 
opposition to all this, speaking in the name of 
the French government, he demanded that the 
Hawaiian king should conform to the usages of 
civilized nations, among whom, as captain La- 
place assured him with singular effrontery, there 
was not even one that did not permit in its terri- 
tory the free toleration of all religions. He add- 
ed, that the government of the islands, by toler- 
ating the worship of the protestants and not that 
of the French, had brought about a state of 
things contrary to the laws of nations and in- 
sulting to those of catholics, and he was sent to 
put an end to it; and consequently he demand- 
ed, in the name of his government,— 

“Ist. That the catholie worship be declared 
free throughout all the dominions subject to the 
king of the Sandwich Islands, that the members 
of this religious faith shall enjoy in them all the 
privileges granted to protestants. 

“2d. at a site for a catholic church be 

iven by the government of Honolulu, a port 
fe vented by the French, and that this church 
be ministered by priests of their nation. 

“3d. That all catholics imprisoned on ac- 
count of religion since the last persecutions ex- 
tended to the French missionaries, be imme- 
diately set at liberty. 

“4th, That the king of the Sandwich Islands 
deposite in the hands of the captain of |’Arte- 
mise the sum of twenty thousand dollars, as a 
guarantee of his future conduct towards France, 
which sum the government will restore to him 
when it shall consider that the accompanying 
treaty will be faithfully complied with. 

“Sth. That the treaty signed by the king of 
the Sandwich Islands, as well as the sum above 
mentioned, be conveyed on board the frigate 
Y’Artemise by one of the principal chiefs of the 
eountry; also that the batteries of Honolulu 
do salute the French flag with twenty-one guns, 
which will be returned by the frigate.” 
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If these conditions were not complied with 
and the treaty signed which accompanied the 
manifesto, captain Laplaee deel his inten. 
tion to make immediate war upon the islands, 
At the same time he addressed letters to the 
English and American consuls, informing them 
of his intention to commence hostilities on the 
12th of July at noon against the king of the 
islands, should he refuse to accede to the con- 
ditions of the treaty, the clauses of which were 
explained, as he informed them, in the manifesto, 
of which he sent them a copy; at same time 
offering an asylum on board the frigate to the 
verry of the hae om, ~~ case of war, 
should apprehend danger to their persons or 
property. In the lennon however, otventa to 
the American consul, there was this important 
addition;— 

“¥ do not, however, include in this class, the 
individuals who, although born, it is said, in the 
United States, make a part of the protestant 
clergy of the chief of this archipelago, direct his 
counsels, influence his conduct, and are the true 
authors of the insults given by him to France. 
For me, they compose a part of the native popu- 
lation, and must undergo the unhappy conse- 
quences of a war which they shall have brought 
on this country.” 

This was of course intended for the Ameriean 
missionaries, who, for the reasons alleged by this 
officer, were no longer to be recognized and 
treated as American citizens. 

The king being at Maui, a vessel was sent for 
him, and the time for commencing hostilities 
was, at the request of Kekauluohi the queen re- 
gent, prolonged to the 15th day of the month. 

n Saturday, the 13th, the acting governor of 
Oahu delivered on board the frigate the $20,000 
demanded by captain Laplace, and also the 
treaty signed by the queen-regent and himself 
in behalf of their sovereign. ‘The king arrived 
the next day at nine o’clock in the morning, 
At eleven o’clock a military mass was celebrat- 
ed on shore in a house belonging to the king, 
attended by captain Laplace, éscorted by a 
company of one hundred and fifty men with 
fixed bayonets and martial music. The treaty 
was ey to the king for signature on Tues- 
day, the 16th, at five o’clock, P. M., and he was 
told that if it was not signed by a prescribed 
hour the next morning, such a representation 
would be made to the French government that 
they would send a larger force and take pos- 
session of the island. The king requesied time 
to advise with his chiefs, but the threat was re- 

ated, and he was induced without longer de- 
ay to sign the document. 

One of the articles of this treaty provides that 
French wines and brandy shall not be prohibit- 
ed, and shall pay a duty of only five per cent on 
~ value. The frigate sailed on 20th of 

uly. 

The Committee think it must be obvious to 
every one, that all which captain Laplace sa 
in his manifesto, and in the treaty which he dic- 
tated to the Hawaiian government, respecting 
the residence of Frenchmen at the islands, or 
discriminating duties, or the trial of eriminels, 
ean have been for scarcely any other purpose 
than to divert attention from the objectionable 
and oppressive character of the real object he 
had in view in this transaction; which too evi- 
dently was to secure, by intimidation and force, 
the free access of the Romish priests to those 
islanders. That this was his object, was well 
understood at the time by all parties. Indeed, 
in point of fact, the only thing effected by these 
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Cee ee ismoteston of thane pein 
“on has been the introduction priests 
against the wishes of the islanders, and the re- 
moval of obstacles to the sale of intoxicating 
liquors. The French trader had as much liberty 
before the visit of the Artemise, as he has now, 
to reside at the islands, and to traffic there, ex- 
cept in wine and brandy, and he was as secure 
jn his person and property. In short, there was 
nothing else to gain, and nothing else has been 

ined, and nothing else was really the object 
of this tyranical exercise of power. The naval 
power of a great civilized nation lent itself to 
the church to overcome the repugnance 
of islanders to receive and tolerate the la- 
bors of papal missionaries. 

And what had the missionaries of the Board 
done to call for the proclamation of outlawry, 
which was issued against them? The reason 
assigned by the French officer is, that they di- 
rected the councils of the king of the Sandwich 
Islands, influenced his conduct, and were the 
true authors of the insult given to France. That 
is to say, he holds them to be the real authors of 
whatever the pees 9 of the islands had done 
adversely to t A my interests. 

It will be for Board, with the documents 


containing the full merits of the case before 


them, to judge how far their missionary brethren 
at the islands are open to censure in matters 
charged upon them by captain Laplace. The 
Committee have no hesitation in saying, that he 
had no proper evidence of the facts he asserts, 
and that his assertions are untrue. The mis- 
sionaries are no otherwise the authors of the 
dings of the Sandwich Islands govern- 
ment towards the papists—whatever was the 
nature of those proceedings—than by having 
been the means of the a adoption among 
the rulers and wg of the protestant evangeli- 
cal religion. the original missionaries to 
the islands been from the French society “de la 
pagation de la foi,” the islanders would per- 
eS as readily have received the religion of 
Rome. The sending away of the papal mis- 
sionaries was purely an act of the government. 
Nor are the missionaries in any sense accounta- 
ble for the alleged persecution of the native pa- 
ists, the cases of which are believed by the 
mittee to have been very few. The error 
of our brethren, if they have committed any in 
this matter, has been on the side of abstinence 
from whatever might have the appearance of 
interfering in the concerns of the government. 
For fear of overstepping the bounds of proprie- 
ty, they have probably forborne sometimes to 
ive advice to the rulers, when it might properly 
sat been given. A letter received within a 
few days from the member of the mission who 
has paid most attention to this subject, has this 
emphatic sentence;—“ There is no doubt as to 
the hearty opposition of every member of the 
mission to persecution, but I think some of our 
brethren have erred in not making it a disci- 
plinable offence” [in the church.] 

It has been impossible for our brethren by 
well doing to silence or conciliate the “unrea- 
sonable men,” who have so industriously ma- 
igned the mission for these many years, and 
who now make their assaults under the papal 
flag. It is to be feared that multitudes have 
been disposed to credit what those men have so 
confidently and so often asserted, and do reall 
suppose that the missionaries at the Sandwic 
Islands have countenanced the native rulers in 

rsecuting their subjects for embracing the 
Romish religion. 
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The paper, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, was committed to Chancellor Walworth, 
Hon. Charles Marsh, Walter Hubbell, Esgq.,+ 
Rev. John W. Ellingwood, and Rev. Lewis 
Bond, who subsequently made the following re- 
port and submitted the resolution which is ap- 
pended to it. The report and resolution were 
adopted, and are as follows : 


The committee to whom was referred the 
subject of the visit of the French frigate |’ Arte- 
mise to the Sandwich Islands, report,— 

That they have not considered it their duty 
in this place to defend the conduct of the local 
government of these islands in refusing to per- 
mit the introduction of the Roman Catholic re- 
ligion into its territories; though, as a mere ques- 
tion of international law, —_ which ground it 
was placed by captain Laplace in his manifesto, 
it would not be difficult to satisfy any one who 
has the least knowledge of that subject, that he 
was clearly in the wrong. The pretence that to 
refuse to tolerate the propagation of any and 
every religious creed is contrary to the estab- 
lished usages of all civilized countries; in other 
words, that it is inconsistent with the law of na- 
tions and the acknowledged rites of sovereignty, 
was as new in theory as it was unfounded in 
fact. And there would be still less difficulty in 
showing that to refuse to receive the teachers of 
any particular religion, as such, merely because 
they happened to be the subjects of the king of 
the French, was no violation of the ment 
of July 1837, between the king of the Sandwich 
Islands and the commander of the frigate La 
Venus, even if that agreement had been sanc- 
tioned by the French government, so as to give 
it the binding force of a treaty. It appears to 
be nothing more than a mere commercial ar-. 
rangement to place the subjects of the contraet- 
ing parties in the territories of each government 
upon an equal footing with that of citizens 
and subjects of the most favored nations. And 

our committee are not aware that it was ever 

fore claimed by any nation that such a stipu- 
lation secured the right to the subjects of the 
contracting parties mutually to introduce their 
own religious tenets, against the wishes of the 
government, merely upon the ground that the 
citizens of another country were permitted to in- 
culeate the principles of a religion adopted by 
such government, and which was generally pro- 
fessed by the inhabitants of its territories who 
had emerged from the darkness of heathenism. 

Your committee, however, have considered 
the only proper and legitimate subject for their 
consideration, and for action of this Board, 
to be the charge which was publicly made by 
captain Laplace against the American missiona- 
ries, and which was the ostensible cause of his 
having treated them as outlaws, not entitled to 
the protection of the flag even of their own coun- 
try. The substance of that charge is that the 
missionaries of this Board instigated the perse- 
cution of the catholics in the Sandwich Islands, 
and the expulsion of the French priests not 
merely in violation of the alleged usages of all 
civilized nations, but also contrary to what we 
admit to be their duty as protestant missionaries, 
and the spirit of the liberal and tolerant institu- 
tions of their own native country. If sucha 
charge was true, their conduct would unques- 
tionably have met with the decided di - 





tion and rebuke of the Prudential Committee of 
the Board; though perhaps an excuse might 
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have been found for a very strong desire on the 
part of the missionaries to prevent the introduc- 
tion, at that time, of any other form of — 
than that which was by themselves. 
And it must be remembered that they were la- 
boring among a people just emerging from the 
darkness of the most gross heathen idolatry; 
and that the natural consequence of the introduc- 
tion of different sects even of the common relig- 
ion of Christianity, might be the destruction of 
all the benefits which faithful missionary la- 
bors of years had produced. Your committee, 
however, upon examination of the subject, are 
gratified to find that these devoted missionaries 
of the cross cannot with justice be charged with 
having done any thing inconsistent with the 
spirit of our free institutions and their strict duty 
in this respect. And that, if they have in any 
way influenced the government of the islands to 
prohibit the introduction of what they believed 
to be an erroneous form of the christian religion, 
it has only been by the ordinary inculcation of 
those religious principles which this Board sent 
them forth to preach and to teach. As faithful 
protestant ministers and teachers it was as much 
their duty to warn the people of their charge 
against what we believe to be the great and 
leading errors of the Romish church, as it was 
to inculcate the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, 
and that there is no hope of salvation for fallen 
man, except through redeeming blood of a 
Divine Mediator. The natural consequence of 
a proper discharge of their duties in this respect 
unquestionably was to impress upon the minds 
of those intrusted with the administration of 
temporal power in the government, and particu- 
larly upon that of the devoted and faithful Kaa- 
humanu, the conviction that it was inconsistent 
with the public welfare to permit the introduc- 
tion of a new system of religion, professedly 
different from that taught by the protestant mis- 
sionaries; especially among a people who as 
yet could have had no correct ideas of the sacred 
principles of unrestrained religious toleration. 
Among the papers referred to your committee, 
is the copy of a letter of sixty-six pages, from 
the king of the Sandwich Islands to his brother 
monarch of England, the late William 1V. This 
letter bears internal evidence that it is not the 
work of the missionaries. And a cursory exami- 
nation of its contents appears fully to sustain the 
statements of the missionaries of this r 
that they are not justly chargeable with an im- 
proper influence with the local government to 
prevent the preaching and proselyting of the 
catholic priests, or to procure the expulsion of 
those priests from the islands, when they refused 
to obey the order of the acting sovereign, pro- 
hibiting them from inculcating the new religious 
doctrines. On the contrary, it appears that one 
of your missionaries endeavored to persuade 
governor Adams that the government ought not 
to use any efforts to restrain the preaching of 
the French priests, or to turn them away, but to 
leave the whole subject to the disposition of an 
overruling Providence. It is true that another, 
when appealed to by the same officer for his 
opinion as to the actual right of the government 
to expel the papal teachers, if they would not 
obey its orders, answered truly and correctly, 
that the government unquestionably had such a 
right. The utmost then that can be char, 
upon your missionaries there, is that all of them 
did not actually interpose their influence to pre- 
vent the catholic religion from being proseri 
by the government, as tending to restore idol 
worship, which had been prohibited, and to 
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which it was supposed by the Sandwich Island- 


ers the new religion was in some measure ag- 
similated. unless it was the duty of the 
American missionaries, in the peculiar circum. 
stances in which they were placed, to do what 
their accusers certainly never would have done, 
interfere actively as ministers of religion, to pre- 
vent the government from restraining the propa- 
gation of what they believed to be dangerous here- 
sies, and fatal to the welfare of the people, your 
committee are bound to declare, that no blame 
whatever can attach to any members of the Sand- 
wich Islands mission, in relation to the alleged 
cause of the visit of the Artemise to those islands, 

It is not the business of your committee, or of 
this Board, by any public act, to express their 
astonishment in respect to another branch of this 
subject, which, however, was not one of the 
professed objects of the visit of oe Laplace 
te Honolulu, and which had therefore no neces- 
sary connection with the alleged persecution of 
the French missionaries, or their return to the 
islands. It belongs to the civilized world pro- 
= to characterize the spectacle of the ac- 

owledged representative of a great and pow- 
erful nation compelling a few defenceless island- 
ers, upon whom the light of civilization was just 
beginning to dawn, by means of a treaty die- 
tated at the cannon’s mouth, to revive the de- 
moralizing traffic in intoxicating liquors for the 
apparent benefit of French agriculture and 

rench commerce. The fact that this traffic had 
been previously prohibited to the citizens and 
subjects of all nations, and that the enemies of 
your missionaries at Honolulu prevailed upon 
captain Laplace to insist upon its renewal with 
the subjects of France as one of the treaty stipu- 
lations, your committee apprehend aecounts 
very satisfactorily for the many slanders which 
weve hea upon missionaries there. 
There can be but little doubt, therefore, that the 
original suspension of this traffic, in reiation to 
which the American missionaries were known to 
have exerted an active influence, had a much 
greater influence in placing those faithful minis- 
ters of the cross out of the pale of that protec- 
tion which the laws of civilized warfare always 
give to non-combatants, than ali other causes 
combined; and that the commander of the Arte- 
mise, if not the French government itself, was 
actually deceived by the false representations of 
those who were, or wished to be, engaged in 
the demoralizing business, equally destructive 
to the temporal and eternal welfare of the hu- 
man race. 

Your committee, in conclusion, beg leave to 
offer for the adoption of the Board, the following 
resolution on the subject referred to their con- 
sideration. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Board 
no just nds of complaint existed against any 
of its missionaries in relation to the professed 
cause of the visit of the French frigate |’ Arte- 
mise to the Sandwich Islands in July, 1839. 


Accessions to the Churches at the Sandwich 
Islands. 

Some statements were made by Dr. Anderson 
respecting the late remarkable revival of relig- 
ion at these Islands, the great numbers admitted 
to the churches, etc. 

It seems due to the late marvelous work of 
grace at the Sandwich Islands, and also to the 


mission at those islands, and to the patrons of 
the mission, that the Board should take time, 
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with the documents before them, for forming and 
expressing @ judgment concerning it. This pa- 
per is desi to facilitate the inquiry into its 
nature and results, 3 
The particular excitement of a spirit of relig- 
jous inquiry among the natives, appears to have 
been preceded by a more than ordinary suscept- 
ibility to religious feeling among the members of 
the mission. The first and principal manifesta- 
tion of this susceptibility was at the annual meet- 
ing of the mission in the summer of 1836, some 
time before any special manifestation of the 
same thing —— among the natives. The 
mission was then much moved on the subject of 
the world’s conversion, and the duty and privi- 
of the church of Christ in relation to this 
mighty enterprise. Whatever evidence there 
may have been of human imperfection in what 
then and subsequently so much moved the 
brethren, there can be no reasonable doubt that 
they were, as a body, the subjects of a special 
gracious influence. During the following year, 
protracted meetings were held at the greater 
of the stations, and at some they were re- 
ted. These meetings were generally useful 
mm exciting attention to the preached word. 
Through nearly all the year, the effect of 
reaching at most of the stations seems to have 
greater than usual. Indeed there were 
ial revivals at several stations in the spring 
of 1837. The great revival, however, may be 
regarded as having commenced on the island of 
Hawaii, either at Hilo, or Waimea, in the au- 
tumn of that year. In December, especially on 
the last day of the year, which was the Sabbath, 
there was decisive evidence of a general reviv- 
ing influence at Honolulu, on the island of Oahu; 
and soon after there was delightful evidence of 
the same thing at all the stations. The results, 
up to June 1839, at the several stations, as esti- 
mated by the pastors of those stations respect- 
ively, will be given in a tabular form. The ad- 
missions to the churches in the years — 
June 1838 and 1839, will be placed in paralle 
columns; and for the sake of comparison and 
strength of impression, we shall give also the 
admissions for the By ending June, 1837, be- 








fore the revival had fully commenced. | 
Whole 
No. in 
1837. 1838. | 1839. )1838-9 
#( Waimea, 5 18 69 87 
2 }Kelon 10 * 37 37 
&.¢ Waioli, 10 38 9 47 
Waialua, 8 127; 202) 329 
©| Ewa, 10 329} 742) 1071 
£< Kaneohe, 8 43 85) 128 
= | Honolulu, Ist,;) 14 134, 390) 524 
Honolulu, 2d, 49} 672) 721 
Molokai, * 14 59 73 
Lahaina, 6 2) 131) 133 
=) Lahainaluna,| * ~ 20) 2 
&,) Wailuku, 11 208} 200) 408 
~ (Hana, 62 62 
Hilo, 23 639} 5244) 5383 
=| Kohala, 629} 149| 778 
=< Waimea, 21 | 2600) 2300) 4900 
—:| Kealakekua, | 4 81] 262} 343 
Kailua, 29 62 92| 154 
Totals, | 159 4973' 10725! 15698 
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There are few minds, probably, among those 
that have been drawn to this remarkable work, 
which have not been exercised on the question, 
whether these numerous admissions were made 
after due probation and acquaintance. 

Should this matter be referred to a Committee 
to report upon it during the present sitting of the 
Board, the more important documents relating 
to it will be placed in their hands in such form 
as to be easily consulted. A memorandum of 
them is subjomed. The reasons assigned by 
Mr. Coan in justification of his admitting more 
than 5,000 into his church at Hilo in the space 
of a single year, will claim and no doubt receive 
their special attention. 


The whole subject was then committed to 
Drs. Pond, Tyler, and Thomas De Witt, and to 
Orrin Day, Esq., and Rev. A. D. Eddy, who 
subsequently submitted a report, which, after 
being discussed and amended, was adopted. 


In view of all the evidence submitted to them, 
our committee can have no doubt, that there 

been a great and glorious work of divine 
grace at the Sandwich Islands, in the pro 
of which, multitudes of souls have been born 
into the kingdom of Christ, and over which it 
becomes the members of this Board and their 
patrons to rejoice with devout thanksgiving and 
praise. Your committee would also bear honor- 
able testimony to the wisdom, the piety, and 
zeal of those devoted men, who have been in- 
strumental in this important work. 

In regard to the admission of members to the 
churches, the missionaries,“ it must be borne in 
mind, have been placed in new and trying situa- 
tions, where they had not the opportunity, often, 
for consultation; and it is not strange that there 
should have been some diversity of opinion and 
practice among themselves. e are aware 
that great fears are entertained in this country 
that some of the missionaries have been too 
hasty in the admission of members. The com- 
mittee, however, are led to believe, that the 
missionaries generally have acted in this matter 
with great prudence and deliberation, keeping 
the candidates for admission on probation for 
some considerable time, and subjecting them to 
repeated and close examinations. Indeed, your 
committee have no evidence that there has been 
too much haste in admitting members to the 
churches, unless it be at Waimea, on the island 
of Hawaii. Your committee recommend that 
the Prudential Committee be requested to make 
themselves more fully acquainted with facts, in 
regard to that particular station. 

t is impossible yet to say what is to be the 
result of the great and wonderful revival of re- 
ligion at the Sandwich Islands. Our brethren 
there have had a precious harvest season. It 
would not be surprising, were they now to have 
a winnowing season, in which much that, by 
mere profession, has been gathered in, may be 
blown away. God is wont, in every land, to 
try his children, before he takes them home to 
himself; and he may be expected to pursue the 
same course with his churches in those distant 
islands. Still, we have great confidence in our 
brethren there, that, in the critical circumstances 
in which they have been placed, they have not 
only intended to do what was right, but have in 

eneral acted with much wisdom and prudence. 

e have confidence in the reality of that won- 
derful work of divine power and mercy, in 
which it has been their privilege to co-operate. 











Wes ize with them, in all their anxieties 
and rejoicings, their hopes and fears, in refer- 
ence to this great event. And we doubt not it 
will appear, in the final day, that many, many 
souls have, through their instrumentality, been 
born of the Spirit, and gathered into the king- 
dom of Christ. 


Reinforcement of the Missions. 


Mr. Greene communicated a paper on the 
present state of the missions, and the necessity 
that the number of missionaries at many of the 
stations should be immediately augmented, etc. 


It may be the common impression that the 
ger a mission has been established, and the 
more successful it has been, the less aid, either 
in laborers or funds, will it require from the 
christian community at home. But a considera- 
tion of the circumstances which attend the es- 
tablishment and progress of a mission will ren- 
der it evident, that, within certain limits, the re- 
verse of this will generally be the fact. Ifa 
missionary is not permitted to establish himself 
in a heathen country, the call for either men or 
funds for that mission ceases, of course. If he 
is permitted to enter and labor, he must be sup- 
ported and furnished with the means of useful- 
ness; and as he learns the extent and wants of 
the field before him, he will be urgently callin 
for fellow-laborers. If he cannot establi 
schools and there is no demand for books, or he 
does not succeed in translating and preparing 
them, he will not require teachers, or funds to 
establish and work a press. If there are no na- 
tive converts, or if the people will not have in- 
tercourse with him, there will be no need of ad- 
ditional laborers to visit and converse with them. 
If he can find none of suitable character to be- 
come native helpers, there will be none to be 
superintended, or to be supported. If there is 
no opportunity or encouragement for establish- 
ing seminaries for training a well educated class 
doom men, the labor and expense of such in- 
stitutions will not be required. 
But let the missionary enter an open and 
mising field, and you must hear and answer 
is calls for more missionary laborers and aug 
mented means of operating on the minds of 
people. If the people are disposed to read, the 
_ men must be sent forth to translate or write the 
books, and funds must be sent to defray the ex- 
pense; and both must be increased in pars 
to the strength and prevalence of this disposition. 
If the young are inclined to attend school, the 
expense of opening schools, and employing 
teachers, and furnishing books must be met, an 
men must be sent to superintend them; and 
these again must be increased in Dg omy to 
the prevalence and strength of desire for 
education. In a similar manner, if the mission- 
ary is enabled by the Spirit of God to win the 
heathen in great numbers to Christianity, and to 
establish churches, it will require additional la- 
bor to watch over and instruct them, and to 
train them to be in any good measure, intelli- 
gent and stable disciples. If he has encourage- 
ment to raise up a class of native helpers, his 
trons at home must not wonder if he calls 
foudly for the funds requisite to found semina- 
ries, to provide libraries and apparatus, and to 
sustain competent teachers. And if his exer- 
tions in this respect are blest, his patrons again 
must not him the means of supporting 
these native teachers and preachers whom he 
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brough and rendering them most 
not all this in exact accordance with the 
rpose for which the missionary is sent abroad ? 

e is not sent—he does not surrender himself 
up to go abroad, to be fettered and circumserib. 
ed in his labors, because in that way he will 
spend little. He goes out to accomplish an ob. 
~~ as speedily and effectually as possible—to 
as highly useful as his capacities and the 
openings in divine providence will admit of. If 
by giving him 2. — with Ppt 
igious tracts in anguage coun i 
ean be made like nomen 


power to do power 
of two men; it should be made so. If by 
giving him schools, you can add the of 


another man, it is right that he should have this 
increase of ability. If by giving him native 
preachers and catechists, you can enable him to 
wield the influence of two additional men, why 
should he not be enabled thus to multiply him. 
self and enlarge the sphere of his influence? 
cs a = = + gp are solemnly 
to the work of spreading the 

over the world, it is for theit interest that eve 
man they send forth should thus do the wo 
and exert the influence of five men. 

Tt should be added that the plans of the mis. 
sionaries are laid with the expectation that there 
will be a steady increase of men and funds, 
‘Phe few who go forth to establish a mission go 
forth as pioneers, to explore the country, spread 
its condition and wants before the christian 
community at home, to lay the foundations of 
institutions which are to be reared and strength- 
ened and rendered permanent by those who 
shall come forth to their aid. Were it otherwise, 
they would not lay their foundations so broad, 
embracing, besides the direct preaching of the 
gospel, the translation and preparation of books 

press, with all its means of increasing useful 
knowledge of every kind, together with the 
elementary and higher departments of male and 
female education. For hens the way may be 
prepared, and they may all be commenced and 
carried forward, in their incipient stages, by a 
few persons; but in order to give them vigor, 
and give them their appropriate influence in a 
benighted, prejudiced, and corrupt community, 
requires aid from home increasing in proportion 
to the extent to which these departments of labor 
are carried, and the effects that are anticipated 
from them. 

In conformity to these views the missions of 
the Board have heretofore been strengthened 
and extended. Such reinforcements the cor- 
respondence held with the missionaries has led 
them to expect in times to come. Had they not 
been thus encouraged they would have formed 

ans and adopted a course of proceeding wide- 
'y different from what we now find at the mis- 
sions. 

The missionaries under the patronage of the 
Board are, at the present time, asking for ad- 
ditional helpers in their work under peculiar cir- 
cumstances. The reduction of the pecuniary 
allowances in the year 1837 gave a shock to the 
missions wholly unexpected, and more severe 
than any thing of the kind ever before expe- 
rienced, arresting their plans, disappointing their 
hopes, and subjecting them to great and various 
embarrassments. ough to men situated as 
they were, whose life and happiness consisted in 
the success and onward movement of their work, 
this was a severe trial of their faith and patience, 
they have borne it cheerfully, looking for the 
time speedily to arrive when they might again 
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move forward towards the consummation of 
their plans. But their hopes have been long de- 
; they have been pressed down with ex- 
cessive labors; much of their work has been 
formed at great disadvantage; and of much 
of the anticipated fruit of former toil have they 
been disappointed, because there were not la- 
borers ient to guard it to his maturity and 
ther itin. In this situation most of the mis- 
sions have remained three years, receiving from 
their patrons at home helpers in scarcely suffi- 
cient numbers to supply the places of those re- 
moved by death, disease, or other causes. So 
that, so far as strengthening and extending the 
influence of the missions is concerned, most of 
them need and have a claim to what would have 
been the increase appropriate and naturally re- 
quired for three 7a That this is a fair view 
of the case it will be necessary merely to revert 
to the reinforcements that have been sent forth 
to the missions during the last seven years. 
During the three years and four months end- 
with the time when the last reinforcements 
were sent to the missions early in January, 1837, 
before a curtailment of the allowances to the 
missions was determined on, missionaries and 
assistant missionaries had been sent out as is ex- 
hibited in the following table, the year closing 
with the annual meeting of the Board in Sep- 
tember. 
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Sent _ 16| 2 : _ 48 
ou 

Died ay 5; 1| 4 5} 15 
Gain, uu} 1] 4] 127 33 

1835. 
Sent out. 13} 3) 5 47 
Died or dismissed, 4/0} 5| 1) 20 
Gain, 9/ 3| o| a! a 

1836. 
Bent out 15; 2} 3] @ 4 
Died or dismissed, 3/ 0| 5] 16 24 
Gain, 12| 2| -2 6| 18 
. 14th, 1896, to Jan. ees 

on 10th, 1837. 

Sent out, 13} 2/14] 30 
Died or dismissed, o| 0} o| 3 3 
Gain, 13) 2/14 

3 years and 4 months, 
nt out 57 | 9 | 30 100| 196 
Died or dismissed, 12| 1/14! 35) 62 
Gain, 45 | 8|16| 65\ 194 








From the foregoing table it will be seen that 
dyong Ge three ac and four months under 
consideration, 57 missionaries, 9 physicians, 30 
other male and 100 female assistant missionaries, 
196 in all, were sent out to str m and ex- 
tend the missions of the Board; while during the 
same period 12 missionaries, 1 physician, 14 
other male, and 35 female assistant missionaries, 
62 in all, were removed from the missions by 
death and other causes, leaving the gain duri 
this period, 45 missionaries, 8 physicians, 1 
other male and 65 female assistant missionaries, 
in all 134 missionary laborers. 

During the three years and four months next 
following the period just reviewed, that is, from 
about the 10th of January, 1837, when, in conse- 
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bye of the inadequacy of the contributions to 
treasury, it was found necessary to diminish 

allowances to the missions, down to the pre- 
sent meeting of the Board, the number of mis- 
sionaries and assistant missionaries sent forth, 
compared with the number removed, is shown 
in the following table. 
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8 months. Jan. 10th, 1837,} 
to Sept. 13th, 1837. 
Sent out. 1} 0} 0 4 
Died or dismissed, 10 | 2} 6] 17 35 
Loss, -9 | -2] -6 | -14] -31 
1838, 
Sent out 7} 0} 1] 10) 18 
Died or dismissed, 2/0] 3] 1 17 
Gain, -2 -2) 1 
1839. 
Sent out. 12; 1] 2] Ql) 36 
Died or dismissed, 3|/ 0| 2 10 
Gain, 9} 1] 0] 4 26] 
1840, 
Sent out “| 6&1 11 2 10} 18 
Died or dismissed, 7/11 5) 17 
Loss, 2} 0/-3) -7 -19 
3 _— and 8 months, 
nt out. 3; 2 44 
Died or dismissed, 22] 3/16] 51 
Loss, 3|-1 Lin! -7| -1¢ 
Thus it will be seen that during the last three 


years and eight months, the reinforcements sent 
to the missions have amounted to only 25 mis- 
sionaries, two physicians, five other male, and 
44 female assistant missionaries,—in all 16; 
while the number removed from their work by 
death or other causes, embraces 22 missiona- 
ries, three physicians, 16 other male, and 51 fe- 
male assistant missionaries,—in al] 92; leavi 
the number of ordained missionaries only three 
greater, and the whole number of missionaries 
and assistants fifteen less at the present time, 
than it was in January, 1337, when the curtail- 
ment was determined upon. 

During the three years and four months pre- 
vious to the reduction of the allowances, there 
was a gain of 45 in the number of ordained mis- 
sionaries, and of 134 in the whole number of la- 
borers in the field; but during the three years 
and eight months which have followed the re- 
duction, there has been an advance of only three 
in the number of ordained missionaries, while 
there has been a falling off of sixteen in the 
whole number of missionary laborers connected 
with the several missions. At this time also 
there are eight missionaries, two male, and five 
female assistants now absent from their respec-: 
tive stations, on visits to this country for the re- 
covery of their health and other causes. 

From the foregoing statement it will be seen 
that should forty missionaries be sent forth im- 
mediately, accompanied by other laborers, who 
should swell the whole number to 150, it would 
be doing no more to strengthen and extend the 
missions for the last three years and a half, than 
was done for this pu during the three years 
and a half that prec it. 

Hence we find that the missions are actually 
needing an increase of laborers to about this 
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as may be seen in the following esti- 
mate, in which only the missionaries and physi- 
cians are mentioned. 


Miss. P 


4 


The missions being in this situation, an in- 
quiry of much importance arises respecting the 
prospect of meeting the deficiency. Previous to 
the reduction of the pecuniary allowances to the 
missions, and the detention of missionary candi- 
dates in 1837, under the system of agency then 
employed, the number of persons who offered 
themselves for the missionary work, was steadi- 
ly increasing. The call to consider the subject 
of personal duty was made not only in the thec 
logical seminary, but also in the college and in 
the preparatory school, and was often one of 
the first questions which the heart and the con- 
science of the young vee Open him to 
decide. During the year 1 and the early 
part of 1837, the number of Yop és made 
was greater than during any other period of the 
same length. But the deficiency of funds caused 
missionaries to be detained in suspense, and 
rendered the time of their entering on missionary 
labors remote or uncertain. This influence went 
back to the theological seminaries, and the con- 
sequence there was that many of those who had 
consecrated themselves to the missionary work, 
forbore to offer themselves, and went into other 
fields of labor. The influence went back far- 
ther into colleges and preparatory schools, and 
directed the thoughts of many young men, up to 
that time fixed on serving Christ among the 
heathen, into other channels. More than this. 
Not a few of those who had been actually ap- 
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pointed and designated to their respective fields 
of labor, seeing how uncertain was the time of 
their departure, and pressed by various cireum- 


the foreign service; and 
were from their connection with the 
Board. More than twenty persons of this class 
have heen diverted from a mission to the hea- 
then during the last three years. 

Here thea we are, with few missionary can- 
didates ready to go forth, with comparativel 
few persons in theological seminaries and col- 
leges, so far as we know, who have in their own 

consecrated themselves to this work; 
while the voice of divine Providence is calling 
upon the Board more loudly, probably than 
ever before, to strengthen and extend the mis- 
sions. If it could be stated truly that the state 
of the was uate to sending forth 
all the additional a = 
time must ela re the candidates 
would pmo Put how much more dif- 
ficulty and delay must there be, when a doubt 
rests on the poiut whether, if they should offer 
their services, they could enter on the work 
without waiting a year or two in this country. 

It should constantly be borne in mind by the 
patrons of the Board, that the condition of the 


stances, 


Anmual Meeting of the Board 








Noy, 


treasury has a direct and important bearing 
the camber of candidates for the missi > 
work. It was the ample costributions whieh 
flowed into the Ser 1831 to 1336, that 
so greatly increased the number of missi 
candidates ee those years; and it has been 
the deficiency of the contributions during the 
last four years, that has so reduced the number 
of candidates, and seems likely for years to 
come to leave the missions in great embarrass. 
ment for want of men. If, therefore, the friends . 
of missions would not have a deficiency of men, 
they must take care that there is no real or 
prehended deficiency of funds. And probably 
the surest method to increase the number of mis. 
sionary candidates to meet the present wants of 
the missions, so far as any human instrumental. 
ity is to accomplish it, is to provide amply the 
means of sending them forth without delay. 

It oughe to be added that, at all times, and 
especially in the existing circumstances of many 
of the missions, young men of eminent intellec- 
tual ability and attainments are required. If it 
required the collected wisdom and learnin 
ge to prepare the received version of our 
Bible, it surely requires no less wisdom and 
learning in the translators, when the task is to 
be performed by two or three individuals, and 
when the meaning of the Scriptures is to be 
transferred to languages foreign to the transla- 
tors, and languages too, known to be barren of 
all terms expressing ideas on intellectual and 
theological subjects. If the highest order of in- 
tellect and the richest attainments among us are 
required to train our young men for the sacred 
ministry, and for other offices of instruction and 
influence, why should it be expected that mea 
of less capacity and acquisitions should success. 
fully accomplish a similar work in a heathen 
land, and with incomparably fewer advantages ? 
If our invaluable, social, literary, and religious 
institutions are, under God, to be ascribed to 
the uncommon wisdom and piety of our ances- 
tors, how can we expect similar institutions to 
be introduced so as successfully to encounter 
the prejudices of heathen tribes, and supplant 

gan stitutions, by men of ordinary learning 


and wisdom 1? 


The paper was committed to Drs. Codman, 
Tucker, and Hawes, and Rev. Messrs. John 
Marsh and J. D. Jobason, who made the fol- 
lowing report :— 


The committee to whom was referred the 
document from the Prudential Commitee on 
spengibening and extending the missions of the 
Board, are deeply impressed with the import- 
ance of the subject to which their attention has 
been directed. 

There can be but one opinion among all the 
friends of the missionary enterprise, respecti 
the importance and desirableness of the object 
contemplated in the statement. The loud calls 
for reiniorcements from various parts of the mis- 
sionary field, cannot be listened to with indiffer- 
ence and heartlessness by the American church. 
The Macedonian cry has reached our ears, and 
must affect our hearts. The only obstacle in the 
way of meeting the urgent demands for addi- 
tional laborers, has arisen from the want of 
funds. Your committee indulge the that 
this obstacle will soon be removed, and that the 
christian public will come up, with imereased 
contributions, to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty. They are persuaded that there is 
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ability sufficient in the churches connected with 
the Hoard, not only to meet its present exigency, 
but greatly to extend the sphere of its opera- 
tions; and that nothing is wanting but a more 
systematic method on the part of the friends of 
Board, to render these means available. 


The above report was adopted. 
Statistics relating to Charitable Contributions. 
The following paper was read by Dr. Ander- 
son, and committed to Rev. Dr. Snel!, Rev. 
Messrs. Silas Aiken, A. H. Dumont, John Nel- 
son, Daniel Crosby, and Eli Smith. 


One of the results of the pecuniary embar- 
rassments experienced the last two or three 
years, has been to lead the Prudential Commit- 
iee to investigate the extent of patronage, upon 
which, under the great Head of the Church, re- 
Jiance might be placed by the Board in future. 
The field of inquiry is much more extensive 
than would appear at first sight, embracing a 

eat variety and amount of statistical informa- 
tion. It is necessary to ascertain what portion 
of the community may be expected willingly to 
receive applications to aid the missions, and 
how large a Cs ge of these do actually con- 
tribute any thing for this purpose, and to what 
amount. It is then indispensable to determine 
upon some standard of ability, which may pro- 
perly be made the basis of reasoning and plans, 
—wot fixing upon a tenth of the income, because 
prescribed in the Levitical eode, nor upon any 
definite proportion as the result of mere reason- 
ing —but ascertaining what good men actually 
do give, when properly organized for action and 
properly informed on the subject. Such a 
standard being ascertained, we must next in- 
quire, how far that part of the community which 
stands connected with us falls short of that 
standard. This inquiry does not assume the 
obnoxious form of a scrutiny into the affairs of 
individuals, which would be impracticable, if 
there were no other objections to it. The far 
shorter and perfectly unexceptionable method is 
to be taken, which is afforded by the existence 
of so many local associations in the community, 
—civil, ecclesiastical and benevolent;—such as 
states, counties, towns; associations, confer- 
ences, presbyteries, congregations, parishes, 
churches; auxiliaries, associations;—and we 
avail ourselves of the censuses and fiscal esti- 
mates by the governments, and of the statistics 
of ecclesiastical and all other bodies of men. 
If there are persons who would think it inquisi- 
torial and improper for benevolent societies to 

© into such inquiries as these, it is because 

y have not reflected duly upon the subject. 
While the expenses of a society are small, it 
may neglect such inquiries; but when to carr 
on the work committed to it, its annual expendi- 
a to be three, four, or five hundred 

dollars, or more, and it feels a press- 
ing motive on every side to extend its opera- 
tions, it must make them, or proceed blindfold 
in its work. It is as really under the necessity 
of doing so, as governments are in a time of war. 

Inquiries such as these, if extensively made, 
will bring together a vast body of local informa- 
tion, that will enable a missionary society to 
know how far it is from the limit beyond which 
it cannot advance, and wisely to proportion and 
adapt its agencies to the different parts of the 
country. 


An abstract of the donations to the Board, as 
acknowledged in the Missionary Herald for the 
year 1839, was prepared in the early part of the 
present year, as a preliminary measure in such 
an investigation, and it threw light over every 
part of our field. A few copies of it were print- 
ed for the use of the officers and agents of the 
Board, and some remain for distribution among 
the members. The Abstract shows at once 
from what churches and from how many, in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, donations were re- 
ceived during that year; also to what amount, 
and how far as the result of an organized effort. 
It was of special value in respect to New Eng- 
land, showing, at a single glance of the eye, 
what parts of it were in most need of attention. 
The immediate effect of this abstract on the 
Prudential Committee was, to assure them that 
the field, from whence the means of prosecuti 
the work were derived, was very far in 
from being fully occupied, or exhausted. It ap- 
peared that, while donations were received from 
eight hundred and eighty-one churches in New 
England, and from nearly as many more in the 
middle and western States, not including those 
‘of the Reformed Dutch Charch, nor of the 
southern States, there were more than three 
hundred congregational churches in the New 
England States alone, which gave nothing as 
the result of an associated effort. And it is fair 
to presume, that as many as three hundred 
churches in New England ) Fo every yeer thus 
failed to aid the cause. 

The main object had in view in this paper, is 
to give the results, so far as obtained, of another 
investigation, which proceeds rather heavily, 
but will no doubt be aided by an illustration of 
the uses for which it is designed. The investi- 
pitee thus far has been restricted to New Eng- 
and, and indeed almost wholly to Massachu- 
setts. Its object is to ascertain, 1. How large 
a part of the population is embraced in the con- 
gregations related to the Board. 2. What pro- 
<- of the property is in these congpemeenae- 

. What proportion of the property within the 
congregations is in the hands of the church- 
members. 4. What proportion of the church- 
members give any thing for foreign missions. 
And, 5. What proportion of the sum given is 
given by them. ; 

This information, after obtaining the advice 
and approbation of pastors and laymen in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, it was proposed to 
obtain M oeoning certain towns in each coun- 
7. are a fair spocmnes of the towns in 

ir respective neighborhoods, and obtaining 
the facts a persons in those towns believ- 
ed to be most likely to give attention to the sub- 
ject. These inquiries were last spring address- 
ed to about fifty persons, chiefly clergymen, in 
Massachusetts. It was thought best to wait and 
see the result of these before addressing gentle- 
men out of that State, excepting in a very few 
special cases. Answers have yet been received 
to no more than half the letters; and only fifteen 
of the answers were sufficiently specific to be of 
use. ‘Three of the fifteen are from New Hamp- 
shire. ‘These fifteen answers are of great value, 
whether we the parishes and churches to. 
which they relate, or the ony rea 
accuracy of their results. y are all from the 
country, and most of them relate to churches 
which are amozg the most exemplary. Of 
course, we must make some abatement, when 
we payin to generalize. The facts are too 








few to build an extensive argument, or theo 
upon; yet we think that no amount of attainable 
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facts will bring ont results that shall, on the 
whole, be very materially different, in respect to 
churches and parishes in the country, and cer- 
tainly not for the better. What the results are, 
will now be briefly stated. 

1. What ion of the population is em- 
braced in the parish, or congregation ? 

The answers from twelve towns in Massachu- 
setts, give a little more than one half. 

2. What proportion of the property is in 
these c ions ? 


The answers from these twelve towns give an 
“2 of a little more ae Fou half. 

. What proportion o y within 
the congregations is in the hands of the church- 
ers? 

The answers from the fifteen towns give an 
average of one half. The proportions in the 
different churches, however, vary mach, from 
one-tenth to four-fifths. 

4. proportion of the church-members 
give any thing for foreign missions ? 

To this question we have answers from nine 
churches in Massachusetts, and three in New 
Hampshire. The average is three-fourths.. 
Taking the whole of Massachusetts, the average 
proportion may be stated, probably, at two- 
thirds. Taking the whole of New England into 
view, the average must be placed still lower. 
Of the 136,000 members in the orthodox congre- 
gational churches in New England, from 45,000 
to 50,000 give ag to publish the gospel 
among the heathen. o these are to be ad 
some thousands of members in the three hun- 
dred churches, which give nothing as the result 
of an associated effort. There are 60,000 or 
70,000 church-members, therefore, in the evan- 
= congregational churches of New Eng- 
and, who are yet to be enlisted in the work. 
The mere impressions of pastors, that it cannot 
be so, are not to be received in evidence against 
this statement. The pastors of two among the 
best of these twelve churches were asked before 
the investigation, how many of their church- 
members made donations to the cause. They 
are themselves among the best pastors in the 
country, and their societies each give more than 
five hundred dollars annually for foreign mis- 
sions; and their first impressions were that all of 
their church-members were donors. Their sur- 
prise must have been great to find, that nearly 
one in every four, even in their churches, gives 


nothing ! 
5. What proportion of the sum given, ‘is 
given by church-members ? 
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The answers to this question are from eleven | 
churches. The average is eight parts out of | 
nine. And there is here a very remarkable uni- 
formity in the answers. The proportion in nine 
of the churches scarcely varied at all. In four 
it was thirty-one parts out of thirty-six, in one it 
was thirty-two, and in four it was thirty-four. 
But in one congregation, and that perhaps the 
most enlightened and most liberal of all, the 





non-professors of religion gave one-third of the 
whole amount. But the general average is 
eight-ninths. | 
This neral average is worthy of serious 
notice. ere is a great and favored com-| 
munity associated for the maintenance of the 
gospel, among whom about one-fourth part, 
with only half as much property as is pos- 
— by the rest, gives eight times s much 
as all the rest to pro te that gospel amo 
the heather ! hing’ inte view their porn] 
tive numbers, as well as wealth, they 
o sixteen times, nay, twenty times as mach! 











Noy. 


Surely there is something real in christian 


ety. 
. ‘Admitting these to be facts, they'surely claim 
the serious attention of all ministers of the 

1. They are worthy of being sought out and 

nown. 

Besides submitting these facts to the consid. 
eration of the Board, in connection with the 
oe aan of no ae we — submit 
also, the expediency of pursuing t inquiries 
during the ensuing year. Should the invent 
tion be prosecuted to the results contempla 
we shall know the amount of property in the 
congregational denomination of New Engi 
the proportion of that property which is profess. 
edly used in subjection to the law of Chri 
how far it may be reasonably expected that this 
property will be used for the propagation of the 

pel m heathen lands; how far it 1s thus used 
in the different districts of the country; a 
what are the means to be employed to en 
all in this work of our Lord and Savior. And 
what if it should appear, as the result of demon- 
stration, that, within eight or ten years, or even 
a shorter period, half a million of dollars may 
be raised annually for foreign missions in New 
England alone ? 


The committee subsequently made the report 
which follows, and it was adopted and ap- 
proved. 


Your committee perceive no very serious ob- 
jection to pursuing the investigation already be- 
n, provided it is done with the caution so 
elicate a subject demands. Believing that im- 
portant results may arise from it, and an impor- 
tant use be made of it to subserve the cause of 


foreign missions, your committee would recom- 
mend that the investigation be prosecuted in 
that way which the Prudential Committee in 


their wisdom shall deem most discreet and eligi- 
ble, and which promises the most certain and 
greatest success. 


The employment of the Press in promoting the 
Missionary Work. 


Mr. Greene read the following paper on the 
use made by the Board of the press in promot- 
ing the missiovary work. 


In considering the advantage which is to be 
taken of the press in promoting the missionary 
work, the committee would invite attention, 
first, to the use made of it at home; and, second, 
to the use made of it abroad. 

In the employment of the press at home, three 
objects are to be aimed at. 

1. To make known the character and condi- 
tion of the unevangelized nations. 

To give a record of the proceedings and 
success of the missions. 

3. To address to the christian public such 
appeals as shall incite to a more zealous and 
prayerful prosecution of the missionary work. 

he christian community, in order to enter 
most intelligently and most heartily into the 
work of spreading the gospel over the eart 
need, not only the command of Christ to go a 
preach the gospel to every creature, together 
with his example and that of his apostles; but 
also to know the guilty and wretched condition 
of those nations for whose welfére they are 
called to interpose. 
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Here is a wide field for the employment of the’ 

. And to this no inconsiderable portion of 

the publications issued by the Board in this 
country are devoted. . 

Another object to which the press at home is 
made tributary, is to disseminate through the 
community a knowledge of the proceedings of 
the missionaries and the progress they make in 
their work. That the patrons of missions should 

this knowledge is important to the mis- 
sionaries themselves; that they may better se- 
cure the sympathies and prayers, and support 
of the churches, under the hardships, perplexi- 
ties and disappointments which they must neces- 
sarily encounter. It is not less important to the 
trons of missions. 

At times, when piety in the church, and, of 
course, missionary zeal is low, and few mission- 
aries and ee means are furnished for 
strengthening and extending the missions, it will 
be necessary to address special appeals to the 
christian community, embracing statements, 
reasonings, and exhortations, adapted to incite 
them to renewed zeal and devotedness to their 
work. Such appeals have repeatedly been 
found necessary in the history of this Board; 
and when made, they have been in a high de- 
gree successful. 

In these ways, and for these objects, this 
Board has made a free use of the press in this 
country, especially during the last twenty years. 
During that period twenty volumes of the Mis- 
sionary Herald have been published, the num- 
ber of copies varying from 14,000 to 23,000, 
averaging about 18,000; the number of pages 
varying from 400 to 500, averaging 450; mak- 
ing an aggregate of 360,000 .volumes, and 
*162,000, pages During the same period 
have been published twenty annual reports, the 
number of copies varying from 1,500 to 5,000, 
averaging about 3,300, and the average number 
of pages in each being about 160: amounting in 
the aggregate to 66, copies, and 10,560,000 
poses. The Board have also published 668,800 

issionary Papers, averaging about fifteen 
pages each; and 542,300 monthly and quarterly 
papers, of four s each, amounting together, 
to about 12,203 pages. About 26,000 copies 
of sermons have also been published within the 
oo under review, embraeing annual sermons 

fore the Board, sermons at the ordination of 
missionaries, and others containing appropriate 
appeals on the missionary subject. ‘These ton- 
tained an aggregate of about 780,000 pages. 
About 15,000 copies of abstracts of the annual 
reports of the Board have also been published, 
amounting to about 450,000 pages. From this 
it is seen that the amount of printing executed 
in this country for the Boned, during the last 
twenty years, in furtherance of its objects, is 
185,993,200 pages. To these might be added 
various occasional pamphlets and circulars de- 
signed to facilitate its operations, or awaken a 
livelier interest in behalf of its objects. 

If it were proposed to show the full extent to 
which the press in this country has been made 
subservient to the missionary work, so far as re- 
Jates to the community acting through the Board, 
it would be necessary, to say nothing of what is 
published in the common religious periodicals, 
to take into the account the reports, addresses, 
and appeals published by auxiliary and other 
societies, the volumes of missionary journals, 
travels, and researches, together with the biog- 
raphies of deceased missionaries, and missionary 
histories which have issued from the press with- 
in the period under review; and which have had 
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no inconsiderable share in originating and sus- 
taining the missionary feeling which now per- 
vades the community. 

Abroad, the press has been employed by the 
Board almost exclusively for two pu 
printing the Scriptures and treatises containing 
christian instruction in other forms; and printing 
class-books for schools. 

That putting the Scriptures into the hands of 
the people as extensively as possible, is an a 
propriate part of the missionary’s work, scarcely 
any protestant will question. And it is quite 
obvious that, in the present condition of the un- 
evangelized portions of mankind, placing the 
Scriptures in their hands can be of only very 
limited advantage without the establishment of 
schools to teach the mass of the people to read. 
While, therefore, a primary object of missions 
must be to translate the Scriptures into every 
language, another collateral, and not inferior 
object, is to teach the mass of the people to read 
them. 

The press renders it possible for a system of 
free schools to be established and to pervade a 
nation, which was impossible without it. It 
opens the way, before closed up, for a whole 
community to become thinking, intelligent read- 
ers. Before the invention of the press, no sys- 
tem for promoting universal education was 
thought of ; or if thought of, the insuperable dif- 
ficulties which encompassed its introduction, and 
the meagre rewards which it promised, owing to 
the small number of books which could be 


-placed in the hands of the people, caused the 


thought to be at once dismissed. 

The Committee have therefore supposed that 
a press, either under the immediate control of 
the mission, or in such circumstances that the 
advantages of it could be enjoyed, was an ap- 
pendage to a mission that ought not to be dis- 
pensed with. Printing establishments have, 
therefore, been connected with fourteen of the 
twesty-five missions undertaken by the Board, 
embracing thirty-two presses. To render these 
establishments still more complete and efficient 
type and stereotype foundries have been a 
to five of them. Printers and book-binders have 
also been sent abroad, that these book-manu- 
factories might be conducted with more pro- 
priety and vigor, and the advantages of them in 
propagating divine truth might be more exten- 
sively felt. 

These presses have facilities for printing in 
not less than thirty-two languages, besides the 
English, fourteen of which were first reduced to 
a written form by the missionaries of this Board. 
These languages are spoken by probably not 
less than 400,000,000 of people ;—more than one 
half of the heathen and Mohammedan popula- 
tion of the globe. 

Of books and tracts printed, consisting of the 
sacred Scriptures entire, or portions of them, 
religious tracts, and school-books designed for 
various classes of learners, the number of copies 
probably exceeds 2,500,000, and the number of 
pases not less than 233,156,081. Probably not 
ess than 60,000 or 70,000 persons have had por- 
tions of the Bible put into their hands and been 
taught to read them by the missionaries which 
this Board has sent: forth. 

How far the missionaries may properly go 
beyond the elementary education which 1s re- 
quisite for reading the Scriptures, and aim to in- 
troduce a christian literature among a heathen 

sople, it is not necessary now to determine. 

ut one thing is evident, that wherever the gos- 
‘pel enters with power, and the Seriptures are 








45-4 


translated and distributed abroad, and christian 
schools are established to train up readers, and 
the mind is awakened from its listlessness, or 
called off from sensual and groveling to more 
intellectual employments, there the foundation 
is laid for a pure national literature. And it 
must further be admitted that the object of the 
missionary will not be fully accomplished, and 
a heathen people become what they are cer- 
tainly destined to become under the influence 
of the gospel, until such a literature shall be 
brought into existence. If the missionary may 
not aim directly at the creation of such a litera- 
ture, he is to do that which will, in all proba- 
bility, sooner than any thing else, lead to it. 
Nor is the object beneath the care of a chris- 
tian missionary. To pour such treasures of 
science and thought and refined sentiment as 
the English language contains into the language 
of one of the great Asiatic nations, imbuing 
them at the same time with the christian spirit, 
is, except preaching Christ crucified to the sin- 
ner, (with which this may have no slight con- 
nection,) second to no work in which men can 


engage. 
far as the books requisite for thoroughly 
disciplining and furnishing the mind are con- 
cerned, why is it not as proper that they should 
be com , and that the press should be 
made use of to multiply them in a heathen, as 
in a christian land? If it is right that the mis- 
sionary should give attention to raising up and 
qualifying competent native teachers and 
preachers, is it not right for him to employ the 
press to furnish the requisite books 7 Why is it 
more unscriptural to use the funds of the church 
to found libraries for training able expounders 
of the Scriptures and preachers of the gospel in 
heathen lands, than it is to adopt similar mea- 
sures to accomplish a similar object at home ? 
Why is the missionary from this land carried 
through a protracted book-education, if it is not 
consistent with his calling, after he arrives 
among the heathen, to use the press to the full 
extent necessary to give the native preacher, 
whom God may permit him to raise up, similar 
advantages ? 

In the employment of the press for mission- 
ary purposes, it should by no means be permit- 
ted to supplant or seriously encroach upon 
what is more appropriately called preaching 
the qve Preaching, where there is no insu- 
perable difficulty in the way of it, is, undoubt- 
edly, to have the pre-eminence among the 
agencies employed for evangelizing the world. 
This, missionaries are to expect, will be attend- 
ed with the most special divine blessing, and 
from this they are to reap the richest fruits. 
For missionaries to become mere translators, or 
editors, or book-makers of any description, 
where their circumstances do not forbid their 
engaging in other labors, would be a perversion 
of their office and an abuse of the advantages 
of the press. ' 

Nor should the printing department in a mis- 
sion be permitted to extend itself, dispropor- 
tionately to other departments'of the missionary 
work, or to the necé§sities of the a 
Greatly to multiply books when there are few 
persons to call attention to them, or to enforce 
the truths they contain, or to distribute them 
judiciously, would be an unwise use of the 
press and a squandering of the funds expended 
upon it. So would also the multiplication of 
books and tacts beyond the ability and incli- 
nation of the people to read. 
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But where the labor bestowed on the press 
is kept in due proportion to that bestowed og 
other departments of the missionary work; 
where the issues are regulated by ability of 
a mission to make a judicious and prompt dig. 
tribution of them, effectually to awaken ip. 
terest in them through the community, and also 
with reference to the ability and inclination of 
the people to read, there is little danger of em. 
ploying the press with too mueh activity, as q 
vehicle for the wide and steady dissemination 
of divine truth. 


This paper was committed to Drs. Day and 
Field, Rev. Messrs. Sylvester Holmes, J. C, 
Brigham, S. L. Pomeroy, and B. B. Edwards, 
who subsequently reported that it be approved, 
which was done. 


Returned Children of Missionaries. 


A communication in relation to this subject, 
from the missionaries in Ceylon, was read by 
Dr. Anderson, and is given below. 


A proposal has been made to the Prudential 
Committee by the Ceylon mission, in relation 
to the returned children of missionaries, which 
it is thought expedient to refer to the wisdom of 
the Board. The case is sufficiently explained 
by the following extract from the letter of the 
mission, dated March 16th, 1840. 

“We think the views of the Cemmittee on 
the subject of a seminary for the children of 
missionaries are quite correct. Such an insti- 
tution would be quite undesirable. © All that our 

resent light will enable us to suggest to the 
ard, is, 1. ‘That they appoint a committee 
to whom all questions respecting the children of 
missionaries may be referred, and who shall be 
expected to keep themselves informed as to the 
situation, circumstances, ete. etc., of all child- 
ren of missionaries connected with the Board 
who live in America, and particularly of child- 
ren who are orphans. 2. That benevolent and 
judicious men be appointed agents by the com- 
mittee, first, in the large sea-ports of America, 
to act as protectors of the children of missiona- 
ries on their first arrival, and until they may be 
placed with their friends or guardians, and to 
make such provision for them as circumstances 
may require, in case of any disappointment of 
expectation from friends. Secondly,—in insti- 
tutions with which such children may be eon- 
nected, who may feel themselves authorized to 
exercise a parental control over thi i 
while pursuing their course of education. 

“We have the fullest confidence that agents, 
both in seaport towns and in literary institutions, 
can easily be found, who, without care or ex- 
pense to the Board, would become the cheerful 
and efficient guardians of such children to as 
great an extent as the Board or their parents 
could wish. We shall much change our esti- 
mate of good men, if such cannot be found who 
will esteem it a privilege thus to relieve the 
anxieties of a missionary and encourage his re- 
maining in the field, instead of returning to fulfil 
the duties of parent under which God has laid 
him, unless this transfer can be made. Those 
who become the pane guardians of a living 
missionary’s child, are in fact the persons who 
support that missionary in the field. They 
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h the gospel to the heathen through the 
by their care for the child. 
«How far this arrangement would encourage 
you men of sound common sense and fore- 
to offer their services as missionaries, 
or how far a missionary child, if well trained in 
America, will be a living epistle in favor of 
Christ and the cause of missions in the church 
and society where he may reside, and be pre- 
pared to become a more efficient missionar 
than his father; or, if neglected, how far he will 
become a hindrance to the cause at home, and 
be cut off from the prospect of usefulness 
abroad, are considerations which we leave for 
the Board to settle. The subject is one of 
great practical importance, and will have, we 
trust, the prayerful as well as liberal considera- 
tion of the Committee.” 


This was referred to a committee cousisting 
of D. W. C. Olyphant, Esq., and Rev. Messrs. 
Nathan Perkins, Samuel I. Prime, H. B. Hook- 
er, 8. B. Treat, and D. H. Johnson, by whom 
the following report was afterwards presented 
to the Board and approved. 


The committee to whom was referred the 
subject of returned children of missionaries, 
beg leave to report, that while they feel the im- 
portance and difficulties of the subject, and the 
desirableness of having the minds of our mis- 
sionaries relieved from anxiety respecting their 
offspring, they are not aware of any pressing 
circumstances calling for an immediate change 
in the regulations of the Board in reference to 
this sabject. They believe that the best plan 
for the disposition and education of the children 
of our missionaries must be the result of experi- 
ence, and that the facts bearing on this question 
are not yet sufficiently numerous to guide us to 
any safe action in the case. They therefore 
recommend that the subject be left with the 
Prudential Committee, for them to adopt such 
course as circumstances, with increasing light 
and experience, may call for. 


The Importance of Systematic Contributions to 
the Missionary Cause. 


Mr. Armstrong read the following paper. 


The importance of systematic and steady 
contributions, made at regular intervals, by all 
who love the cause of missions, does not seem 
to he duly appreciated by many friends of thé 
Board. ‘To some of our great benevolent insti- 
tutions it makes little difference whether the 
funds needed by them are received early or 
Jate in the year, to whose current expenses they 
are to he applied. Even a considerable fluc- 
tuation in the amount of their receipts from year 
to year, though a source of much labor and 
anxiety to those who bear the responsibility of 
conducting their operations, does not perma- 
nently derange their plans, or impair their 
strength. They are compelled to move more 
slowly while the pressure lasts, but have every 
thing ready for accelerated speed, as soon as it 
is removed. What is lost by diminished re- 
soarces, in one year, may be regained in the 
next, by the awakened zeal and augmented 
liberality of their patrons. q 

With this Board the case is widely different. 
The number and extent of the missions, and the 
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various departments of labor in which they _ 


en ; their remoteness from each other, 
the different forms of society and grades of 
civilization of the a whom they are 


m many 
months before the funds are actually needed to 
meet current expenses. Accordingly the Board 
have made it the duty of the Prudential Com- 
mittee to limit the annual expenses of each 
mission. And in order to this, they have re- 
quired each mission to make out a detailed 
estimate of its probable expenditure, and to 
send it to the Committee, in season to have it 
acted upon by them, and the result made known 
to the mission, before the time for the expendi- 
ture arrives. This process, in the case of the 
more distant missions, which are also the largest 
and most expensive, requires from twelve to 
eighteen months for its completion. Thus the 
estimates of the missions for 1841, were made 
and sent home many months ago. The Com- 
mittee have already acted upon them, and the 
missions have been informed what amount has 
been appropriated to their use and may be ex- 
pected hy them during that year. On the faith 
of these appropriations the missions their 
arrangements for the wants of their families, the 
employment of native helpers, the support of 
schools and seminaries, and the operations of 
the press, during the year. 
n this system of ae and ex- 
= iture, it is easy to see that any considera- 
le fluctuation in the receipts of the Board from 
year to year, or even in corresponding parts of 


successive years, must cause great perplexity 
and embarrassment, and ma productive of 
serious and lasting injury. The funds to be col- 


lected during the coming year, have been al- 
ready appropriated. They are pledged to meet 
expenses that will accrue some months hence, 
in Central and Southern and Eastern Asia; in 
Western and Southern Africa; aiid on the shores 
and Islands of the Pacific Ocean. In thus an- 
ticipating the resources of the Board, the Com- 
mittee must be guided by past experience, and 
by the actual condition of the treasury at the 
time of making the appropriations. If the con- 
tributions of their patrons are unsteady and im- 
pulsive, if they vary, like the price of stocks, 
with every fluctuation of the business or cur- 
rency of our country, by what principles shall 
the Committee be guided in this responsible 
work ? 

In the first six months of the year before the 
Jast, the receipts were $137,000. In the first 
six months of the last year, they weye $97,000. 
What would have been the effect upon the mis- 
sions, if appropriations had been made during 
the first period, on a scale adjusted to the re- 
ceipt of $974,000 per annum, and during the 
Jast, to $194,000? Or what would have been 
the effect upon the credit of the Board and the 
missionary cause, if, having made engagements 
in 1839, with the expectation of receiving 
$274,000 in 1840, only $194,000 had been re- 
ceived ? 

So remote are the missions, that if, as the 
time draws near for transmitting to them the 
funds appropriated to their support, a a off 
in the receipts deprives the Committee of the 
anticipated means, it is too late to advise them 
of the failure. Their arrangements and engage- 








ments, are already made for the year, and they 
must suffer eo ene artery ~ — con- 
sequent u) isappointment; and what is worse 
even than the une ment of their plans and 
the interruption of their labors, their converts 
and the heathen around them, unable to under- 
stand the reason of this failure, lose confidence 
in their wisdom and integrity, and in the sta- 
bility and permanence of their resources and 
their work. Is it any wonder, when such things 
take place, that the ungodly triumph; the timid 
despond; the hearts of the missionaries are de- 

and their health fails, and they are 
compelled to leave their fields of labor, or go 
down prematurely to the grave? The loss and 
suffering of various kinds, resulting from the 
unsteady support given to the Board, for the 
last four years, cannot be measured, or full 
known, until the coming day that shall bring all 
secret things to light. 

Again, remittances to the distant missions are 
made with far more ease, safety, expedition, 
and economy in the form of bills drawn by the 
treasurer of the Board on its bankers in Lon- 
don, in favor of the treasurers of the missions, 
than they could be in any other way. These 
bills are readily converted into current funds, 
in all the t commercial marts of the eastern 
world. For years past, almost all remittances 
have been made in this form. How disastrous 
would be the consequences to a mission, if one 
of the bills drawn in its favor, should be dis- 
honored! How vital to the prosperity of the 
Board is its commercial ened, not only at 
home, where its character and resources are 
familiarly known, but abroad, and through the 
commercial world! But pt and punctual 
payments are the life of credit. And these can- 
not be made without ar and steady re- 
ceipts, such as may be relied on from month to 
month and from year to year. 

The injurious effects of changes in the con- 
dition and pects of the treasury, on the 
feelings course of appointed missionaries, 
and of young men preparing for the ministry 
who are candidates for missionary appointment, 
or who ought to be so, is another serious con- 
sideration connected with this subject. 

Until recently the Committee have not for 
many years been obliged to detain, for any 
length of time, young men who were ready and 
whose services were needed in the foreign field. 
And the cases were rare in which any who had 
been once inte i, failed to go out to the 

But since 1837 it has been necessary to 
make all appointments on the ex condition 
that the candidates should not be sent out, until 
the state of the treasury should warrant it. 
Under this condition many young men have 
been detained; some of them more than two 
ers Last year, thirteen who had been thus 

id in suspense, asked and received a release 
from their connection with the Board, and eight 
this year. Among the most frequent inquiries 
of young men who are agitating the question of 
making an offer of themselves to the , are 
such as these: Will the Board be able to send 
us out? If we should be appointed, how soon 
may we expect to go forth? Have you not 
already men under appointment whom you are 
obliged to detain for want of funds? Why 
should we offer, when you have more than you 
can send out already? When the receipts of 
the Board are unsteady and fluctuating, it is 
manifest that no definite answer can be given to 
sack inquiries, and equally manifest, our 
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inability to answer them, tends to lessen the 
number and damp the zeal of missionary candi. 
dates. Such are some of the evils growing oat 
of irregularity in the receipts of the Board and 
illustrating the importance of systematic and 
steady contributions. 

But how may these be secured ? 

In proportion as the funds of the Board are 
contributed in large sums, by a few 
they must be affected by every change in the 
trade or currency of the country. Such contri. 
butions are made for the most part by persons 
largely engaged in business, whose ability to 
give varies with a thousand unforeseen contin. 

neies. On the other hand, in proportion ag 

number of individuals by whom a given 

amount is contributed, increases, their ability to 
make good that amount from year to year is 
less liable to change. Let each of the 300,000 
members of apace that profess to support the 
Board, be applied to to contribute his propor. 
tion of the $300,000 needed for the next year 
and we may calculate with far more contidenss 
on receiving that amount, and on its continu. 
ance and increase from year to year, than if re- 
liance be placed, as it now is, upon one third or 
one fourth of the whole number, whatever may 
be their een ability and willingness to con- 
tribute. This then is what is wanting to secure 
by the blessing of God, that steady pecuniary 
support which is so vital to the prosperity of the 
missionary cause; application at stated times to 
all its friends to aid it, as the Lord has pros. 
pered every man. j 

_No other plan for doing this has yet been de- 
vised, so effectual as that of appointing col- 
lectors in each church, who shall go out, after 
the subject has been presented from the pulpit, 
and call upon every one not known to be hos. 
tile to missions. That plan has been pursued 
with signal success by many churches durj 
the last year, Let it be universally a 
and faithfully executed, at a stated time every 
year, in every parish, association, conference, 
and presbytery, professing to co-operate with 
the Board, and the object will be secured. 

The particular form of organization for this 
purpose is a matter of no great importance, 
vided the thing itself is done at the proper time, 
Let each church or session or pastor select the 
time and mode, best suited to their peculiar cir- 
cumstances, and to the claims of other objects. 
Only let them see to it, that personal applica- 
tion is made, once a year, at a stated time, to 
every individual friendly to the cause. 
Committee will then know what means of sup- 
port for the mission they may expect to receive, 
and at what time. Greater steadiness and con- 
fidence and efficiency will be imparted to the 
whole system of means for spreading among 
the perishing the knowled of ealneten, 

agents of the Board have been instructed 
to do every thing in their power to promote this 
systematic and thorough action of the churches, 
But it cannot be secured, without the co-opera- 
tion of the pastors and the active friends of the 
cause of missions in every church. The Com- 
mittee earnestly appeal to such for their efficient 
and persevering aid in this work. 


The committee to whom this document was 
referred, consisting of Dr. Humphrey, Rev. J. 
C. Brigham, Job Squire, Esq., and William 
Rankin, Esq., reported that they had carefully 
examined the same, that they cordially approve 
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of the views therein expressed, and they recom- 
mend to the Board that it be published under 
the sanction of the Prudential Committee, and 
be widely circulated. 


Employment of Agents in Raising Funds. 


The following paper was communicated by 
Mr. Armstrong. 


Objections to the employment of agents to 
resent the claims of the various institutions 
Loving for their object the universal diffusion 
of the knowledge of Christ, are, it is thought, 
less extensive and strong now, among those 
who are friendly to that object, than they were 
a few years since. 

The special causes which then operated to 
multiply such agencies, and to prompt to mea- 
sures of doubtful propriety in executing them, 
have lost much of their power; and the expe- 
rience of this Board, in common with other large 
associations for benevolent purposes, during x 
season of pecuniary embarrassment through 
which we have passed, has afforded such evi- 
dence of their necessity, as to convince those 
who have examined the subject, that it is better 
to bear any incidental evils connected with the 
system, than to suffer the inevitable conse- 
quences of laying it aside. 

Yet as some friends of the Board still with- 
hold their approbation from the whole system; 
and as the growing wants of the missions, and 
the necessity of systematic arrangements to 
meet those wants with greater steadiness and 
regularity, may lead the Prudential Committee 
to commission a larger number of agents than 
heretofore, it seems desirable that this subject 
should be looked into at the present meeting. 

The object of this communication is not to 
discuss the general subject of agencies, nor to 
reply formally to the objections that may be 
urged against them, but simply to state some 
facts, whose bearing will be readily seen, and 
thus to prepare the way for such discussion or 
action on the subject, as the Board may deem 
important. 

The work of an agent deprives him to a great 
extent of the society of his family; it cuts him 
off from those affectionate sympathies that clus- 
ter around the pastoral office ; it is inconsistent 
with habits of systematic and unbroken study; 
and seriously interferes with opportunities for 
quiet and regular devotion. Such a work is 
not certainly, in its own nature, one of ease or 
self-indulgence. ‘The faithful, diligent agent for 
foreign missions, if he has a heart to_appreciate 
these things, (and no other is fit for the work,) 
certainly encounters privations and self-denial 
for the furtherance of the cause, such as entitle 
~ to the respect and sympathy of those who 
love it. 

When a good man gives his whole mind and 
heart to one great theme, such as, “the univer- 
sal diffusion of the gospel,” and makes it the 
leading topic of his preaching and conversation, 
as from year to year he visits the churches, bis 
advantages for presenting it seasonably, clearly 
and forcibly, are great and peculiar. It can 
hardly be doubtful whether his influence in pro- 
moting the personal holiness, and benevolent 
activity of Christians, and advancing the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom among men, is not, on the 
whole, quite as valuable to the cause of Christ, 
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as if, with equal talents and diligence, he devot+ 
ed himself to the spiritual interests of a single 
congregation. 

If pastors will take the lead in training their 
own people to self-denying efforts for the mis- 
sionary cause, and welcome the agent to their 
pulpits, and introduce him to their people, as 
their helper in the work of the Lord, the labors 
of agents, in proportion as they are acceptable 
and successful, can hardly fail to strengthen the 
hands, and encourage the hearts of pastors. 
The spirit of liberality excited by the labors of 
the agent, far from exhausting itself on the spe- 
cial occasion which called it forth, will abide; 
and its kindly influence be felt in every proper 
object of christian zeal and benevolence. It 
has more than once happened, that a people, 
stirred up to unwonted liberality by a touching 
appeal in behalf of the perishing heathen, have 
nobly met those claims, and then, under the 
same impulse, paid up arrears of salary long 
due to their pastor, or liquidated a congrega- 
tional debt which had oppressed them for 

years. 

: The principles by which the Prudential Com- 
mittee are guided in fixing the compensation of 
agents, are the same that regulate the support 
of missionaries in the foreign field, viz. the eco- 
nomical maintenance of their families, and the 
most advantageous prosecution of their work. 
If they have ever given more than this, or com- 
missioned a man whose talents and attainments 
would not readily command this, in other de- 
partments of ministerial labor, it has been be- 
cause they were misinformed, or erred in judg- 
ment. ‘The whole average expense of agencies 
for the last six years, has heen less than four 
per cent on the receipts of the Board. To com- 
plain of this would be as unwise as if the farmer 
should complain of the expense of the seed from 
which he reaps the most abundant harvest, or 
the merchant of the cost of those investments 
which yield the largest profit. It has occurred 
during the last year, that a single church, has 
given, in consequence of the visit of an agent, 
enough to pay his whole salary for the year, 
over and above what it would otherwise have 
contributed. And the effect of his labors in 
promoting their Jove to the missionary cause, 
and their purpose to sustain it hereafier, has 
been as propitious, as in the increase of their 
contributions. 

In general, those churches and individuals 
who read and hear most on the subject of mis- 
sions, and give most largely to sustain them, 
appreciate most highly the labors of agents, and 
welcome them most heartily im their annual 
visits. They are not the persons who would 
find fault with the Committee, should the num- 
ber of agents be so increased, as to secure from 
one of them a personal! visit this year, to every 
church in the land that is willing to co-operate 
with the Board. 


The subject was committed to Drs. Pond, 
Humphrey, and Rev. Messrs. William J. Arm- 
strong, E. Cheever, and William J. Breed, 
who reported the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 


Resolved, That the convictions of this Board 
as to the necessity and efficiency of the system 
of agencies are unchanged; and that the pre- 
sent exigencies of the missionary cause, call for 
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increased vigor in the prosecution of that sys-|| and that a yet larger proportion of individual} 
tem, and render specially important the cordial || members of churches from which aid had beep 
co-operation of pastors and other friends of || received, had borne no part in the contributions 
missions in promoting the success of agents; || made. 

and of agents in strengthening the hands of It was thus seen, that if the claims of the 


pastors in the work of the Lord, cause could be made to reach the multitude of 
churches and individuals, not unfriendly to mis. 
Appeals of the Prudential Commitiee. sions, who were doing nothing, because no per- 


sonal application had been made to them, the 
The following paper was read by Mr. Arm- || number of contributors and the amount of con- 


. tributions might be greatly increased. 
t , and was referred to the committee o: 5”. : 
—* — Se To effect this, no other plan seemed so wel} 


that portion of the annual report relating to the | adapted as that extensively pursued in New 
domestic department. | England some years ago, but which had grad. 
| ualty fallen into disuse, of dividing each congre- 
Some features in the financial history of the ation into districts, and sending out collectors 
Board, during the year that has just closed, || in each district, with instructions to call upon al} 
have been so marked and peculiar that the || persons not known to be unfriendly to missions 
eommittee have thought it important to make || for a contribution, according to the ability an 
them the subject of a special communication to |! willingness of each. 
this meeting. In view of the exigency of the case, six 
It will be recollected that previous to the || churches in Boston and its immediate vicinity, 
Jast meeting of the Board, there had been for || were induced to return to this plan. The result 
several months an alarming diminution in the || was favorable beyond what had been antici. 
monthly receipts. To this fact the attention of || pated. With less ability to give than they had 
the Board was then directed, and mueh feeling | the previous year, the contributions of those 
was awakened by the discussions growing out | churches were more than doubled, amounting 
of it. Soon after the meeting, a statement of || to $9,900, instead of $4,336, the sum then 
the condition and prospects of the treasury, and | given. 
the importance of a speedy increase of receipts, || A circular letter to pastors was then prepared, 
was prepared, and widely circulated among || setting forth the condition and wants of the mis- 
the patrons and friends of the cause, in con-| sions; the ruinous consequences of the curtail- 
formity with a resolution of the Board. The || ment of their means of support, threatened by 
mfluence exerted by these means, in the city || the falling off in the receipts; the ascertained 
where the meeting was held, and upon indt- |; facts as to the number of professed friends of 
viduals who attended it, was great and happy. || the Board who were doing nothing to sustain it; 
One of the churches in Troy. made its annual || and the encouraging result of the experiment 
eontribution soon after the meeting, amounting | which had just been made in Boston; and en- 
to nearly three times the sum it had been wont |; treating them to bring the subject before theiy 
to contribute. The aggregate of contsibutions || people without delay, and see what could be 
from that city daring the year bas been more || done to avert the impending calamity. 
than double that of the preceding year. }| ‘This cireular was sent in February and Mareh 
But beyond this local impression, and that || to the pastors of all congregational and presby- 
which individuals carried with them from the || terian churches, known to be willing to co- 
meeting, it is not known that the impulse given || operate with the Board. About the same time 
on that occasion was such as to lead to any im- ! a sermon, presenting more at large the same 
portant results. The deficiency in the receipts || statements and reasonings, was very widely cir- 
continued and increased until it threatened the |; culated. It was so ordered in the good provi- 
most serious evils. At the close of the first six | dence of God, that these appeals went forth at 
months of the financial year, it was so great, in || a time when the reviving influences of the Holy 
comparison with the previous year, that if ithad | Spirit were enjoyed very extensively by the 
continued in the same proportion to thevend of || churches to which they were addressed. ‘Thou- 
the year, the pecuniary resources of the Board || sands were thus prepared to receive them as 
would have been diminished more than one || they might not have done in different circum- 
third. | stances. The response was prompt and deei- 
The attention of the friends of the cause were || sive. Many churches adopted the plan of col- 
earnestly called to these facts, and to the inevi-|| lection which had previously been found so 
table disasters and suffering that must fall upon |! successful. Others which had already made 
the missions, if their means of support were thus || their regular annual contributions, repeated 
eut off, in successive numbers of the Missionary || them of their own accord. In some churches 
Herald. The condition and prospects of the || where no effort had been made in behalf of the 
treasury were subjects of frequent and anxious |; Board for more than a year, the simple reading 
deliberation by the Prudential Committee. They || of the circular or sermon called forth at once a 
adopted in November a series of resolutions, | spontancous contribution twice as great as they 
having for their object present relief to the || had ever made before. Many pastors preached 
treasury and the permanent and steady enlarge- || to their people on the subject, some of them 
ment of the receipts. They instructed the offi- || more than once. 
cers and agents of the Board tv enter upon a|| Through the blessing of God on these efforts, 
minute and thorough investigation of the organi- | the receipts of the Board in five months, from 
zations, means, and influences for a funds || the first of March to the thirty-first of July, were 
for its support throughout the country. It soon || $123,434, exceeding those of the correspondin 
became apparent, in the progress of this investi- \} months of the previous year, $36.949,—and 
gation, that more than one third of the churches | nearly making up the deficiency which was so 
which profess to act upon the unevangelized || alarming in January. And this without any 
world through the Board, had given nothing in — appeal through the newspapers, and it is 
aid of its missions during the preceding year, lieved without any such extra effort, as wild 
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be followed in any case by exhaustion, or be 
jnjuriously felt in the subsequent contributions 
of the churches. 

The financial condition of the Board now is 
nearly as it was twelve months ago. ; Though 
all the missions are cramped and crippled in 
their operations, as they have been for three 
years past, through the inadequacy of their pe- 
cuniary resources, yet the Committee have been 
spared the painful necessity of further curtail- 
ment, which seemed inevitable a few months 
since. How far the impuise given to the lib- 
erality of the churches by the crisis through 
which we have passed, will be steady and per- 
manent, and adequate to the wants of the mis- 
sions, remains to be seen. This will no doubt 
depend very much on the activity of pastors 
and leading friends of the cause in every church, 
in adopting and executing some plan for their 
annual collections, by which application for aid 
shall be made, at a stated time every year, to 
all who are willing to contribute. 

The operations of the Board are now so ex- 
tensive, and the principles on which they are 
conducted are such, that unless we are willing 
to retire altogether from portions of the wide 
field which we now occupy, enlarged pecuniary 
resources are indispensable. It were better 
that a part of the missions should be given up, 
than that all should continue to be stinted and 
straitened as they now are. These must come 
into the treasury at stated times, and with so 
much steadiness and regularity, that they may 
be relied on with confidence, or great perplexity 
and embarrassment are inevitable. The expe- 
rience of the last year demonstrates the ability 
and readiness of the friends of the cause to sup- 
ply such resources. But they cannot be real- 
ized, unless the annual application for aid in the 
churches that sustain the Board, can be made | 
systematic, thorough, and at a stated time, 
every year. 


Case of Rev. Josiah Brewer. 


Josiah Brewer, presented by their chairman, the 
Rev. Dr. Edwards, the following report. 


The Committee appointed to give a re-hear- 
ing to the case of the Rev. Josiah Brewer, and 
report to this Board, have attended to that ser- 
vice, and offer the following report, viz. 

The committee met, according to appoint. | 
ment, at the Missionary House, in Boston, Sep- 

| 








tember 25th, 1839, at 10 o’clock, A. M. Pre- 
sent Rev. Justin Edwards, Rev. Joshua Bates, 


| 
| 
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| 


| 
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in the committee, would occasion, we proceed 
to attend to the business assigned us. 

Mr. Brewer having expressed a desire that 
the Rev. David D. Field might assist him in 
making his statements to the committee, it was 
resolved that his request be granted. 

It was then resolved, that Mr. Brewer be re- 
quested to present, in writing, to this committee, 
in distinet items, his complaints against the 
Prudential Committee of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions; and to 
exhibit under each item facts, as definitely as 
may be. 

Mr. Brewer remarked that he had not been 
aware that this would be needful; and as he had 
not yen any such document, requested 
that he might have a litile time to prepare it. 
Whereupon the committee adjourned to three 
o’clock in the afternoon. 

The committee met according to adjourn- 
ment, and Mr. Brewer presented in writing his 
complaints, and the redress which he sought. 
He then proceeded, with the assistance of Mr. 
Field, to exhibit such documents and make such 
verbal statements, as they deemed proper. 
And the committee continued to hear them 
through the afternoon and evening; through the 
whole of the next day and evening; and through 
the forenoon of the third day; when Mr. Brew- 


jerand Mr. Field declared that they bad pre- 


sented all the documents, made all the state- 
ments, and furnished all the evidence which 
they wished to exhibit to the committee, unless 


| it should be in answer to some new topics whicls 


might be presented by the Prudential Commit- 


‘tee. Whereupon the committee adjourned to 


meet at a quarter past three o’clock in the 


| afternoon. 


|, ment. 


The committee met according to adjourn- 
And the chairman being absent in con- 
sequence of illness, the Hon. Charles Marsh 


| was appointed chairman, pro temp. After some 


jof having a full committee durin 
The committee appointed at the last annual ||of the hearing, we adjourn ti 


|Mr. Hawes, a a was presented by the 
rud 


| 


meeting, on the complaint made by the Rev. || 


} 


discussion it was 

Resolved, That, in view of the importance 
the whole 
tomorrow 
morning. 
September 28. The committee met accord- 
ing to adjournment. After prayer by the Rev. 


chairman of the ential Committee, which, 


| not being acceded to by Mr. Brewer, was with- 


| drawn. 


In consequence of the continued ill- 
ness and absence of the chairman, the commit- 


| tee then adjourned to meet on Monday, the 30th 
| 
| ing to adjournment, and opened with prayer by 


inst., at nine o’clock, A. M. 
September 30. The committee met accord- 


the Rev. Mr. Snel!. Mr. Brewer then presented 


Hon. Charles Marsh, Rev. Joel Hawes, and || a paper, which not being accepted by the Pru- 


Rev. Thomas Snell. 


dential Committee, was withdrawn. The chair- 


The meeting was opened with prayer by the || man of the committee still being unable to at- 
chairman; and the Rev. Joshua Bates was ap- || tend the meetings, after considerable discussion 


pointed secretary of the committee. 


it was resolved, that when this eommittee ad- 


Letters were read from the Hon. Joseph Rus- || journ, it be to the 19th day of May, 1840, at ten 
sell, and the Hon. Lewis Strong, assigning rea- || o’clock, A. M., then to meet at this place. 


sons for their absence from the meeting of the | 


It was then resolved, that as the reasons 


committee. The Rev. Josiah Brewer, and the || which the Hon. Lewis Strong offers for his ab- 


secretaries of the Board being invited to ex- 


press their opinion with regard to the expedien- || his being present in 


sence from this meeting, may probably prevent 
in. May next, the Hon. 


ey of attempting to supply the vacancies: in the || Samuel Fletcher of Concord, N. H., be ap- 
committee, declared their entire willingness to || pointed as a member of this committee, in his 


submit the case to the committee as now con- 
stituted. 
Whereupon it was resolved, that in view of 


} 
| 


place. It was also resolved, that the secretary 
| write to the Hon. Joseph Russell, and endeavor 
to prognre his attendance at the: adjournment of 


the delay, which an attempt to fill the vacancies |! this mesting- se 
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The meeting was then adjourned to the 19th 
of May, 1840, at ten o’clock, A. M., at the 
Missionary House, in Boston. 

May 19, 1840. The committee met accord- 
ing to adjournment. 

brecent, The Rev. Justin Edwards, 

Rev. Thomas Snell, 
Hon. Charles Marsh, and 
Hon. Samuel Fletcher. 

Prayer was offered by the chairman, and-the 
Hon. Samuel Fletcher was chosen secretary of 
the committee, pro temp. 

The Rev. Joshua Bates, Hon. Joseph Rus- 
sell, and Rev. Joel Hawes, being absent; the 
Rev. John Codman of Dorchester, and the Rev. 
Aaron Warner of Gilmanton, N. H., who was 
known to be in the city, and the Rev. Mark 
Tucker of Providence, R. L, were chosen to 
supply their places. 

_ After some discussion it was resolved, That, | 
on account of the distance of Mr. Tucker, and | 
the unavoidable delay in obtaining his attend- | 
ance, the vote appointing him as a member of | 
this committee, be re-considered. 

Mr. Warner appeared and took his seat. Mr. 
Codman declined on account of previous en- | 
gagements. 

r. Brewer, assisted by Mr. Field, then re- 
wested that he might be assisted by the Hon. | 
r. Bidwell of New York, aud the Rev. Mr. | 

Brinsmade of Pittsfield, should they be present, 

which request was granted. He also requested | 
that he might modify somewhat the specifica- | 
tions which he before offered to the committee, 
containing a list of his grievances, and the re- 
dress which he sought. ‘This being assented to | 
by the Prudential Committee, was granted. He | 
then presented in writing the following, as 
“Grounds of complaint against the Prudential 
Comunittee, or secretaries (present or past) of | 
the American Board of Commissioners for For- | 
eign Missions, viz. 

1. That they, or sundry of them, consirain- | 
ed me to withdraw from the service of the 
Board, for groundless or insufficient reasons. —_| 

2. That while professing to dismiss me in 
regular standing, as I was entitled to be dis- 
missed, they embodied in the documents of dis- 
mission, statements, remarks, and insinuations, 
which virtually nullified them, as a dismission in 
regular standing; and were adapted to awaken 
injurious suspicions respecting me. : 

3. That some of their subsequent doings, 
letters and verbal statements contained incor- 
rect representations of the proceedings of the 
special committee of which President Day was 
chairman; also unjust charges and insinuations | 
against me, of a great want of missionary qual- 
ifications and conduct, which were calculated 
to prevent my obtaining that ready employ- | 
ment and full patronage that I might otherwise | 
have obtained. 

These are to be found in a Jetter of Mr. 
Evarts to Prof. Fitch of Yale College, dated 
Jan. 26th, 1829; in the representations of Mr. | 
Evarts to the Rev. H. G. O. Dwight, mission- 
ary to Constantinople in the spring of 1829; in 
the representation of Dr. Anderson to Dr. Smith | 
of Boston, in the year 1830; in representations 
of Dr. Wisner to Dr. Swift of Pittsburgh, and 
others of the commiitee and friends of the 
Western Foreign Missionary Society, near the 
close of 1834; in the letter of Dr..Anderson to 
the Rev. Mr. Bacon of New Haven, dated Jan. 
13th, 1836; in the letters of Mr. Greene to Rev. | 
Mr. Brinsmade of Pittsfield, dated Sept. 1836; | 





| 
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to Rev. Mr. Hawley of Hinsdale, dated Dee, 
23d, 1836; to Dr. Shepard, moderator of the 
Berkshire Association, dated July 14th, 1837: 
and to Rev. Mr. Dwight and others, a commit. 
tee of the same, dated Jan. 23d, 1839; and in 
the representations of John Tappan, Esq. to 

atrons and friends of Mr. Brewer in Berkshire 
in Sept. 1837. ‘ 

The redress demanded is an immediate and 
unconditional restoration to the service of the 
Board. 


Boston, May 19, 1840.” 


Jos1an BREWER. 


The Prudential Committee having expressed 
a willingness that Mr. Brewer should file such 
specifications, and offer such evidence as he 
might choose, and in his own way, without in- 
terruption, he proceeded to read such docu- 
ments, and make such statements as he thought 
proper, through that day and evening; when 
the committee adjourned to nine o’clock the 
next morning. 

May 20. The committee met according to 
adjournment. Prayer was offered by the Rev. 
Mr. Snell. Mr. Brewer then proceeded with 
his evidence and argument, till one o’clock, 
when the committee adjourned to a quarter past 
three, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment, and Mr. Brew- 
erand Mr. Field proceeded and closed their 
evidence and argument. 

The Prudential Committee then commenced 
their reply, and continued till seven o’clock, 
P. M., when the committee adjourned to nine 
o’clock the next day. 

May 21. Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Field. 

The Prudential Committee then proceeded 
and continued their reply till noon, when it was 
closed, and the committee adjourned till a quar- 
ter past three o’clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment, and Mr. 
Brewer commenced his answer to the reply of 
the Prudential Committee, and continued till 
seven o’clock, P. M., when the committee ad- 
journed to nine o’clock the next day. 

May 22. Met according to adjournment, 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Warner. 
Mr. Brewer and Mr. Field continued till half 
past ten o’clock. ‘They then declared that the 
had offered all the evidence and remarks whic 
they wished, and had nothing more to present. 
The Prudential Committee said the same, and 
the committee adjourned to a quarter past three 
o’clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment, and consider- 
ed the case as presented to them, till six o’clock, 
—— adjourned to half past seven o’clock, 

+ AEs 

Met according to adjournment; and after due 
consideration, the following questions were put 
by the chairman to each member of the com- 
mittee, viz. 

1. Has the first specification, in your view, 
been sustained ? It was answered unanimously 
in the negative. ' ; 

2. Has the second specification, in your 
view, been sustained? The answer was unan- 
imously, ‘Not fully sustained;” though the dis- 
mission was not such a document as Mr. Brewer 
had a right to expect and it was suitable he 
should receive. 

3. Has the third specification in your view 
been sustained? ‘The answer was unanimously 
in the negative. 


~~: 
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4. Has Mr. Brewer, in your view, just | 
und to demand a restoration to the service 
of the Board? The answer was unanimously | 
in the negative. | 

With regard to the second specification, while | 
the committee were unanimous in the opinion | 
that it was not fully sustained; they were also | 
unanimous in the opinion, that the documents | 
referred to were not such as Mr. Brewer had a | 
right to expect, nor such as it was suitable that | 
he should receive. 

After his return from the Mediterranean, and | 
various consultations with the Prudential Com- | 
mittee, he wrote them a letter, dated Boston, | 
November 12th, 1828, in which he said, “You | 
have repeatedly declared to myself and friends, 
that you had no complaint to make against my | 
christian or ministerial character, nor any charge | 
of disobedience to your instructions, neglect of 
duty, or disrespectful language. | 

“With the request and expectation that I | 
shall receive a written statement to this effect, | 
and in compliance with what I understand to be | 
the wishes of the Committee, I would now also | 
request a dismission from the service of the 
Board.” 

This request was taken into consideration, | 
and the Prudential Committee, at a meeting | 
November 21, 1828, voted, that Mr. Brewer's 
request to be dismissed from the service of the | 
Board, contained in his letter of November 12, 
1828, be granted, and that, according to his re- | 
quest, a copy of the preceding written statement | 
be given him. | 

he preceding written statement, here refer- | 
red to, was a ‘document of eight folio pages, | 
which had been prepared by the Prudential | 
Committee, giving an account of their inter- | 
course with Mir. Brewer from the beginning, and | 
of their doings with regard to him, with their | 
remarks upon the same. | 

A copy of this preceding written statement, 
“the whole of which the Prudential Committee | 
say, in justice to themselves, and to the mission- | 
ary cause, as well as to Mr. Brewer, must be | 
taken together,” it does not appear that Mr. | 
Brewer had requested might be given to him. | 
But all that appears, is, that he had requested a_ 
dismission from the service of the Board, with | 
a written statement “that the Prudential Com- | 
mittee had no complaint to make against his | 
christian or ministerial character, nor any charge | 
of disobedience to instructions, neglect of duty, | 
or disrespectful language.” In this preceding | 
written statement referred to, the Prudential | 
Committee say “they would by no means im- | 
peach Mr. Brewer's ministerial, or christian | 
character; but would on the contrary declare | 
that his character in those respects is fair and 
good.” They also say, “The Committee bring | 
no charge against Mr. Brewer, for disobedience 
to instructions, neglect of duty, or disrespectful 
language.” They also voted, as above men- 
tioned, ‘‘that his request to be dismissed from the 
service of the Board be granted.” This was 
all that Mr. Brewer requested. 

But in addition to this, as above stated, the 
Prudential Committee added in the same docu- | 
ment, ‘the whole of which, they said, must be 
taken together,” many other things which Mr. 
Brewer did not request. 

This they thought, as they stated, “justice to | 
themselves and the missionary cause, as well as | 
to Mr. Brewer, required.” But from this, after 
the most full and careful attention to the subject, | 
your committee are constrained to dissent; and | 
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they cannot but think that Mr. Brewer was en- 

titled to a dismission of a different form. 

Of this document Mr. Brewer and his friends 
complained; as being one of a different charac- 
ter from what he requested, and from what it 
was right that he should receive. And in a let- 
ter, dated New Haven, June 28, 1829, he wrote 
as follows, viz. 

“To the Prudential Committee of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions. 

“Gentlemen,—When I asked to be released 
from further service under your direction, it 
was, of course, with the expectation of being 
dismissed in regular standing. 

“The document which I have received from 
you, not being regarded as doing this, I renew 
my request for such a dismission. 

But instead of giving him, as he requested, a 
different form of dismission, and one embracing 
only the points which he requested before, as in 
view of your committee would have been wise, 
they gave him the following certificate, viz. 

“Whereas the Rev. Josiah Brewer, in a letter 
dated November 12, 1828, uested a dismis- 
sion from the service of the Board, which re- 
quest was granted at a meeting of the Commit- 
tee on the 2ist of the same month; and the 
compliance with said request was communicated 
to Mr. Brewer, soon afterwards, in connection 
with a statement of the case; and whereas Mr. 
Brewer has recently made a communication to 
the committee in the following terms, viz. (here 
repeating what he had written as above men- 
tioned,) now the Committee, in consideration 
of the premises, present to the Rev. Josiah 
Brewer the following certificate, viz. 

“That it was the intention of the Committee 
that Mr. Brewer be dismissed from the service 
of the Board, in regular standing, and without 
any impeachment of his christian or ministerial 
character.” 

“The Committee feel it to be due to them- 
selves and to Mr. Brewer to say that in accept 
ing his resignation they did not forget that 
connection between a missionary and the society 
which sent him forth is of a very serious nature, 
and not to be dissolved without mature consid- 
eration. They would merely add that to what- 
ever services to the church or the world Mr. 
Brewer may be called by Providence, it is their 
wish and prayer that he may experience the di- 
vine favor and blessing.” 

This document, instead of being a dismission 
of a different form from the other, is only declar- 
atory of what was the intention of the Pruden- 
tial Committee in giving the other. And thou 
it might relieve Mr. Brewer and his friends with 
regard to what was the intention of the Pruden- 
tial Committee in giving the former document, 
it might not relieve them as to the effect which 
that document might be adapted to produce. 

The form of dismission which, in view of your 
committee, it was suitable that the Prudential 
Committee should then have given him, is one 
like the following, viz. 

‘““Whereas the Rev. Josiah Brewer, for some 
time a missionary in the service of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
has requested a dismission from the service of 
the Board, after due consideration, it was voted 
that his request be granted; and he is hereby 
dismissed accordingly. And while he is thus 
released from any farther service under the care 
of the Board, the Committee would state, in 
compliance with his request, that they bring m0 
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charge against Mr. Brewer for disobedience to 
instructions, neglect of duty or disrespectful lan- 
guage; and that he is dismissed in good and 
regular nag wee | as a Christian and a minister, 
and they would recommend him to the kind 
attention and christian confidence of the church- 
es of our Lord Jesus Christ, wherever God in 
his providence may cali him.’ 
ad Mr. Brewer received, as he requested, a 
document like the above, it is the opinion of 
our committee that ee evils would 
ave been lessened. And they would recom- 
mend that the above be given him as a form of 
dismission, which, in view of your committee, it 
was suitable that in the year 1829, he should 
have received. 


The above report was adopted, and the re- 
cording secretary was directed to communicate 
to the Rev. Mr. Brewer the form of dismission 
recommended by the committee at the close of 
their report. 


On Raising Funds from the Holders of Slaves. 


A memorial from sundry congregational and 
presbyterian ministers in the State of New York, 
on the subject of raising funds for missionary 
objects from those who hold slaves, and remon- 
strating against the agents of the Board being 
sent for that purpose, into the States where 
slaves are held, was laid before the Board by 
the recording secretary, and referred to a com- 
mittee consisting of Rev. Drs. Hawes, and 
Thomas DeWitt, Hon. Charles Marsh, Walter 
Hubbell, Esq., and Rev. Messrs. Greene, Ham- 
ner, and Meigs. This committee subsequently 
made the report given below, which was ac- 
cepted and approved. 


The committee to whom was referred the 
memorial of sundry congregational and presby- 
terian ministers in the State of New York, re- 
spectfully ask leave to report. 

Your committee have no reason to doubt that 
the memorialists are sincerely desirous of pro- 
moting the missionary work, and think that their 
opinions and feelings should be treated with 
great respect and kindness. That the Lord will 
not accept the fruits of robbery for sacrifice, we 
are assured; nor do your committee suppose 
that any gift obtained by means known to the 
donor to be ugrighteous, and in the use of 
which he stil] perseveres, will be acceptable to 
God. Still they think that much caution should 
be exercised in judging concerning the charac- 
ter and motives of men who profess to be en- 
gaged in the service of Christ, and whose gen- 
eral character and conduct correspond with the 
profession. 

But without deciding in regard to the entire 
correctness of the principles which are believed 
to constitute the basis of the reasonings of the 
memorialists, your committee are convinced, 
from a careful consideration of the matter, that 
the attempt to apply these principles as propos- 
ed in the memorial, would be attended with 
practical difficulties so numerous and great, as 
to render it inexpedient for the Board to take 


any order on the subject, 
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New Members of tha Board. 


The committee on the election of new mem- 
bers, consisting of Dr. Edwards, Hon. S. Hub. 
bard, Rev. David Magie, Drs. William R. 
DeWitt and Anderson, and S. V. S. Wilder, 
Esq., made a report, in which they recommend 
that the Hon. Edmund Parker of Nashua, and 
Rev. Zedekiah S. Barstow of Keene, New 
Hampshire;—Edward W. Hooker, D. D., of 
Bennington, William Page, Esq., of Rutland, 
and Rev. Willard Child of Pittsford, Vermont;— 
Daniel Dana, D. D., of Newburyport, William 
Jenks, D. D., Boston, Ebenezer Alden, M. D., 
of Randolph, Alfred Ely, D. D., of Monson, 
Rev. Horatio Bardwell of Oxford, Hon. David 
Mack, Jr., of Amherst, Massachusetts;—Daniel 
Dow, D. D., of Thompson, Hon. Seth Terry of 
Hartford, John T. Norton, Esq., of Farming- 
ton, and Charles W. Rockwell, Esq., of Nor- 
wich, Connecticut;—Reuben Hyde Walworth, 
LL. D., and Rev. Chauncey Eddy of Saratoga 
Springs, Anson G. Phelps, Esq., of New York 
city, Hon. Gerrit Wendell of Cambridge, Hi- 
ram H. Seelye, Esq., of Geneva, David H. Lit- 
tle, Esq., Cherry Valley, and Rev. Diedrich 
Willers of Fayette, New York;—Hon. Joseph 
C. Hornblower of Newark, New Jersey;—Rev. 
Albert Barnes of Philadelphia, David H. Rid- 
dle, D. D., of Pittsburgh, Hon. William Jessup 
of Montrose, Hon. William Darling of Reading, 
and Rev. Messrs. Bernard C. Wolff of Easton, 
and John W. Nevin of Mercersburg, Pennsyl- 
vania;—Rev. Harvey Coe of Hudson, Ohio;— 
and Rev. Artemas Bullard of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, be elected corporate members of the 
Board;—and that John Stevenson, D. D., and 
Rev. George Candy of Bombay, Western 
India, be elected corresponding members. 

The persons named above were subsequently 
elected, agreeably to the recommendation of the 
committee. * 


Next Meeting of the Board and Preacher. 


The committee on the next annual meeting 
of the Board, and the preacher, consisting of 
Dr. Codman, J. M. MacDonald, Esq., Rev. 
Chauncey Eddy, Dr. William R. DeWitt, Rev. 
David Magie, Anson G. Phelps, Esq., and the 
Rev. Messrs. William Bushnell and A. D. 
Eddy, recommended that the thirty-second 
annual meeting of the Board be held in the 
first Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia; that the 
Rev. Dr. Edwards be the preacher, and Rev. 
Dr. William R. DeWitt be his substitute in case 
of failure; and that the Rev. Albert Barnes, 
Rev. Drs. John McDowell and Bethune, the 
Rev. Messrs. Thomas Brainerd and John Todd, 
and Thomas Fleming and Ambrose White, 

















1840. 


Esquires, be a committee to make the requisite 
arrangements for the accommodation of the 
Board on the occasion. 

This report was accepted and approved. 


Condition of the Treasury. 


Statements were made by Mr. Hill in respect 
to the condition of the treasury, and the neces- 
sity of enlarged resources for the coming year. 
After addresses on this subject by the Rev. 
Messrs. Magie, Ellingwood, Calhoun, Smith, 
Meigs, Drs. Beman and Edwards, Mr. Hubbard 
and others, interspersed with devotional exer- 
cises, the following resolution was passed :— 


Resolved, That every minister of the gospel, 
in connection with this Board, be — to 
present annually to his congregation the subject 
of foreign missions, and that he employ efficient 
means, through the officers of his church, by 
collectors, or in some other similar method, so 
that a systematic course of measures may be 
pursued by which the pecuniary wants of the 
missionary cause shall be presented to every 
member of the church and congregation. 


Miscellaneous Resolutions Adopted. 


A’communication was received and read from 
the Board of Directors of the Providence Athe- 
neum, tendering to the members of the Board, 
during their present session, the use of their 
rooms, library, etc., whereupon 


Voted, That the thanks of the Board be 
given to the trustees of the Athenzeum for their 
kind invitation. 


The following resolutions of a general char- 
acter were read by Dr. Anderson, and, after re- 
marks by various gentlemen, were adopted. 


Resolved, In view of the developements of 
the past year, as made at this meeting, that 
there is animating evidence of &n onward pro- 

ress, not only in the providence of God in its 
earings on the redemption of the world from 
sin, but in the hold which the missionary work 
is taking on the same great result; in view of 
which this Board and the community for which 
it acts should thank God and take courage. _ 

Resolved, That grateful acknowledgment is 
especially due to the Giver of all good for the 
relief, though it be yet but partial, which He has 
been pleased to grant to the Board in an exi- 
gency of fearful magnitude, by increasing the 
spirit of prayer and liberality m so many of its 
patrons, so that there is very encouraging evi- 
dence of a determination in the community to 
sustain the cause from further reductions, and 
soon, as this Board would humbly hope, to re- 
lieve the missions from their present painful em- 
barrassments arising from the want of more 
ample means of usefulness; thus to relieve also 
the evangelical churches, whose whole work and 
influence in the heathen world is through the 

aagency of the Board, from the imputation, 
which is cast upon them by their enemies, of 
having undertaken more work of this kind than 
they can well perform. 
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Resolved, That, to guard against misappre- 
hensions leading to the most injurious conse- 
quences, it be declared as the deliberate and 
solemn conviction of this Board, that the neces- 
sity for reducing the number of the missions can 
yet be oliviated only by a considerable increase 
in the amount of the annual contributions; it 
being certain that, in respect to most of the 
missions, if not to all, the present pecuniary al- 
lowance is not enough to keep them in healthful 
and vigorous action, and that it is better to have 
a smaller number of missions well sustained, 
than a larger number suffering continually from 
a deficiency in men and means; provided, how- 
ever, it shall not be found a fact, as there is rea- 
son to fear it will be, that any contraction in our 
sphere of operations, any apparently retrograde 
movement will have the effect to diminish in the 
same, Or even a greater proportion, the zeal and 
liberality of our patrons. 

Resolved, That the only course left by di- 
vine Providence for the Board and the christian 
community, if this work is to be prosecuted with 
constantly increasing power and efficacy in the 
heathen world, is to aim at going forward,— 
sending forth new missionaries, increasing the 
number of native helpers, multiplying the num- 
ber of books and readers, and in every possible 
way to gain ground upon the empire of igno- 
rance and sin. 

Resolved, That in view of the indispensable 
necessity of the influences of the Holy Spirit to 
the success of missions, and of the recent pow- 
erful and unprecedented revivals at some of our 
missionary stations and in this country, showing 
God’s readiness to grant his Spirit in answer to 
prayer, this Board recommend to all the friends 
of missions a more general observance of the 
monthly concert for prayer, and that the first 
Monday of January, 1841, be kept as a day of 
fasting and prayer for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit upon the world. 


The thanks of the Board were presented to 
the Richmond-street and the Beneficent congre- 
gational churches and societies for the accom- 
modations which they afforded to the Board 
during its present sessions; and to the choir of 
singers connected with the Beneficent Society 
for their acceptable services; and also to fami- 
lies and individuals for their kindness and hos- 
pitality to members of the Board. 


Letters from Absent Members. 


Letters were read from the President of the 
Board, the Hon. John Cotton Smith, and Chief 
Justice Williams, of Comecticut, apologizing 
for their unavoidable absence, and expressing 
their undiminished interest in the Board and its 
objects. 

Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green resigned his member- 
ship in the Board. 


Devotional Exercises. 


The sessions of the Board on the first day 
were opened with prayer by the Rev. President 
Day and the Rev Dr. Cogswell; on the second 
day, by the Rev. Dr. Humphrey and the Rev. 
John W. Ellingwood; and on the third day by 
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Rev. Dr. Enoch Pond. The meeting was clos- 
ed with prayer, by the Rev. Orin Fowler. On 
the evening of Wednesday, the 9th, the annual 
sermon was delivered by the Rev. Dr. Beman, 
from Psalm Ixxii: 17. The thanks of the Board 
were expressed for this sermon, and a copy was 
requested for the press. 

On the afternoon of Thursday, the members 
of the Board, together with a large number of 
other Christians, united in commemorating the 
death of Christ, in the Beneficent Congrega- 
tional Church. The Rev. Drs. Hawes, Thomas 
DeWitt, Tappan, and Snell participated in the 
services of the occasion. 

A public meeting was held on the evening of 
Thursday, in the meeting-house of the Benefi- 
cent Congregational Society. The devotional 
exercises were performed by the Rev. Dr. Ty- 
ler and the Rev. James G. Hamner. Extracts 
from the annual report of the Prudential Com- 
mittee were read, and addresses were delivered 
by the Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, Rev. 
David Magie, Rev. Benjamin C. Meigs, and Rev. 
Eli Smith. 





RECENT INTELLIGENCE 


S1am.—Rev. N. S. Benham, one of the Jast 
reinforcement of the Siam mission, was drown- 
ed in the Meinam river, on the evening of the 
6th of April, as he was returning home from the 
monthly concert for prayer. He was proceed- 
ing down the river against a strong flood tide, 
with none but Chinamen in his boat. They 
missed the landing-place, and on approaching | 
the shore some distance below, the boat was | 
driven against the cable of a junk and over- | 
turned, by which Mr. Benham was thrown into | 
the water and under the junk. His body was 
not found till the following morning. The boat- 
men all escaped. Mr. Benham had entered on 
his missionary labors with much ardor, and with 
all the prospect of suceess which a strong and 
highly cultivated mind, could give him. “His 
remarks and prayers, at the meeting, the eve- 
ning of his death,” says Doct. Bradley, who 
communicates the painful intelligence, “showed 
that he was panting after God, and longed to 
go and appear before him in the beauty of per- 
fect holiness.” Doet. Bradley also states that 
pulmonary disease appeared to have previously 
fastened itself upon him, and would probably 
have made his life a short one, if he had not 
been removed by this stroke of God’s provi- 
dence. Mr. Benham arrived in Siam about the 
first of March. 

In the same letter, under date of April 10th, 
1840. Doct. Bradley mentions that he had at 
last succeeded, by means of the vaccine matter 
gent with the last reinforcement, in introducing 
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THEODORE FRELINGHUYSEN, LL. D., Vice 
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Carvin Cuapin, D. D., Recording Secretary; 

Rev. Beta B. Epwarps, Assistant Record- 
ing Secretary. 
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| The Board adjourned to meet in the city of 
| Philadelphia, on the second Wednesday of 
September, 1841, at ten o’clock, A. M. 


FROM THE MISSIONS. 


the kine-pox among the Siamese, with which he 
had been inoculating the people since the 22d of 
January, and up to the date of the letter, it was 
found to operate favorably. 

Miss Pierce was engaged in teaching a smal} 
school; and a few young men were learning 
English with Messrs. Caswell and Hemenway. 
| Preaching was regularly continued at the float- 
|ing-house, and at the tract-house, and with 
jsuch tokens of the approval of God as con- 
stituted ground for substantial encouragement. 

Owing to the want of adequate funds the 
operations of the press and the casting a new 
fount of types had been arrested, and the fami- 
lies of the mission were subjected to great in- 
convenience and embarrassment. 

Prince Chow Fah was still going forward 
with his improvements, constructing rain-guages, 
keeping meteorological tables, ete. The study 
of navigation, in which he had been engaged, 
has contributed much to the discipline and en- 
largement of his mind. 

Messrs. Caswell and Hemenway with their 
wives arrived at Bankok, from Singapore, on 
the first of January. Mr. Peet was on the 9th of 
May still at Singapore, but had succeeded in 
engaging a passage to Bankok in one of the 
king’s ships. , 

The brethren of the mission think it highly 
important that a Chinese boarding-school should 
be established in Bankok, and urgently request 
that two additional missionaries should be sent 
to their aid. 
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Syr1a.—Messrs. W. M. Thomson and Beadle 
and Doct. Van Dyck left Beyroot 7th May, ona 
tour in Northern Syria, for the purpose of exam- 
ining some of the places which were most promis- 
ing for establishing missionary stations, and 
which it was hoped that the recent reinforcement 
would enable the mission to occupy without 
much delay. After spending a month in travel- 
ling in that quarter, they returned on the 5th of 
June, having selected, as the most desirable 
posts for locating missionaries, Ladakkia, among 
the Ansariii, and Aleppo. Messrs. Beadle and 
Keyes were expecting to proceed to the former 
place and take up their residence there as soon 
as the heat of summer should be over. 

Mr. Lanneau left Beyroot on the 11th of June, 
being compelled to suspend his missionary la- 
bors on account of diseased eyes. He was ex- 
pected to proceed to France, and perhaps to the 
United States. It is hoped that rest and skilful 
medical treatment may so far restore him as to 
enable him to resume his missionary labors. 


NESTORIANS.—October 3d Doct. Grant ar- 
rived at Boston, in the brig Franklin, aceom- 
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panied by his son. As stated at page 431, he 
made during the last summer a second visit to 
the independent Nestorians residing among the 
Koordish mountains, where he was again most 
hospitably received, and the demand for mis- | 
sionaries seemed most urgent. It is hoped that 
he may, after a few months, return to that in- 
teresting field with two or three fellow laborers. 
Doct. Wright, who embarked for Smyrna on | 
the 9th of March last, was at Erzeroom on the | 
15th of June, on his way to join the mission at | 
Ooroomiah. 


ConsTANTINOPLE.—Mr. Dwight, writing on 
the 2ist of July, remarks— 





We have decided to open a_boarding-school 
in one of the villages on the Bosphorus imme- | 
diately, provided a suitable house can be pro- | 
cured. The providence of God is putting schol- || 
ars in our way; and the present posture of || 
things among the Armenians encourages the | 
belief that the ecclesiastical powers will, for || 
some time to come, let us alone. The Armen- | 
jan patriarch has his hands full now in taking 
care of the papists, who are endeavoring to make || 
inroads upon fie people, and he has no time to | | 
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Cyprus.—Mr. Thompson, writing from Sca- 
la, port of Larnaca, on the 12th of June, re- 
marks— 


We have great encouragement to Jabor in our 
field, so far as the absence of opposition and the 
favor of the people are concerned, though our 
labor be still but ploughing and sowing. When 
we see that our books, for example, are applied 
for in person and by letter, and paid for too, by 
the priesthood, as well as laity, and that neither 
now, nor at any former period, have they been 
burned or openly rejected by any in the island, 
we have hope that good will be done. 

Ihave just returned from a tour of distribu- 
tion in the interior, on which I started with Mr. 
and Mrs. Ladd 26th May. You are alread 
aware that each proto-papas in Cyprus, as well 
as many of the other clergy and some laymen, 
has received a copy of the New Testament; and 
you will now be pleased to hear that, speaking 
in general terms, every reader in Cyprus has 
received a tract. This distribution has been ac- 
complished by Mr. Pease and myself. We 
have wenelied through every section of the isl- 
and, mostly together, in order to explore, distri- 
bute tracts, and preach, and have ever found 
that we could do just about what we wished. 
We first supplied the dioceses of the bishops of 
Citium and Paphos, in three tours ; next the dio- 
cese of the archbishop; and 1 have now com- 
pleted the distribution in the diocese of the bish- 
op of Cerenia. I took one thousand books in my 
trunk for this tour, consisting chiefly of deca- 
logues, Mr. Temple’s discourse on the media- 
torship of Christ, Mr. Riggs’ Two Lambs, (for 
children,) the Psalms, etc., and found, on arriv- 
ing at Dicomo, where the circuit of distribution 
was completed, that eight hundred copies had 
been expended. 

I would merely remark further, that until the 
last day of distribution I heard not a whisper of 
opposition against the books which I offered, 
but, on the other hand, they were every where, 
in the thirty-four villages which I visited, re- 
ceived with freedom and gratitude. The bishop 
of Cerenia himself set the example of receiving 
our books before the members of his metropolis, 
and asked for select varieties for particular in- 
dividuals; and when I arrived at the depository 
my first work was to put up books at the order 
of the archbishop’s school in Nicosia. 


Cuoctaws.—On the 11th September Mr. 
Kingsbury writes that Mrs. Barnes was remov- 
ed from her labors by death on the 3lst of 


| August. 


By this event (he remarks,) the mission has 
sustained an irreparable loss. Mrs, Barnes was 
a most devoted and efficient helper. She was 
highly esteemed by the Choctaws, and her 





‘ think of us. || death is deeply felt and lamented by them, as 
|| well as by her missionary associates. Her sick- 

Grercr.—A letter from Mr. Houston, dated || 2¢ss was short and her departure unlooked for, 

A lis. 1th Mav, 1840, st that he ar- || Ce" by herself, until a short time before it took 

o Ascopens, 11h May, » States that he ar-|) place. But she was not unprepared for the 
rived at that place, on his return from Cairo, || solemn event. When informed that her situation 
December 20th. The school was going on || Was dangerous, and that probably she could not 
rosperously, and applications for places in it|| ive long, she received the intelligence with 
— y — F ._|| calmness, replying, “It is a solemn thing to die, 
were more numerous than the size of their || hut I have given my soul to God—to the pre- 


school-house would permit them to receive. || cious Savior.” She suffered much bodily pain 





The teacher was succeeding well, and his bibli- | 


cal leetures on the Sabbath were highly valu- 1 
able. 


during the last hours of her illness; but her soul 
4 3 


was in peace. She died at Mr. Byington’s, and 
her remains were interred by the side of his 
sister who died about a year ago. 
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Mrs. Barnes had enjoyed excellent health 
previous to her sickness. For nearly seven 
months she had not suspended her Sabbath 
school for a single day. She was happy in her 
work and had mich encouragement. Persons 
in different and distant parts of the nation were 
desirous of placing their daughters under her 
charge, and oa cheerfully have paid their 
ex . She was entirely devoted to her 
work and the people saw it and felt it. They 
greatly suposed and will not soon forget her. 


Mr. Kingsbury also mentions that the family 
of Mr. Byington had suffered much from sick- 
ness, and that his oldest son died on the 11th of 
September. Mrs. Wright and Mr. and Mrs. 
Jones had been sick. The’ people extensively, 
in that part of the Choctaw country, were suffer- 
ing much from sickness. 
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Xp Note.—Most of the churches and congrega- 
tions in the New England States, contributing to | 
the funds of the Board, are connected with aux- | 
iliary societies, embracing counties or other dis- | 
tricts. Many donations from within the limits of 
these auxiliaries are, however, sent directly to the 
treasurer of the Board, and not through the treas- 
urer of the auxiliary. Heretofore these have been 
acknowledged in the Missionary Herald, not un- 
der the name of the auxiliary from within whose 
limits they came, nor in that part of the list con- 
taining the receipts from auxiliaries; but under 
the name of the town or city where the donor re- 
sided, and in that part of the list embracing va- 
rious collections and donations. Hereafter, forthe 
purpose of sustaining the systematic organizations 
in aid of the Board, and exhibiting more fully the 
amount raised within the limits and under the 
influence of each auxiliary, all donations received | 
from within the bounds of any auxiliary, whether | 
forwarded through the treasurer of that auxiliary, 
or directly to the treasurer of the Board, will be | 
acknowledged in that part of the list embracing | 
the donations from auxiliaries; and associations 
and donors are requested to look to that part of the 
list for their donations, and under the name of the 
auxiliary within whose bounds they are. 





o— of Foreign Missions in Ref. Dutch chh. 
. R. Thompson, New York, Tr. 
BDereatiis co. Ms. Aux. So. W. Crocker, Tr. 
Chatham, Cong. chh. and so. 
to constitute Rev. CHaa.es 
Rocxwe tt an Hon. Mem. 5 
Oysterville, 9 25—64 25 
Boston and vic. Ms. By 8. A. Danforth, Agent, 
(Of which fr. a friend, 1,50;) 124 
Buffalo and vic. N. Y. By J. Crocker, Agent, 
Alden, Av. of ring, 15» 
Buffalo, Ist presb. chh. mon. con. 
19,67; Park chh. 15,81; Pearl-st. 


243 31 





ehh. 15; T. G. 1; less. 

dis. 1,15; 50 33 
Cuba, Presb. chh. 42 65 
East Aurora, Coll. 12 61 
East Otto, Chh. 2 25 
Aa mee U. C. A friend, 10 00 
Evans, 2d cong. chh. 6 20 
Mayville, Mon. con. 29 00 


Donations. 


| 
| 





| 
| 








Noy, 





Niagara Falls, Fem. miss. so. 25 00 
179 54 
Less. dis. 57—178 97 


Caledonia co. Vt. Confer. of @hhs. 
E. Fairbanks, Tr. 
Hardwick, Gent. and la. ben. asso. 33 00 


Lyndon, A. Goodell, 10 00 
Peacham, Cong. chh. and so. 15 60 
St. Johnsbury, 2d cong. chh. 

and so. 85 10—143 79 


Cumberland co. Me. Aux. So. W. C. Mitchell, Tr, 
Brunswick, Sab. sch. for chil. 
in Ceylon, 10 50 
Portland, Jeremian Stevens, 
which and prev. dona. consti- 
tute him an Hon. Mem. 50 00—60 50 
Essex co. North, Ms. Aux. So. J. Caldwell, Tr, 
Amesbury Mills, Mon. con. in 


Mr. Merrill’s so. 50 00 
Newbury, Belleville, Mon. con. 

13,78; Byfield, a lady, av. of 

beads, 4; 17 78 
West Amesbury, Gent. and la. 42 05—109 83 

Essex co. South, Ms. Aux. So. C. M. Rich- 

ardson, Tr. 
Marblehead, A friend, 10 00 
Salem, United mon. con. 17,76; 

mon. con. in Howard-st. chh. 

19,14; Tab. so. gent. 5; 41 90-—51 99 


| Franklin co. Me. Conf. of Chhs. J. Titcomb, Tr, 
Farmington, Mr. Rogers’s so. 
mon. con. 21 17 
Strong, Mr. May’s so. 7 00O— 17 
Geneva and vic. N. Y. By C. A. Cook, Agent, 
Canandaigua, N. W. Howell, 50; 





indiv. 18,19; 68 19 
Castleton, Mrs. Porter, 50 
Coventry, G. D. Phillips, 50; 

Miss E. A. Phillips, 50; 

coll. 26; 126 00 
Elbridge, Cong. chh. coll. 19,08; 

mon. con. 3; Mrs. L. Merri- 

man, 10; 32 08 
Elmira, Simeon Bensamin, 

which constitutes him an 

Hon. Mem. 100; presb. chh. 

coll. 61,65; mon. con. 42,72; 204 37 
Geneva, H. Dwight, 100 00 
Gettesburgh, Mrs. O. Adams, 2 00 
Hopewell, Coll. 24 97 
Jordan, Presb. chh. coll. 11,75; 

C. Barns, 10; 21 75 
Newark, Coll. 27 00 
Penn Yan, Presb. miss. so. 40 00 
Prattsburgh, Cong. chh. coll. 

31,64; mon. con. 9,56; 41 20 
Rushville, Presb. chh. 31,37; 

chil. of mater. asso. 6,64; 38 01 
Syracuse, Presb. chh. 44,63; 

cong. chh. 47,20; 91 83 
York, Ist presb. chh. 60 00 

877 90 
Less dis. etc. 1 83—876 07 


Grafton co. N. H. Aux. 80. W. Green, Tr. 
Bath, E. cong. chh. 33 00 
Lebanon, Thank. off. of eigh- 

teen chil. to constitute Diarca 

Aten an Hon. Mem. 100; 

mon. con. 70; 70 00 
Piermont, Dea. Austin, 1 00—204 06 

Greene co. N. Aux. So. Rev. Dr. Porter, Tr. 
Se Mon. con. in — chh. 


"T, B. Cooke, 105 12 


55 
Bast’ Dishean, 54: 8. ‘a1; 65 00 
Osborneville, Young people: "s 

benev. so. 11,15; mon. con. 19 15—189 27 


Harmony Confer. of chhs. Ms. we c 
Northbridge, Indiv. to constitute 
Rev. Lewis Pennevi an Hon. 
Mem. 
Upton, An indiv. 0 00—60 
Hartford co. Ct. Aux. So. J. R. Woodbridge, Tr. 
Bloomfield, Coll. 


C. Capron, Tr. 


oo 
00 


Burlington, Gent. 21,92; la. 19,30; r+ 4 
Collinsville, Mon. con. 20 3 
East Hartford, Mon. con. 13,21; 

ja. 144; 157 21 
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East Windsor, Ist so. coll. 43,10; 
a friend, 10; N. so. Lucy Bart. 
lett, dec’d, 10; E. Sparhawk,5; 68 10 


Farmington, Ist so. La. 260; 

sew. so. 20; 2d so. mon. con. 

10,38; 290 38 
Granby, E. so. call. 42 00 


Hartford, W. so. la. 90,14; for 
John Talcott, Ceylon, 20; Ist 
so. mon. con. 60,77; N. so. 


27,97; int. on E. Pearl’s note, 3; 201 88 
Ottoway, Ill. M. J. Hayes, 5 00 
Simsbury, Julia Case, dec’d, 10 00 
Suffield, Ist so. mon. con. 30; 


juv. miss. so. for Mrs. Lyman, 





Sandw. Isl. 10; 0 00 
§ 910 40 
Ded. c. note, 1; exps. 48c. 1 48—908 92 


Hartford co. South, Ct. Aux. So. H. 8. Ward, Tr. 
Glastenbury, 8. so. mon. con. 50 00 
Southington, Gent. and la. (of 

which fr. Timotny Hicerns, 
which and prev. dona. fae 
tute him an Hon. Mem. 52 483 00—533 90 

Hillsboro’ co. N. H. Aux. So. rE D. Boylston, Tr. 

Amherst, “wr A chil. in sch. 


dis. No. 7, 3 80 
Deering, Oued, ~4 10 05 
Goffstown, Mon. con. 7 00 
Manchester, Cong. so. to consti- 

tute Rev. Frepericxk Wat- 

race an Hon. Mem. 00—70 85 


—_ co. Me. Aux. So. Rev. J. C. Goss, Tr. 
50 
Bah D. C. Magoun, 40; G. Tru- 


fant, 10; Mr. Robinson, 10; 

seven indiv. 14,78; 74 78 
Boothbay, Chh. and so. 13 12 
East Thomaston, A friend, 2 00 
Edgecomb, La. 12; chh. and so. 

13,50; 25 50 
New Castle, 2 00 


Thomaston, Ist cong. chh. and 

so. indiv. 88,16; mon. con. 

31,84; 120 00 
Waldoboro’, Two indiv. 1 00 
Woolwich, "A friend, 2 00—240 90 


Lowell and vic. Ms. Aux. So. W. Davidson, Tr. 

Lowell, Young la. benev. so. 50; * 

Appleton- -st. chh. mon. con. 5,64; 55 64 
Middlesex North and vic. Ms. Char. So. 
J. 8. Adams, Tr. 

Bolton, Evang. chh. and so. to 
constitute Rev. Josian Pera- 
nopy an Hon. Mem. 

Methuen, Juv. miss. asso. for 
Sylvester G. Pierce, Ceylon, 
Middlesex South, Ms. Conf. of Chhs. 

O. Hoyt, Tr. 

Holliston, Mon. con. 15,56; H. 
E. Jones, 20; 35 

Hopkinton Springs, A lady 1 

New Haven City, Ct. Aux. So. F. T. Jarman, Tr. 

Fair Haven, Chh. and cong. 
37,29; sab. sch. for Ind. miss. 
schs. 10,20; mon. cong 5; 

New Haven, Mon. con. in Ist 
and united so. and Chapel-st. 
chh. 24,98; do. in Church-st. 
chh. 24,76; do. in 3d chh. 9,76; 
la. Durand so. 20; Mrs. Mills, 
for Eliza Mills, Ceylon, 20; 
J. Anketell, for 4ugusta Anke- 
tell, do. 20; Mrs. A. Anketell, 
for John Anketell and William 
Bayard Anketell, do. 40; sab. 
sch. miss. asso. in Centre chh. 
for distrib. of tracts in China, 
21; less c. note, 2; 178 50—230 99 

New Beaten and vic. Ct. Aux. So. C. Chew, Tr. 

New London, T. W. Williams, 
for miss. sc hools, 300 00 

Stonington, 2d cong. chh. 17,86; 
mon. con. 11,14; 29 00—329 00 

New York City and Brooklyn, Aux. So. 
W. W. Chester, Tr. 
(Of which fr. Mrs. 8. Hallenbeck, to 


00 
20 00—-70 00 
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constitute Rev. Witt1am WarTTakER 

an Hon. Mem. 50; sab. sch. miss. so. 

No. 38 for schs. at Ceylon, 30; for 

Sandw. Isl. 1;) 

Norfolk co. Ms. Aux. So. Rev. Dr. Burgess, 
Milton, Gent. 34; la. 49,42; mon. 

con. 21,68; sab. sch. 4,76; 109 86 
Roxbury, Eliot chh. and so. 95; 

46 72 

40 22 


1 vs 16 


mon. con. in do, 21,72; 
Stoughton, Mon. con. 
Wrentham, Chh. and so. 40; 

Mrs. Sauty Buaxe, which and 

prev. dona. constitute her and 

Anson Brake Hon. Mem. 160; 

Mrs. Mary ANN Rowtey, 

which constitutes her an Hon. 

Mem. 100; 

Northampton and vic. Ms. Aux. So. 

J. D. Whitney, Tr. 
Belchertown, Coll. in Brainerd 


chh. 

Hatfield, Coll. in cong. chh. and 
so. (of which fr. la. to consti- 
tute Rev. Henry Nei. an 
Hon. Mem. 85;) 230 25 

Plainfield, Mon. con. 10 00—278 25 

Norwich and vic. Ct. Aux. So. F. A. Perkins, Tr. 

Lebanon, Rev. D. Metcalf, 5 00 

Oneida co. N. Y. Aux. So. A- Thomas, Tr. 
Clinton, Rev. G. 8. Wilson, av. 


of books, 2 00 
Evans Mills, 8,50; mon. con. 1,50; 10 00 
Houseville, Rev. J. Murdock, 5 00 
Litchfield, Norwich so. 8 86 
Madison, Cong. chh. mon. con. 

15; fem. cent so. 25,31; 40 31 
Martinsburgh, Ist presb. cong. 12 62 
Morrisville, Mon. con. 12 00 
Richland, Cong. chh. 12 85 
Sherburne, Ist cong. chh. 22 00 
Steuben, Welch cong. so. 6 64 
Waterville, Presb. so. 16 75 
Westmoreland, Fem. benev. so. 11 94 
Whitesboro’, Presb. so. 55 00—215 97 

Palestine Miss. So. Ms. E. Alden, Tr. 

Coll. at ann. meeting, 36 85 
Easton, Gent. and la. 20 00 
E. and W. Bridgewater, Miss B. 

Richards, 10 00 

66 85 


Ded. printing Dr. Storrs’s sermon, 47 50-——19 35 


Penobscot co. Me. Aux. So. E. F. Duren, Tr. 
Bangor, Mon. con. 19,45; sab. 
sch. class of Mr. D. 5; do. of 





Mr. M. 50c. an orphan boy, 30¢ 25 25 
Brewer, Cong. chh. 10,43; 

a friend, 50c. 10 93 
Cherryfield, Cong. chh. 15 00 
Hampden, Cong. chh. and so. 

mon. con. 40 00 
Old Town, Cong. chh. 7 98 68 

Rockingham co. N. H. Confer. of Chhs. 
J. Boardman, Tr. 
Portsmouth, N. chh. and so. mon. con. 38 52 
Strafford co. N. H. Aux. So. E. J. Lane, > 
Great Falls, Gent. 34 50 
New Hampton, Gent. and la. 9 00 
Rochester, Coll. 3 00 
Sanbornton, Extra effort, 20,25; 
mon. con. 1,72; 21 97 
68 47 
Ded. expenses paid by aux.so. 5 04—63 43 
Taunton and vic. Ms. Aux. So. H. Reed, Tr. 
West Attleboro’, Cong. chh. and so. 49 00 
Tolland co. Ct. Aux. So. J. R. 
Flynt, Tr. 
Somers, Gent. 81,84; la. (of which 

to constitute Rev. James P. 

Terry an Hon. Mem. 50;) 

-.. a = ‘ — 37—773 37 
0 e ississt ux. So. 
G. L. Weed, Tr. vi, 818 00 


Worcester co. Central, Ms. Aux. So. H. Wheeler, Tr. 
Dudley, La. sew. circle, 9 16 


Total from the above sources, $9,251 50 
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VARIOUS COLLECTIONS AND DONATIONS 


A friend, 100; do. 5; do. 3; 108 00 


Abington, Pa. Juv. miss. so. of presb. cong. 

for Nez Perces Indians, 10 00 
Adrian, Mich. Mon. con. and contrib. 30 00 
Albany, N. Y. 4th presb. chh. 50; young 

men’s miss. so. 36; 86 00 
Amsterdam Village, N. Y. Presb. chh. 

Mon. con. 25 00 
Andover, Ms. Mrs. S. H. Wisner, 5 00 
—: Md. 5th presb. chk. mon. con. 

Bowe NeY. 1 hh “Mle 
. ¥Y. Ist cong. chh. to constitute 

Rev. Rosert Lary an Hon. Mem. 55 00 

Bating Hollow, N. Y. Four indiv. 4 00 


Beaver Dam, Pa. Cong. ll 

Bedford, N. Y., W. Jay, 50; Mrs. L. Clark, 10; 60 

Belfast, Me. La. for a sch. in Ceylon, 25 

Bellport, N. Y. Cong. chh. 

Bennington, Vt. Rev. Dr. Hooker, 

Bloomfield, N. J. Presb. chh. mog. con. 

Brookfield, Vt. E. Cook, 

Brookhaven, N. Y. Cong. chh. 

Brookline, Ms. Japan miss. so. 

Bryan co. Ga. A friend, to constitute Jo- 
sern Cray an Hon. Mem. 

Canandaigua, N.Y. 1st cong. chh. fem. so. 
to constitute Mrs. Harriet B. Martin 
an Hon. Mem. 100; mon. con. 35; L. L. 
Woodruff, 10; 

Connecticut, J. P. Langworthy, 

Coventry, R. I. Cong. chh. mon. con. 

Donnels, O. Rev. G. G. Poage, 

Dundaff, Pa. Presb. chh. 

East Hartwick, N. Y. Fem. miss. so. 

East Smithfield, Pa. Cong. chh. mon. con. 

Edgartown, Ms. Indiv. 

Essex, N. Y. Mon. con. 

Frankfort, Me. Chil. of mater. asso. 

Frederick City, Md. La. sew. so. 

Gilbertsville, N. ¥. Presb. chh. 30; J. T. 
Gilbert, 25; 

Harpersfield, N.Y. The $100 ackn. in Sept. 
was fr. Rev. Dr. Williston and other 
indiv. 

Houlton, Me. Cong. so. mon. con. 24 91 

Hudson, N. Y. Miss. asso. in Ist presb. chh. 60 00 

Jacksonville, Fia. O. Conger, 20 

Kennebunkport, Me. Fem. miss. asso. 

Kingsboro’, N. Y. Cong. chh. 

Lewisburg, Pa. Rev. T. Hood, 

Lumberland, N. Y. A friend, 

Malden, Ms. Mr. McClure’s chh. and so. 

Manlius, N. Y. Presb. chh. coll. 

Matteawan, N. Y. Fem. miss. so. 

Middle Island, N. Y. Rev. E. King and fam. 

Middletown, Pa. 1. S. Burchard, 

Minisink, N. Y. A friend, 

Montrose, Pa. Mon. con. 

Newark, N. J., A. Williams, 

. par. mon. con. 38,24; W. 
par. B. Eddy, 2; 

New Orleans, La. H. T. Jr. a bal. 

New Windsor, N. Y., D. C. Lockwood, 

New York City, Young la. asso. in Brainerd 
ehh. fora child in Mr. Lawrence’s family, 
Dindigal, 

Northern Liberties, Pa. Juv. miss. so. of 
sab. sch. in Ist presb. chh. for Rev. 8S. 
Foreman, 83; Indian so. of do. for ed. of 
an Indian youth under the care of Miss 
Etris, 60; 

Perry Village, N. Y. Presb. chh. mon. con. 

Perryville, Pa. Presb. cong. 55,69; mon. 
con. 21,50; sew. so. for fem. sch. in 
India, 10; 

Philadelphia, Pa. Mon. con. in 5th presb. 
ebh. (of which for Africa, 15; for China, 
5; fr. L. Harwood, 20;) 100; sab. sch. in 
10th presb. chh. for Heary 4. Boardman, 
Alexander W. Mitchell, William Shippen, 
Winthrop Sargent, and James Engle Ne- 
gus, 25; 11th presb. chh. Lucy B. Edel- 
man, for Rev. 8. Foreman, 15; a friend, 
21; E. Myers, 4,10; D. 3; 

Poughkeepsie, N. ¥., J. Roosevelt, to con- 
stitute Isaac Rooszve.t of Hyde Park 
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an Hon. Mem. 100; cong. chh. 55; presb. 
cbh. coll. 27,09; 

Princeton, N. J. Students in Theol. sem. 

Providence, R. I. Richmond-st. sab. sch. 
for sch. in Ceylon, 

River Head, N. Y. Cong. chh. coll. to con- 
stitute Rev. Cuarces J. Know ies an 
Hon. Mem. 50; a lady, 5; 

Rochester, N. Y., A. Champion, 

Stillwater, N. Y. Presb. and cong. chhs. 

Stockholm, N. Y., C. P. H. 

Sullivan, N. Y., I. Bebee, 

Troy, N. Y. Ist oS chh. 8. Wickes, 

Trumansburgh, N. Y. ist presb. chh. 

Van Buren, N. Y. Coll. 

Washington City, D. C. 2d presb. chh. 
mon. con. 

Williams’s Farms, N. J. 
miss. so. 

Woodbridge, N. J., Mrs. Morris, 
‘urtsboro’, N. Y., T. C. McEwin, 
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Union fem. 


LEGACIES. 


Branford, Ct. Miss Almira Tyler, by Sam- 
uel Frisbie, Ex’r, 

New Bedford, Ms. Mrs. Rebecca Nickerson, 
by Thomas Nickerson, Ex’r, 


20 00 
00 00 
$120 00 
Amount of donations and legacies acknowledged in 
the preceding lists, $12,268 76. Total from Aw 
gust lst, to September 30th, $24,720 21. 
GENERAL PERMANENT FUND. 


Dunstable, Ms. Zebedee Kendall, a legacy, 


by J. Kendall, Ex’r, 50 00 


DONATIONS IN CLOTHING, &c. 


p-Notz.—Boxes frequently reach the Mission- 
| ary House, without being accompanied by a letter 
or any information of the source from which they 
come. It is desirable that, so far as may be con- 





|| venient, donors should mark on each box the 


| 


name of the town from which it is sent. 


Bangor, Me. A half barrel of crackers, fr. 
J. Pearson, for Mr. Paris. 
Bethel, Vt. A box, fr. la. sew. so. for 


Dwight, 20 03 
Hartford, Ct. 10 reams letter paper and 10 

reams foolscap, fr. H. Hudson. 

Holliston, Ms. Manifold Letter Writer, fr. 

Mrs. H. E. Jones, 5 00 
Oakham, Ms. A box. fr. la. 54 00 
Rindge, N. H., A box, fr. fem. char. so. 

for Oregon, 34 48 


Rochester, N. H., A box, fr. la. asso. for Mr. 
Emerson, Sandw. Isl. 

South Abington, Ms. A box, fr. M. Whit- 
marsh, for Sandw. Isl. miss. 

Springfield, Ms. 50 Todd’s Truth made 
simple, fr. G. Merriam; one ream letter 
paper, fr. H. Brewer. 

Warren, Ms. A box and keg, for Mr. Bliss, 
Sandw., Isl. 

Woolwich, Me. A box. 

Unknown, A box. 





The following articles are respectfully solicited from 
Manufacturers and others. 


Printing paper, writing paper, blank-books, 
quills, slates, etc., for the missions and mission 
schools. 

Shoes, hats, blankets, coverlets, sheets, pillow- 
cases, towels, shirts, socks, stockings, 
flannel, domestic cotton, etc. 














